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A358 Taunton to Southfields

Executive Summary

Context

The A358 Taunton to Southfields dualling scheme is one of a programme of
schemes planned along the A303/A358 route corridor, as set out in the
Government’s Road Investment Strategy (RIS). The A358 together with the A303
forms a direct strategic link to the south west from London and the south east. More
than a third of the A358 is single carriageway which causes significant congestion.
Recognising this, the Government’s strategy is to upgrade the entire A303/A358
route to a high quality dual carriageway link between the M3, near Basingstoke, and
the M5 at Taunton.

The scheme

As part of the scheme’s development, Highways England held a public consultation
from 28 March to 16 July 2017 to:

e Raise awareness of the scheme proposals

e Gain relevant feedback to inform decision-making on the preferred route and
help its future development

The proposal presented at public consultation for the A358 Taunton to Southfields
dualling scheme is shown below in Figure E-1.

Figure E-1. A358 improvement proposals between Taunton and Southfields
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As shown in Figure E-1, the proposed improvement was divided into 2 sections to
help analyse feedback received from the consultation. The sections were as follows:

e Section 1 - a new motorway junction and dual carriageway from the M5 to
West Hatch

e Section 2 — upgrading the remainder of the A358 along the line of the
existing road to Southfields Roundabout on the A303

The public consultation

Several scheme exhibition events were held during the consultation period, including
an invitation only stakeholder preview event on 28 March 2017 at the Museum of
Somerset. We also held 5 public information events, which were held at varying
times throughout the period of 7 April to 30 June 2017 and was attended by 1,670
people collectively. Events were held in locations across the proposed route to
ensure local people did not have to travel far to attend. All stakeholders, landholders
and members of the public were made aware of the public consultation arrangements
through mailed letters and by information published on the scheme’s consultation
website (https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-
southfields/). Press releases were also issued from Highways England to local
media outlets which outlined important consultation information.

The following consultation material was made available:

e Public consultation scheme brochure
e Scheme maps
e Technical Appraisal Report (TAR) (3 April 2017)

Feedback was invited through a consultation questionnaire.

Consultation Feedback

The public events were attended by 1,670 people and a total of 1,198 questionnaires
were returned.

When asked in the consultation questionnaire, ‘to what degree do you believe the
scheme proposal has achieved the objectives?’ 53% of respondents either disagreed
or strongly disagreed that the proposals would meet the scheme objectives. See
Figure E-2.
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Figure E-2: To what degree do you believe the scheme proposal has achieved
the objectives?
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The results outlined above can largely be attributed to Section 1 of the scheme.
Many respondents wanted to see more options for connecting the upgraded A358
with the M5 and more solutions to alleviate the level of traffic through Henlade. There
was less concern about the principle of upgrading the A358 along the route of the
existing road for Section 2 of the scheme. These and other concerns are outlined
throughout this report.

Following the feedback received from this consultation, Highways England has
decided to hold a further consultation on the scheme proposals in early 2018,
including more options for connecting the upgraded A358 with the M5. We will then
make a decision on the preferred route.

Highways England will await the feedback from the further consultation before
responding directly to people’s comments from this consultation. Our feedback
responses from both consultations will then be included in their respective
consultation reports, before a Preferred Route Announcement is made.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Overview

1.1.1.  This consultation report provides an account of the non-statutory public
consultation undertaken from 28 March to 16 July 2017 for the Highways
England A358 Taunton to Southfields dualling scheme. It provides a full
account of:

e How the strategy for the non-statutory public consultation was
developed to be consistent with requirements for the next stage of
statutory consultation. This will precede the application for a
Development Consent Order (DCO)

e How the public consultation was undertaken

e The feedback received

1.1.2.  Following consideration of the feedback received from the consultation,
Highways England has decided to hold a further consultation on the
scheme proposals for the A358 Taunton to Southfields dualling scheme.
The new consultation would present options for connecting the upgraded
A358 with the M5, allowing further information to be gathered before making
a decision on the preferred route. People are thereby being provided with
the opportunity to comment on the scheme again. If people wish to stand by
their previous feedback without change or addition, that will also be
considered as part of informing the choice of a preferred route. In the
circumstances, Highways England will await the feedback from the further
consultation before responding directly to comments.

1.2. Structure of the report

1.2.1. Highways England gave careful consideration to the relevant guidance and
advice notes from the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and Department for
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) when planning the public
engagement. This report describes compliant activities undertaken during
the process detailing:

e The approach to consultation, including how Highways England
informed and consulted the local community, landholders, statutory and
non-statutory stakeholders

e The feedback received, together with a summary of the main
considerations raised

1.2.2.  This report has the following structure:
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1.3.

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

1.3.3.

1.3.4.

1.4.

1.4.1.

e Chapter 1 — Introduction

e Chapter 2 — Approach to consultation

e Chapter 3 — Scheme proposals consulted on

e Chapter 4 — How the consultation was undertaken
e Chapter 5 — Overview of the consultation feedback

e Chapter 6 — Conclusion and next steps
Scheme background and context

Proposals for improving the A358 between the M5 at Taunton and the
Southfields Roundabout were first considered in 2007, but were
subsequently put on hold. The current improvement scheme was
announced in the Government’s Road Investment Strategy (RIS): for the
2015/16 — 2019/20 Road Period
(www.gov.uk/government/collections/road-investment-strategy).

The A303/A358 corridor forms a strategic link between the south west and
the rest of the south, south east and London. More than a third of the
corridor is single carriageway which causes significant congestion,
particularly during weekends and the summer months.

As set out in the RIS, the Government’s strategy is to improve connectivity
to the south west by upgrading the entire A303/A358 route to a high quality
dual carriageway from the M3, near Basingstoke, to the M5 at Taunton.
This is aimed at enhancing the economy of the south west which
underperforms compared with other regions across the country. The
scheme is one of a planned programme of 8 improvements proposed by
Highways England along the A303/A358 corridor. You can find out more
about the wider plans to improve the A303/A358 corridor by reading
Highways England’s booklet, Creating an Expressway to the South West:
The Case for the A303/A358 Corridor, which is available to read or
download from our consultation website.

The scheme is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
(NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008. As a result, Highways England is
required to submit a Development Consent Order (DCO) application to the
Planning Inspectorate to gain permission to construct the scheme.

The scheme — A358 Taunton to Southfields

The existing A358 between Taunton and Southfields Roundabout is located
in the Taunton Deane Borough Council, South Somerset District Council
and Somerset County Council local authority areas in the County of
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1.4.2.

Somerset. The road runs from north to west and south to east between the
towns of Taunton and liminster. At Taunton, the A358 connects to the M5
motorway at Junction 25 and, at liminster, connects to the A303 at
Southfields Roundabout. The road passes through the parishes of
Ruishton, Thornfalcon, West Hatch, Hatch Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Ashill
and Horton. From Junction 25 of the M5, the road passes through the
village of Henlade before then passing through largely rural farmland before
meeting the A303 at Southfields Roundabout. This is shown on Figure 1.1.

Figure 1.1: Parishes in the V|C|n|ty of the proposed scheme
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The A358 is a main route from the A303 to Taunton, the M5 and beyond. It
is used by commuters, businesses, freight operators, tourists and by the
communities along the route. Between Taunton and Southfields, the road
comprises a mixture of dual and single carriageway, with a number of
existing junctions and private accesses. On weekdays, up to 24,000
vehicles use the single carriageway section, which is designed to carry
13,000 vehicles. The flows are even higher during holiday periods and at
weekends. The result is congestion, queues and poor journey time reliability
and traffic is forecast to rise further as local authorities seek to deliver
economic growth and new development. Other issues causing safety
concerns include:

e Poor junction visibility

e Slow moving agricultural vehicles
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e Limited opportunities for safe overtaking

1.4.3. To address these issues and support the strategy for delivering a high
quality dual carriageway to the south west, the scheme has the following
objectives:

Within that context, we have set ourselves a number of objectives for the scheme,
which are:

e Capacity — reduce delays and queues that occur during peak hours and at
seasonal times of the year

e Safety — improve safety along the route corridor and along the A358
Taunton to Southfields route for pedestrians, cyclists and other non-
motorised users

e Environment — avoid unacceptable impacts on the surrounding natural
and historic environment and landscape and explore opportunities for
enhancement

e Local communities — reduce community severance and promote
opportunities for improving their quality of life

e Connectivity — improve the connectivity of the south west to the rest of the
UK and improve business and growth prospects

¢ Resilience — improve journey time reliability and resilience, and provide
extra capacity to make it easier to manage traffic when incidents occur

e Support economic growth — facilitate growth in jobs and housing by
providing a free-flowing and reliable connection between the south east
and the south west

1.4.4. Following an appraisal and sifting process set out in the TAR (3 April 2017),
Highways England put forward for consultation the scheme proposals
described in Chapter 3.
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2. Approach to Consultation

2.1. Introduction

2.1.1. Highways England recognises the importance of consulting early in the
development of a scheme. For this reason, it chose to consult at a stage

earlier than the statutory requirements, using best practice as a guide.
2.2. Consultation planning

2.2.1. A non-statutory proxy Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) was
developed to provide explanation of how Highways England would consult
about the route options proposals. To help develop the proxy SoCC,
Highways England engaged with the host local authorities’ communications
and community officers. Table 2.1 shows the working group meetings that
took place. Table 2.2 shows a summary of the SoCC, and a full copy can
be found in Appendix B.

Table 2.1:  SoCC Working Group Meetings

Date

14 January 2016

Stakeholders

Somerset County
Council, South
Somerset District
Council, Taunton
Deane Borough
Council

Topics raised

Scheme overview and
building collaborative
relationships

Influence ‘

Awareness of channels of
communication

22 March 2016

Somerset County
Council, South
Somerset District
Council, Taunton
Deane Borough
Council

Explanation of the non-
statutory and statutory
consultation process,
development consent
order process and
development of the SoCC

Clarifying plans to engage
with local parish councils and
ward members

Somerset County
Council, South
Somerset District

Discussion of draft SoCC,
public consultation dates,
update on consultation

Discussions about planned
roll-out of public consultation

26 May 2016 .
Council, Taunton process, progress on the | programme and
Deane Borough project and equality methodologies proposed
Council strategy
Table 2.2:  Summary of SoCC approach

Method

Detail

Public information

events

Public information events will be held at locations along the route of the scheme to
offer people an opportunity to view the proposed route options, speak with the
project team and provide feedback.

Report on Public Consultation
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Method Detail

The local community, businesses and road users will be informed of the events
through channels including written communications, the Highways England website
and local media. Information on how to provide consultation feedback will be
available at the events and the Highways England website.

A printed questionnaire will be available for members of the public to provide
feedback and these can be left with the project team, posted free of charge to a
freepost address or emailed to us.

Information will be available to members of the public detailing how to provide
feedback online at the Highways England website.

Public information Information advertising the public information events will be on view at specified
points public information points.

Consultation brochures will be available at public information points for the local
community and other road users.

Information about how the local community, businesses and other road users can
provide consultation feedback will be available at the public information points.

A printed questionnaire will be available for the local community and other road
users to provide feedback at the public information points and these can be posted
free of charge or emailed to us.

Information detailing how to provide feedback online at the Highways England
website will be available.

Project website Details of the scheme background, the need for the scheme and the proposed
route options will be provided on the scheme web page

(www.highways.gov.uk/Taunton-to-Southfields)

Supporting route option documents including the consultation brochure will be
available to download or print.

A questionnaire will be available for members of the local community and other
road users to provide feedback online.

Written We will send residents and businesses inside the 1,500 metre consultation zone an
communication information letter that explains the proposed route options and the issues being
consulted on. The letters will invite people to the public information events and
detail how consultation feedback can be provided to us.

Other key stakeholder organisations and identified special interest groups will also
receive information letters that explain the route options stage proposals and the
issues being consulted on. The letters will invite recipients to the public information
events and detail how consultation feedback can be provided to us.

Individuals or organisations that have registered to receive further communications
on the Highways England scheme web page will be sent information emails that
explain the proposed route options and the issues being consulted on. The emails
will invite recipients to the public information events and detail how consultation
feedback can be provided to us.

Consultation We will produce a consultation brochure providing information about the route
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Method Detail

brochure options stage proposals, the need for the scheme and the issues being consulted
on. The brochure will be available to view on the Highways England scheme web

page.

The consultation brochure will also be available at public information events and
public information points.

Copies of the consultation brochure can be provided free of charge by request to
Highways England.

Representatives at | We welcome contact from local groups and forums. Where it is considered that

local groups and there is a relevant interest and where a visit is considered proportionate and
forums appropriate, we will attend a local event to discuss the consultation.
Hard-to-reach Appropriate and proportionate consultation tools for hard-to-reach groups, which
groups we have identified by working with local authorities, include:

e Presentations to community groups and organisations

e Appropriate direct engagement with, for example, younger people and
disabled people and representative groups

e Provision of appropriate and accessible materials in local community/hard-
to-reach centres

e Provision of appropriate and accessible materials (i.e. in large print and
alternative languages if requested)

e Venues chosen for public events to be compliant with the Equality Act 2010

Consultation stage | The local community and other road users will be updated about progress of the
updates current stage of consultation through channels including written communications,
the Highways England website, local media and local authority websites,
newsletters and social media.

Consultation Written feedback can be made either online or in writing to Highways England at
feedback the following addresses:

e A358TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysengland.co.uk

e A358 Taunton to Southfields, 2/07K Temple Quay House, 2 The Square,
Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6HA

2.2.2.  The adjoining authorities to Taunton Deane Borough Council, Somerset
County Council and South Somerset District Council, shown on Figure 2.1,
were also engaged during the development of the non-statutory SoCC.
These included Devon County Council, Dorset County Council, Wiltshire
Council, West Somerset District Council, Mid Devon District Council, East
Devon District Council, Mendip District Council, North Devon District
Council, Sedgemoor District Council, North Somerset Council, Bath & North
East Somerset Council, West Dorset District Council, North Dorset District
Council. Advice was provided on the most appropriate means of
consultation in their experience of the local area.
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Figure 2.1: Map of adjacent local authorities
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3. Scheme proposals consulted on

3.1. Introduction

3.1.1.  The scheme proposals consulted on are shown on Figure 3.1.

Figure 3.1: A358 improvement proposals between Taunton and

Southfields
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3.1.2.  Asshown in Figure 3.1, the proposed improvement was divided into 2
sections. The sections were as follows:

e Section 1 - anew motorway junction and dual carriageway from the
M5 to West Hatch

e Section 2—- upgrading the remainder of the A358 along the line of the
existing road to Southfields Roundabout on the A303

Report on Public Consultation Page 12



A358 Taunton to Southfields

3.2. Section 1

3.2.1. Section 1 included:

e A new motorway junction located south of Taunton (Junction A),
located between the existing Junctions 25 and 26.

e A new section of dual carriageway from the M5 to West Hatch.

e Provision of a new split-level junction at West Hatch Lane.

e Creation of Junction B to connect to the A378 and other local areas
including Thornfalcon, Ruishton and Henlade.

e Provision of new bridges or underpasses at locations to be determined
to ensure retention of good connectivity across the dual carriageway
for motorists, cyclists, equestrians, and pedestrians.

3.3. Section 2

3.3.1. Section 2 included:

e Widening of the existing A358 to dual carriageway standard between
West Hatch Lane and Southfields Roundabout.

e Possible new junction near Ashill (Junction C) to accommodate access
to local communities.

e Modifications to Southfields Roundabout to accommodate a new dual
carriageway connection (Junction D).

e Provision of new bridges or underpasses at locations to be determined
to ensure retention of good connectivity across the dual carriageway for
motorists, cyclists, equestrians and pedestrians.
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4. How consultation was undertaken

4.1. Introduction

4.1.1.  The non-statutory public consultation took place between 28 March and 16
July 2017. A website hosted details of the proposed route option including
supporting documentation such as the scheme brochure, consultation
questionnaire and TAR (3 April 2017) (see
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-
southfields). The scheme proposals outlined in Chapter 3 were presented
at 5 public exhibitions in April and June 2017 where the public could discuss
the proposals with members of the project team with specialisms including
traffic modelling and environmental impacts.

4.2. Consultation Programme

4.2.1.  The public consultation period commenced on 28 March 2017 and ended
on 16 July 2017.

4.2.2. A General Election was called during the consultation period and, in
keeping with pre-election guidance, the consultation was suspended during
the period of election purdah. The end of the consultation period was
extended from 20 May to 16 July 2017 as a result.

4.2.3. The consultation event programme began on 28 March 2017 with an
invitation event for elected members, affording them the opportunity to view
and discuss the proposed scheme with the project team ahead of the public
events in the local area. Local parish councillors were invited so that they
could be informed about the proposed scheme to be able to discuss
subsequently with constituents.

424, Tables 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 below detail the consultation events held.

Table 4.1: Invitation preview event

Tuesday 28 March 2017 | Museum of Somerset (Great Hall), 6.30pm to 8.30pm,
Taunton Castle, Castle Green, event welcome at
Taunton, TA1 4AA 7.00pm

Table 4.2: Landholder events

Date Venue Time
Thursday 30 March Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall, 11.00am to 8.00pm
2017 Village Road, Hatch Beauchamp,
Taunton, TA3 6SG
Friday 31 March 2017 The Wyvern Club, Mountfields 11.00am to 8.00pm
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Road, Taunton, TA1 3BJ

Monday 3 April 2017

Monks Yard (Conference Room),
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
IIminster, Somerset, TA19 9PT

11.00am to 8.00pm

Tuesday 4 April 2017

Holiday Inn Taunton M5 J25 (Priory
Suite 3 and 4), Deane Gate
Avenue, Taunton, TA1 2UA

11.00am to 8.00pm

Table 4.3:

Date
Friday 7 April 2017

Public Events

Venue

Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall,
Village Road, Hatch Beauchamp,
Taunton, TA3 6SG

Time
10.00am to 6.00pm

Saturday 8 April 2017

Taunton Racecourse (Owners and
Trainers Paddock Stand), Orchard
Portman, Taunton, TA3 7BL

10.00am to 6.00pm

Monday 10 April 2017

Holiday Inn Taunton M5 J25
(Blackdown Suite), Deane Gate
Avenue, Taunton, TA1 2UA

12.00 noon to 8.00pm

Tuesday 11 April 2017

Monks Yard (Conference Room),
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
IIminster, Somerset, TA19 9PT

12.00 noon to 8.00pm

Friday 30 June 2017
(replacing an event
planned for 8 May, but
postponed due to the
election purdah)

Holiday Inn Taunton M5 J25
(Blackdown Suite), Deane Gate
Avenue, Taunton, TA1 2UA

10.00am to 7.00pm

4.2.5.  An overview of public consultation events is set out below:
e Invitation preview event — An evening event was held for local
elected representatives
e Landholder events — Events were held for landholders and tenants
with land interests within 150 metres of the scheme. These events
were by appointment only, to allow landholders to discuss concerns
with specialists from the project team
e Public events — The public events provided valuable insight into views
held by the local community and how they use the existing road
network. There were 5 public events, with 1,670 people attending
overall. Additional events took place within parished areas along the
route, which were open to the public
4.2.6. A scheme consultation website was launched, where consultation materials
could be viewed and information about how to respond to the consultation
was available. The website’s address is:
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-southfields/
4.2.7.  The consultation materials available on the scheme website included:

e  Consultation brochure (Appendix D)
e Consultation questionnaire (Appendix C)

Report on Public Consultation
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e Technical Appraisal Report
e Environmental constraints plan (Appendix E)

4.2.8. In addition to the public events listed in Table 4.3, a number of additional
events were held with stakeholders as listed in Table 4.4. At each event, a
presentation on the scheme proposals was given by Highways England.
This was followed by a question and answer session which provided
attendees with the opportunity to ask about the scheme proposals and the
way forward.

Table 4.4: Additional stakeholder presentations

Date ‘ Attendees

Wednesday 14 June 2017 Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council
Monday 19 June 2017 Stoke St Mary Parish Council
Wednesday 21 June 2017 Heart of the South West Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP)

Wednesday 21 June 2017 Ruishton Parish Council
Tuesday 27 June 2017 Killams and Mountfields Ward
Monday 3 July 2017 Ashill Parish Council
Tuesday 4 July 2017 University of the Third Age
Tuesday 4 July 2017 Broadway Parish Council
Thursday 6 July 2017 West Hatch Parish Council

4.3. Publicising the consultation

4.3.1.  The public consultation was promoted in accordance with the proxy SoCC
in the following ways:

e Letters were sent to 109 organisations outlining the scheme proposals
and drawing attention to the scheme website and public consultation
events, including an invitation to attend the preview event for elected
representatives (Appendix F). The organisations included
representatives of hard-to-reach groups. A list of key stakeholder
organisations that also received this letter can be found at Appendix I.

e Letters were sent to 356 potentially affected landholders outlining the
scheme proposals and drawing attention to the scheme website, public
information points (see Table 4.5), public consultation events and
including an invitation to book an individual appointment at a
landholder event. A copy of this letter can be found in Appendix H

e Letters were sent to 7,289 addresses located within 1500 metres of the
route option outlining the scheme proposals and drawing attention to
the scheme website, public information points and public consultation
events. A copy of this letter can be found in Appendix G
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e The Department for Transport issued a press release on 28 March
2017 (Appendix A) to local media, explaining scheme proposal and
promoting details of the public consultation

e All details of the route option proposals and consultation material,
including the means to contact Highways England and to complete an
online questionnaire (Appendix C), were published on the scheme’s
consultation website. A copy of the public consultation brochure can be
found at Appendix D.

e A poster was displayed at all public information points, advertising the
times and venues of the public events. This can be found on the
scheme’s consultation website

4.4. Public information points

4.4.1. Consultation materials were made available at public information points in
the vicinity of the scheme proposal. This allowed interested parties to collect
the consultation brochure and questionnaire if they were unable to attend
one of the scheduled public events. The non-statutory SoCC working group
was consulted on the selection of these venues to ensure their suitability for
public access. The venue locations are detailed in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5: Public information points

Public information points

Taunton Deane Borough Council, Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton, Somerset,
The Deane House, Belvedere TA1 3XZ

Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1

1HE

Somerset County Council, County South Somerset District Council, Brympton Way,
Hall, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4DY | Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2HT

Petherton Library, St. James Street, | Martock Library, Martock Shopping Centre,
South Petherton, Somerset, TA13 Martock, Somerset, TA12 6DL
5BS

lIminister Meeting House & Arts Henlade Post Office, Henlade, Taunton, TA3 5DH
Centre, East Street, lIminster, TA19
O0AN

4.4.2.  Atthe public information points the following consultation material was
available:

e The consultation brochure

e The consultation questionnaire and freepost envelope

e A copy of the Technical Appraisal Report

e The poster detailing public consultation/exhibition events and scheme
website
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4.5. Receiving feedback

4.5.1. The public consultation period closed on 16 July 2017, when the scheme
website was closed for questionnaire submissions. Highways England
accepted submissions sent to the freepost address for a period of 2 weeks
after the end of the public consultation period. All paper entries, letters and
emails received were added to our feedback database for analysis.
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5. Overview of consultation feedback

5.1. Analysis of feedback

5.1.1.  The consultation period closed on 16 July 2017 with 1,198 questionnaire
responses received. The questionnaire responses received were primarily
from members of the local community, with a number of statutory and non-
statutory bodies submitting formal reports and letters in place of a
guestionnaire. Full copies of the letters and formal reports received from
organisations can be found in Appendix J. The matters raised by submitted
reports and letters have been reviewed and considered along with the free
text comments provided via the questionnaire responses.

5.1.2.  Of the 1,198 questionnaires received, 520 paper questionnaires were
submitted to the freepost address. These were combined with the electronic
responses and analysed collectively.

5.1.3.  Analysis of the questionnaire feedback has identified 6 significant themes
commonly arising from views expressed by respondents. The themes are:

e Junction proposals

e Alternative routes

e Highways design

e Local community considerations
e Views on the consultation

e Environmental effects

5.1.4.  All matters raised by individual members of the public have been collated
and summarised under the above themes in feedback logs, ready for
response by Highways England. As mentioned in the introduction to this
report (see paragraph 1.1.2), Highways England’s responses to the matters
raised will be provided later in an updated version of this report which will
be published when the preferred route for the scheme is announced
following the further consultation being held.

5.1.5. Matters raised by statutory and non-statutory bodies have been separated
out and summarised in a separate feedback log.

5.1.6.  The results of the questionnaire responses are presented in Section 5.2
below, followed by summaries of the matters raised by theme in Section
5.3.
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5.2.

5.2.1.

5.2.2.

5.2.3.

5.2.4.

5.2.5.

Consultation questionnaire results

The questionnaire results have been recorded and collated as presented
below, starting with Question 1:

Question 1 - The objectives of this scheme are detailed in the
consultation brochure. To what degree do you believe the scheme
proposal has achieved the objectives?

Figure 5.1: Achievement of scheme objectives

Not Answered
4% /—

Strongly agree
11%

= Strongly agree

Agree
Agree Neutral
Strongly 2 )
disagree 21% Disagree

m Strongly disagree
= Not Answered

39%

Neutral
11%

Disagree

14%

Figure 5.1 shows that 53% of respondents thought that the proposed
scheme would not achieve the objectives set out in the consultation
brochure.

Question 2 - The scheme aims to relieve congestion on the strategic
road network (A358/A303 corridor). How, and to what extent, do you
believe your regular journeys will be affected?

The following is representative feedback from respondents who state that
their regular journeys will be improved:

“It won't take me 45 minutes to travel 1.2 miles if the new road goes ahead.”

“Journeys between West Dorset and the M5 will be significantly improved
and more reliable.”

“Traffic flow should improve and the holdups caused by slower moving
vehicles would be alleviated.”

“It would definitely improve local journeys to and from work in Taunton.”
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“Getting to the motorway will be much easier, and to Taunton which can
now be a nightmare.”

“My daily commute will be improved.”
“My regular journeys on that route will be significantly shorter.”

5.2.6.  The following is representative feedback from respondents who state that
their regular journeys will not be improved:

“The scheme will have little impact on the traffic congestion through
Henlade”

“As traffic through Henlade will remain as bad as ever my normal journeys
will be unaffected.”

“I can't see how this scheme makes any difference at all.”
“Access to A358 will be a problem if lanes to new junctions are inadequate.”

“Won't have direct access onto the A358 so journey times will increase by
getting to a junction to enter road.”

5.2.7. Question 3 - A new roundabout motorway junction (Junction A) is
proposed allowing all movements between the M5 and A358. To what
extent do you agree with the proposed new junction at this location?

Figure 5.2: Extent of agreement with new junction at proposed
location

Not Answered
3%

m Strongly agree

Agree
st | Agree Neutral
rongly —— 16% ;

42% m Strongly disagree

Neutral m Not Answered
15%
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5.2.8. Figure 5.2 shows that 51% of respondents disagreed with the proposed
location of the new junction.
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5.2.9. Question 4 - A new junction which allows traffic to leave and join the
new road using slip roads without hindering traffic remaining on the
road, is proposed to connect to the existing A358 near West Hatch
(Junction B). To what extent do you agree with the proposed junction
and its location?

Figure 5.3: Extent of agreement with proposed junction and its

location
Strongly  Not Answered
disagree 4%
8% O\
m Strong agree
Disagree _— Agree
8%

Neutral
Disagree
Ng;’f/ral m Strongly
’ Agreed disagree

39%

5.2.10. Figure 5.3 shows that 57% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed on
proposals for a new junction on the A358 near West Hatch, with 16%
disagreeing.

5.2.11. Question 5- A new junction which allows traffic to leave and join the
new road (using slip roads without hindering traffic remaining on the
road) is proposed at Park Barn Lane (Junction C) east of Ashill. To
what extent do you agree with the proposed junction and its location?
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Figure 5.4: Extent of agreement with proposed junction and its

location
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5.2.12.
junction at Park Barn Lane.

5.2.13.

Figure 5.4 shows that there was a balance of opinion on the proposed

Question 6 - Junction D is the existing Southfields Roundabout which

will be upgraded to accommodate a new dual carriageway connection.
Do you have any comments on the existing junction?

Figure 5.5: Extent of agreement with proposed junction
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5.2.14.

Figure 5.5 shows that the majority of respondents were neutral with regards

to upgrading the existing Southfields Roundabout, with a further 29%

agreeing or strongly agreeing.

5.2.15.
junction:

Representative feedback from respondents who commented on the existing

Report on Public Consultation

Page 23



A358 Taunton to Southfields

“A decent roundabout is needed to assist with the sheer flow of traffic. The
traffic at the moment off the liminster bypass gets confused with which exit
to take, and which lane. Nightmare for locals.”

“A smooth transition from 358 to 303 is of utmost importance.”

“Currently the roundabout causes some of the congestion. Direct access
from the A358 to the A303 heading to Yeovil would help considerably.”

“From Taunton, the approach to the Southfields Roundabout on the A358
can tail back a long way as it is a lane here. Also, approaching the
roundabout on the A303 from the east, it can be a bit confusing which exit
to take for the M5 & Taunton and which lane on the roundabout to occupy.”

“This is a real 'pinch -point’ for traffic flow, but the liminster by-pass also
needs dualling to improve traffic flow.”

“I am against the proposed new route to take traffic from the south east and
London and direct it towards Devon and Cornwall via to A358 and Taunton.
By doing so will create more traffic on local roads. It will be of little economic
benefit, and will merely increase the time and environmental cost of
journeys from the south east to the south west.”

“The problem at Southfields roundabout is the volume of traffic on the A303.
Trying to cross the roundabout to get into liminster is ridiculous, traffic is
regularly backed up on the A358 from Chard as far back as the bridge over
the A303 at Donyatt. Traffic on the A358 is also regularly queued often as
far back as Stewley. | hope the roundabout upgrade will address this issue
making travel and congestion problems easier for local motorists.”

“I am concerned about the environmental impact of this junction.”
“Any increased capacity will soon be swamped by the extra traffic flow.”

“Not much point unless the liminster bypass is dualled. As anyone local
knows, it is an accident on the Bypass (usually on a high summer weekend)
that brings the A358 to a halt.”

5.2.16. Question 7 - Are there any further aspects of the scheme that you feel
we should take into consideration?

5.2.17. Highways England has analysed responses to Question 7, along with views
expressed under the other questions, and has identified themes considered
to be significant and common (see paragraph 5.1.3). All matters raised by
individual respondents have been extracted and collated within the
appropriate identified theme, as set out in the response logs in Appendix J.

Report on Public Consultation Page 24



A358 Taunton to Southfields

5.2.18. Responses from statutory and non-statutory bodies and community
organisations have been similarly analysed and the matters raised have
been included in a separate response log also found in Appendix J.

5.2.19. Question 8 - How did you find out about the A358 Taunton to
Southfields scheme consultation?

Figure 5.6: How respondents became aware of consultation
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5.2.20. Figure 5.6 shows that the greatest proportion of respondents became
aware of the consultation by a letter received from Highways England. Local
newspaper advertising, articles or websites was the next most frequent
method of raising awareness. In the other classification the most common
responses were from social media, including a Member of Parliament’s
profile, and through word of mouth.
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5.2.21. Question 9 — What is your interest in the scheme?

Figure 5.7: Respondent’s interest in the scheme
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5.2.22. Figure 5.7 shows that residents that live along the section of the A358
make up the biggest group of respondents. Those who commute and use
the road for tourism or leisure made up the next biggest groups
respectively.

5.2.23. Question 10 - Please tell us how concerned you are about the
following issues:

Road Safety

Figure 5.8: Respondent’s concern regarding road safety
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5.2.24.

5.2.25.

5.2.26.

Figure 5.8 shows that 77% of respondents have concerns about road
safety on the A358.

Traffic Congestion

Figure 5.9: Respondent’s concern regarding traffic congestion

No concern

Little concern —__
7%

Concerned

25%

No opinion
3% 1%

Not Answered
5%

m Very concerned
Concerned
Little concern
No concern

m No opinion

m Not Answered

Figure 5.9 shows that 84% of respondents have concerns about traffic
congestion on the A358.

Economic Growth

Figure 5.10: Respondent’s concern regarding economic growth

Not Answered
10%

No opinion
4%

No concern
10%

Little concern
22%

Concerned
27%

m Very concerned
Concerned
Little concern
No concern

m No opinion

® Not Answered

Figure 5.10 shows that 54% of respondents have concerns about economic

growth.
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5.2.27.

5.2.28.

Air Pollution

Figure 5.11: Respondent’s concern regarding air pollution
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Figure 5.11 shows that 73% of respondents have concerns about air

pollution.

Connectivity and access for pedestrians, cyclists and other non-

motorised users

Figure 5.12: Respondent’s concern regarding connectivity and access
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Figure 5.12 shows that 69% of respondents have concerns about

pedestrian, cycle and equestrian connectivity and access.
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5.2.29. Question 11 - How do you normally travel on the route?

Figure 5.13: Respondent’s method of travel along the A358
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5.2.30. Figure 5.13 shows that car or van is by far the most used method of
transport by respondents on the A358.

5.2.31. Question 12 - How often do you use this route?

Figure 5.14: Respondent’s frequency of travel along the A358
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5.2.32. Figure 5.14 shows that 60% of respondents use the route daily or 2-3 times
a week.
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5.2.33. Question 13 - When do you use the route most?

Figure 5.15: Respondent’s periods of using the A358
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5.2.34. Figure 5.15 shows the distribution of respondents’ usage of the A358
across peak and off-peak daytime periods and at weekends.

5.2.35. Question 14 - Please tell us the main purpose for travelling on the
A358?

Figure 5.16: Respondent’s main reason for travel on the A358
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5.2.36. Figure 5.16 shows that 91% of respondents use the A358 for work, leisure
or personal reasons.
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5.2.37. Question 15 - What is your age?

Figure 5.17: Respondent’s age

Under 16 16 - 24

25 - 34
"

Not Answered
10%

m Under 16
16 - 24
25-34
35-44

m45-54

m55 - 64

H G5+

= Not Answered

65+
34%

5.2.38. Figure 5.17 shows that 57% of respondents were aged 55 or above.

5.2.39. Question 16 - What is your gender?

Figure 5.18: Respondent’s gender
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5.2.40. Figure 5.18 shows that over half of respondents described themselves as
male.
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5.2.41. Question 17 - How would you describe your national identity?

Figure 5.19: Respondent’s self-described national identity
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5.2.42. Figure 5.19 shows that the nearly half of respondents described
themselves as white.

5.2.43. Question 18 - Do you consider yourself to have a disability?

Figure 5.20 Disability of respondents
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5.2.44. Figure 5.20 shows that 5% of respondents to question 18 considered
themselves to have a disability.
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5.3. Summary of matters raised by theme

5.3.1.  As explained in paragraph 5.1.3, 6 themes have been identified which
capture the matters raised by respondents. Those matters are summarised
below, with greater detail set out in the feedback logs.

5.4. Junction proposals

5.4.1. Respondents commented on proposals for new junctions with the M5
(Junction A), with the existing A358 (Junction B) and near Ashill (Junction
C), as well as with the Southfields Roundabout (Junction D). (See Figure
3.1, Chapter 3.)

Junction A

5.4.2. A number of respondents who commented on Junction A questioned
whether drivers would use the new junction in preference to continuing to
use the existing A358 through Henlade to travel into Taunton or to gain
access to the M5 via Junction 25. Respondents also made comments
around the proximity of the proposed junction to residential developments.

Junction B

5.4.3. A number of respondents felt that drivers would prefer using local roads to
the new junction to access Taunton through Henlade, and raised concerns
about the potential for rat-running and the problem of traffic still bottle-
necking on the A303.

Junction C

5.4.4. As with Junction B, a number of respondents suggested that drivers would
prefer using local roads passing through Staple Fitzpaine and Bickenhall
and Ashill to the new junction. There was also concern that the close
proximity of Junction B to Junction C would adversely affect properties
along the present A358.

Junction D - Southfields Roundabout

5.4.5. Respondents highlighted the need for the Southfields Roundabout to have
sufficient capacity for the predicted volumes of traffic. A number also
expressed a preference for joining the A303 to the A358 instead of
upgrading the roundabout. It was also noted that the improvements to the
Southfields Roundabout would not benefit the road network unless
improvements were also made to the A303 to accommodate additional
capacity.

Report on Public Consultation Page 33



A358 Taunton to Southfields

5.5. Alternative routes

5.5.1. Many respondents wanted to see alternative routes being considered for
connecting with the M5, often referencing options described in the
Technical Appraisal Report.

5.6. Highways design

5.6.1. Responses on highways design included an emphasis on the need to
consider and accommodate non-motorised users safely and conveniently.
There were also comments about flooding, safety and on the need to
reduce traffic congestion.

Non-motorised users

5.6.2. Many respondents sought assurance that safe connectivity for non-
motorised users would be maintained or improved.

Safety

5.6.3. Respondents highlighted the need for the design of junctions to
accommodate safe movements by all users, motorised and non-motorised.

Traffic

5.6.4. Some respondents outlined concerns over whether the scheme as
proposed would be effective in reducing congestion.

5.6.5. Respondents also suggested that journeys from local roads to gain access
to the new dual carriageway, past Henlade, could result in slower and more
challenging journeys than the alternative of continuing to use the current
section of the A358 through Henlade.

5.7. Local community considerations

5.7.1. Respondents expressed concern about the potential impact of the
proposals on local communities, highlighting in particular the need to
consider the scheme’s relationship with local roads and its impact on the
local economy.

Local roads

5.7.2.  Many respondents sought assurance that local connectivity between
communities would be retained safely and efficiently.
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Local economy

5.7.3.  Some respondents stated that they felt the proposals would have a negative
economic impact on Taunton by enabling traffic to bypass the town.

5.7.4.  Other respondents noted that some local businesses rely on passing trade
from traffic on the A358 and raised concerns about the consequences of
reducing traffic on the existing road.

5.8. Views on the consultation

5.8.1. Respondents made a number of comments on the consultation process.
These included a desire to express views on options other than those
included in the consultation and wanting the consultation materials to
contain sufficient detail to enable comments to be made. Issues were also
raised about the effectiveness of consulting hard-to-reach groups especially
non-motorised users, including cyclists and horse riders. Respondents also
noted the impact of the timing of the consultation, with a pause due to the
General Election.

5.9. Environmental effects

Respondents highlighted their concerns about wanting to see the
countryside protected. Other issues raised included concerns about noise
and light pollution, air quality, wildlife and habitats, drainage, cultural
heritage and landscape.
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6. Conclusions and next steps

6.1.1. Highways England would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the
consultation and submitted a consultation response.

6.1.2.  The consultation has highlighted a variety of views about the scheme.
Having carefully considered the feedback received, Highways England has
concluded that, before selecting a preferred route, it would be beneficial to
hold a further consultation on its scheme proposals, with more options for
connecting with the M5.

6.1.3.  The purpose of this second period of non-statutory consultation will be to
gather more feedback that can inform the decision-making on the choice of
preferred route for the scheme. Highways England will publish the results of
this consultation in a further report when the preferred route is announced.
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Appendix A: Route options consultation
Department for Transport press release

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-route-to-provide-better-journeys-in-somersetA

MNews story
New route to provide better journeys

in Somerset

From: Department for Transport, Highways England, and The Rt Hon
Chris Grayling MP

Part of: Road network and traffic

Published: 28 March 2017

A358 upgrade to boost business and tourism in south-west.

A new route to upgrade a major south-west road has been proposed today
(28 March 2017) by Transport Secretary Chris Grayling.

The A358 between the M5 at Taunton and the A303 Southfields will be made
into a dual carriageway, leading to quicker journeys for motorists.

Currently, the road is a2 mix of single and dual carriageway, leading to
bottlenecks and congestion. It also carries more vehicles than it was
designed for, causing further delays.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

% We are spending £15 billion on upgrading our major roads - the biggest
investment in a generation.

% This latest announcement is the next stage in our commitment to deliver
improvements to the south-west. The A358 is a key route between the
south-west and London and provides a vital link to Somerset communities.
& dual carriageway will help existing businesses thrive and create
opportunities for new companies as well as boosting tourism.

“ The upgraded route is long overdue, but we are now taking action to cut
congestion on the A358 to give motorists quicker, safer and more reliable
journeys.”

The government is also improving the nearby A303 at Stonehenge and
between Sparkford and llchester.

Today, Highways England started its consultation into the A358 uparade. It
will close on 20 May.

Jim Q"Sullivan, chief executive of Highways England, said:

% This scheme will take us a step closer to transforming the A303/4358
corridor into a new type of strategic road which is as safe and reliable as a
motorway and where fast and reliable journeys are the norm.
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# Qur consultation and programme of public exhibitions will give everyone a
chance to hear more about the proposal and tell us what they think of our
plans to deliver the scheme.”

The route would see the existing road upgraded between Southfields and
West Hatch, where it will split into a new dual carriageway linking with M5 at
a new junction at Shoreditch.

A new junction on the M5 would help support major development
opportunities south of Taunton.

Alongside the upgraded road will be enhanced provision for cyclists,
equestrians and pedestrians.

This consultation is your opportunity to express your views on the proposals
ahead of further development work.

& preferred route will be announced this winter, with work starting in spring
2020.

View the proposed route options at the following events:

Date Venue Time

Friday 7 April Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall, Chestrut View, Hatch Beauchamp, 10:00amto

2017 Taunten TA3 6TH E.00pm
Saturday 8 April  Taunton Racecourse, Orchard Portman, Taunten TAS 7BL 10:00zm to
2017 6.00pm
Monday 10 April.  Holidzay Inn, Deana Gate Avenue, Somerset, UK TAT 2UA 12:00 to
207 8.00pm
Tuesday 11 April  Menks Yard, Horton Cross Farm, Ilminster TA19 9PT 12200 to
2017 8.00pm
Monday 8 May  Holiday Inn, Deana Gate Avenue, Somerset, UK TAT 2UA 10:00zm to
2017 5.00pm

Consultation materials will be available to view from 28 March until 20 May
2017 during normal opening hours at the following places:

* Taunton Deane Borough Council, The Deane House, Belvedere Rd,
Taunton, Somerset, TA11HE

* Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 3XZ2
« Somerset County Council, County Hall, Taunton, Somerset, TAT1 4DY

* South Somerset District Council, Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20
2HT

* |lminster Town Council, Council Offices/Morth St, Ilminster, Somerset,
TA19 0DG

Roads media enquiries

Media enqguiries
0207944 301
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A358 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme - Statement of
Community Consultation

Highways England is inviting feedback from the local community and road users on its
proposal to improve the A358 between Taunton and Southfields in South Somerset.

This non-statutory Statement of Community Consultation (the statement) provides
background to the proposed route option, seeks comments and explains how a future
Development Consent Order (DCO) application fo improve the A358 between Taunton
and Southfields will progress.

The purpose of the statement is to set out how we will consult the local community and
road users about the proposed route option.

The statement provides details of where further information can be obtained or viewed
and how feedback by the local community and road users about the proposed route
option can be provided to us.

Development Consent Order Process

The scheme is classified as a nationally significant infrastructure project (NSIP) under
the Planning Act 2008. The Act sets out in Part 5, Chapter 2 (Pre-application procedure)
a number of requirements for NSIPs. This includes a duty to consult with the local
community, statutory consultzes, landowners, local authorities, and other non-statutory
consultees.

Before the scheme enters the formal consultation stage under the Act a penod of non-
statutory engagement will take place as part of the pre-application process. This period
will include an options stage consultation enabling early involvement from the local
communities and statutory consultees.

The proposed route option consultation

This statement advises how we will consult with the local community and road users
during the non-statutory route options stage of the proposal to improve the A358
between Taunton and Southfields.

Public feedback received during the non-statutory route options stage consultation will
be recorded and carefully considered by Highways England when selecting a preferred
route option, before a perod of statutory consultation is commenced.

Under Section 43 of the Act, we are required to consult with the relevant local
authorities. As part of the this stage preparation, consultation has been undertaken with
host local authonties and adjoining local authonties. Their views have been taken into

account to develop the proposed route option consultation approach and prepare this
statement.

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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The Act requires us to submit an application to the Secretary of State through the
Planning Inspectorate (FINS) for a DCO to build the scheme. The Secretary of State’s
role is to consider whether DCO approval should be given for major infrastructure
projects like this scheme. On submission of the DCO application to PINs, we anticipate
the full DCO application will be published by the end of 2018. The Secretary of State will
consider the DCO application and decide on whether the scheme should go ahead.

The Government has published Mational Policy Statements (NPS) relating to the types
of infrastructure projects the Secretary of State will examine. These provide frameworks
for DCO applications to be considered against. Major road infrastructure proposals are
subject to the NP'S for Mational Networks.

The outcomes of the non-statutory proposed route option stage consultation will provide
guidance that assists us to select a preferred scheme option. The results and findings
from the consultation will help shape the approach to the formal pre-application
consultation.

Consultation with people living in the vicinity of a proposed development site is an
important aspect of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project proposal, and
feedback received from the local community and road users during the proposed route
option stage consultation and pre-application consultation will help to deliver a better
final scheme application.

A period of formal consultation, as required by Section 47 of the Act, is scheduled to
take place in the second half of 2017. This will take place following selection of a
preferred route option and before a DCO application is made to PINS.

More information about the PINS, the Act and how to participate in the DCO process
can be found on the PINS national infrastructure planning website at

http:/finfrastructure. planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ or by calling PINS on 0303 444 5000.
The road improvement scheme

The AJ03/A358 corndor is a vital connection between the South West and London and
the South East. While the majority of the road has been dualled, there are still over 30
miles of single camageway. These sections act as bottlenecks for users of the route
resulting in congestion, particularly in the summer months and at weekends, delays to
traffic travelling between the M3 and the South West and an increased risk of accidents.

The route corridor comprises multiple road standards, including single carriageways,
single camriageways with overtaking lanes and dual carmageway sections with
associated road junctions and varying speed limits between 40mph and 70mph.

The section of the A358 between Taunton and Southfields comprises a mixture of dual
and single camageway, with a number of existing junctions and private accesses. Many
of these junctions suffer from poor visibility and are a contributing factor to the road’s
poor accident record.

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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The proposed scheme would provide a quality dual camageway link from the M5 at
Taunton to the A303, and is likely to include new and replacement slip roads, junctions
and road bridges to replace existing junctions and direct access roads.

Consulting the community

The consultation is a process by which the local community living in the vicinity of the
A358 between Taunton and Southfields and those that make use of the A358 road
network between Taunton and Southfields are invited to participate in the consultation
and provide feedback to the proposed route option.

Highways England wants to ensure that the local community and road users have the
opportunity to understand the proposed route option proposal and to provide feedback.
To do this we will undertake a period of consultation in spring 2017.

Consultation materials will detail information about the need for the schemes, proposed
route option, including route improvement alternatives, proposed road access
arrangements, traffic modelling, the DCO process and the scheme timescales.

We will be using a range of methods during the consultation period to ensure that the
local community, read users and any other interested party have an opportunity to view
and provide feedback on the proposed route option stage proposal.

The proposed route option consultation will include the following methodologies:

Paddock Stand), Orchard
Partman, Taunton, TA3
TBL

Method Detail
Public information Public information events will be held at the following locations
events and times along the route of the scheme.
Date Venue Time
Friday 7 April Hatch Beauchamp Village | 10.00am to
2017 Hall, Village Rd, Hatch 6.00pm
Beauchamp, Taunton, TA3
685G
Saturday 8 April | Taunfon Racecourse 10.00am to
2017 (Owners and Trainers 6.00pm

2017 J25 (Blackdown Suite), 8.00pm
Deane Gate Avenue,
Taunton, TA1 2UA

Monday 10 April | Holiday Inn Taunton M5 12.00 noon to

2017 Roomy), Horton Cross 8.00pm
Farm, Horton Cross,
liminster, Somerset, TA19
aPT

Tuesday 11 April | Monks Yard (Conference 12.00 noon fo
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Monday 8 May Holiday Inn Taunton M5 10.00am to
2017 J25 (Blackdown Suite) 5.00pm
Deane Gate Avenue,
Taunton, TA1 2UA

The events will provide people with an opportunity to understand
the need for the scheme, to view the proposed route option,
speak with the project team and provide feedback.

The local community, businesses and road users will be informed
of the events through channels including written communications,
the Highways England website and local media.

Information on how to provide consultation feedback will be
available at the events and the Highways England website.

A printed questionnaire will be available for members of the
public to provide feedback and these can be left with the project
team, posted free of charge, emailed to us or a version can be
completed online.

Information will be available to members of the public detailing
how to provide feedback online at the Highways England website.

Public information
points

Information advertising the public information events will be on
view at the following public information points.

Public Information Points
Taunton Deane Borough Taunton Library, Paul Street,
Council, The Deane House, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 3XZ
Belvedere Rd, Taunton,
Somerset, TA1 1HE

Somerset County Council, South Somerset District Council,
County Hall, Taunton, Somerset, | Brympton Way, Yeowil,
TA14DY Somerset, BAZ0 2HT

South Petherton Library, St. Martock Library, Martock

James Street, South Petherton, | Shopping Centre, Martock,
Somerset, TA13 5B Somerset, TA12 6DL

liminster Meeting House & Aris Henlade Post Office, Henlade,
Centre, East Street, liminster, Taunton TA3 5DH
TA19 0AN

Consultation brochures will be available at public information
points for the local community and other road users to review and
take away.

Information about how the local community, businesses and other
road users can provide consultation feedback will be available at
the public information points.

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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A printed questionnaire will be available for members of the local
community and other road users to provide feedback at the public
information points and these can be posted free of charge,
emailed to us or a version can be completed online.

Information detailing how to provide feedback online at the
Highways England website will be available.

Parish council area
group meetings

We will meet with representatives from the parish councils
located within the vicinity of the route option, to seek information
on localised issues, ahead of the public consultation events.

Project website

Details of the scheme background, the need for the scheme and
the proposed route options will be provided on the scheme web
page at

www_highways_gov.uk/Taunton-to-Southfields

Supporting route option documents including the consultation
brochure will be available to download or print.

A questionnaire will be available for members of the local
community and other road users to provide feedback online.

Written communication

We will send 7,289 residents and businesses inside the
consultation zone (see Appendix 1.1) an information letter that
explains the proposed route option and the issues being
consulted on. The letter will invite people to the public information
events and detail how consultation feedback can be provided to
us.

Other key stakeholder organisations and special interest groups
will also receive information letters, explaining the proposed route
option and the issues being consulted on. The letter will invite
recipients to the public information events and detail how
consultation feedback can be provided fo us.

Individuals or organisations that have registered to receive further
communications on the Highways England scheme web page will
be sent information emails, explaining the proposed route option
and the issues being consulted on. The emails will invite
recipients to the public information events and detail how
consultation feedback can be provided to us.

Consultation brochure

We have produced a consultation brochure providing information
about the proposed route option, the need for the scheme, the
issues being consulted on, the DCO process and the scheme
timescales. The brochure will be available to view on the
Highways England scheme web page.

The consultation brochure will also be availlable at public
information events and public information points.

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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Copies of the consultation brochure can be provided free of
charge by request to Highways England.

Use of local authority
and parish council
communications
channels

We will promote the proposed route option consultation through
lecal autherity and parish council communication channels,
including their respective websites, newsletters and social media
pages.

Representatives at local
groups and forums

We welcome contact from local groups and forums. Where it is
considered that there is a relevant interest and where a visit is
considered proportionate and appropriate, we will attend a local
event to discuss the proposed route option consultation.

Hard to reach groups

An appropriate and proportionate ‘hard to reach’ engagement
plan will be developed with the assistance and agreement of
relevant local authority personnel and third sector organisations.

Appropriate and proportionate consultation tools for hard to reach
groups could include:

» Presentations to community groups and organisations

s Appropnate direct engagement with, for example, younger
people and disabled people and representative groups

+ Provision of appropriate and accessible materials in local
community/hard to reach centres

* Provision of appropriate and accessible materials (i.e. in
large print and alternative languages if requested)

» “enues chosen for public events to be compliant with the
Equality Act 2010

Proposed Route
optionconsultation
updates

The local community and other road users will be updated about
progress of the proposed route option stage consultation through
channels including written communications, the Highways
England website, local media and local authonty websites,
newsletters and social media.

Consultation feedback

Wnitten feedback can be made either online or in writing to
Highways England at the following addresses:
» A35ETauntontoSouthfieldsDualling@highwaysengland.co.uk
e A303 Taunton to Southfields Dualling, 2/07K Temple Quay
House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6HA

Media

The proposed route option stage consultation will be publicised
through online media channels by means of a Highways England
press release detailing the consultation process and explaining
how the local community and road users can provide feedback.

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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Documents available for inspection

Scheme summary information and copies of the consultation material will be available
online and will be updated regularly at the Highways England scheme web page.

Next steps

Feedback provided by members of the local community and road users during the
proposed route option stage consultation will be recorded by Highways England. After
the consultation penod ends, the views and opinions expressed during the consultation
will be considered and project team responses recorded in a consultation report.

Please contact Highways England to find out mere about this scheme by:

+ visiting the scheme webpage at www_highways. gov.ukiTaunton-to-Southfislds

* emailing the project team at
A358TauntontoSouthfieldsDualling@highwaysengland.co.uk

« telephoning the project team on 0300 123 5000 (9am to 5pm, Monday to
Friday)

+ writing to the project team at A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling, 2/07K
Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6HA

The deadline for respenses is 11.59pm on 20 May 2017
Consultation zone

The consultation zone covers a geographical area of approximately 1.5 kilometres from
any point on the propesed route option under consultation. In certain areas the 1.5
kilometre zone has been extended to include additional population centres. A map
showing the consultation zone boundary is in appendix 1.1.

Local authorities consulted

Host local authorities: (Somerset County Council, South Somerset District Council and
Taunton Deane Berough Council)

Adjoining local authorities: (Devon County Council, Dorset County Council, Wiltshire
Council, West Somerset District Council, Mid Devon Distnict Council, East Devon
District Council, Mendip District Council, North Devon District Council, Sedgemoor
District Council, North Somerset Council, Bath & Morth East Somerset Council, West
Darset District Council, North Dorset District Council)

A338 Taunton to Southfields road improvement scheme —
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Public information event venues, dates and times

A minimum of four public events will be held during the consultation peried. These
events will be located at strategic locations along the proposed route option. The
venues will be chosen based on the suitability of the building, ease of access for all
members of the local community, and available facilities.

The public exhibitions will be located at the following venues and times:

Date Venue Time

Friday 7 April 2017 Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall, 10.00am to 6.00pm
Yillage Rd, Hatch Beauchamp,
Taunton, TA3 65G

Saturday 8 April 2017 Taunton Racecourse (Owners and 10.00am to 6.00pm

Trainers Paddock Stand), Crchard

Portman, Taunton, TA3 YBL

Monday 10 Aprl 2017

Holiday Inn Taunton M5 J25
(Blackdown Suite), Deane Gate
Avenue, Taunion, TAT1 2UA

12.00 noon to 8.00pm

Tuesday 11 April 2017

Monks Yard {Conference Room),
Horton Cross Farm, Horfon Cross,
liminster, Somerset, TA19 5PT

12.00 noon to 8.00pm

Monday 8 May 2017

Holiday Inn Taunton M5 J25
(Blackdown Suite), Deane Gate
Avenue, Taunion, TA1 2UA

10.00am to 5.00pm

Public information point locations

Consultation matenals will be available to view at the below listed venues. Matenals
available for viewing at these locations will include the consultation brochure and
questionnaire for the proposed route option. Visitors will be able to take a copy of the
consultation brochure and questionnaire away with them. All other materials will be
available to view on the Highways England website - www highways gov.uk/Taunton-to-

Southfields

Public Information Points

Taunton Deane Borough Council, The
Deane House, Belvedere Rd, Taunton,
Somerset, TA1 1HE

Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton,
Somerset, TAT1 3XZ

Somerset County Council, County Hall,
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4DY

South Somerset District Council, Brympton
Way, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2HT

South Petherton Library, St. James Street,
South Petherton, Somerset, TA13 8BS

Martock Library, Martock Shopping Centre,
Martock, Somerset, TA12 60L

liminster Mesting House & Arts Centre,
East Street, liminster, TA19 0AN

Henlade Post Office, Henlade, Taunton
TA3 5DH
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Appendix C: Public consultation
guestionnaire

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-
southfields/supporting documents/M160540 A358%20questionnaire _singlepage.pdf
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Appendix D:  Public consultation brochure

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-
southfields/supporting _documents/A358%20scheme%20consultation%20brochure _digital revised final%202.pdf
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A358 Taunton to Southfields

Introduction

Highways England is consulting on proposals to upgrade
the A358 between the M5 at Taunton and the A303.

The scheme objectives are to relieve congestion,
support economic growth and improve safety on
one of the busiest stretches of the A303/A358
corridor that connects the south west to London
and the south east.

There are important decisions to be made as the
scheme progresses and your views will help to
inform how the route will be taken forward to the
next design stage.

Please take the time to read this brochure, attend
a public consultation event and provide us

with your comments by returning a completed
questionnaire. Information can also be found
online at:
www.highways.gov.uk/Taunton-to-Southfields

Background

The A303/A358 corridor is a vital connection
between the south west and London and the
south east connecting people, communities
and businesses.

The existing A358 between Taunton and
Southfields is a mix of dual and single
carriageway. Where two lanes merge into one,
these bottlenecks lead to delays and uncertain
journey times. In addition to this, the number

of vehicles using the existing road exceeds the
designed capacity further contributing to delays.
An improvement to this section of road had been
considered previously, with recommendations to
link a dualled A358 to the M5 near Taunton being
made in 2002. Work was carried out, leading to
a public consultation on a single route option in
2007, but was not progressed further.

The Government’s Road Investment Strategy:
2015/16 lo 2019/20 sets out the intention to
transform connectivity between London and the
south east and the south west by improving the

route from the M3 motorway to the M5 at Taunton.

To support this, we are developing three major
road improvement schemes along the
A303/A358 corridor

B 1. A358 Taunton to Southfields
B 2 A303 Sparkford to lichester
B 3. A303 Amesbury to Berwick Down

Looking at the options

We have considered a range of route options that
have the potential to improve the A358 between
Taunton and Southfields. These were assessed
in terms of traffic capacity, journey time reliability,
road safety, economic growth, community
access and envirenmental considerations. The
assessment also took into account affordability

of the scheme options as well as the practical
constraints of construction.

As an example, in the consideration of options,
upgrading of the A358 along its entire existing
route alignment was assessed. This option was
discounted for a number of reasons including

B fraffic capacity reasons on the A358 in the
proximity of junction 25 of the M5 motorway

B the presence of an Air Quality Management
Area at Henlade

® the direct impact on existing
residential properties

B the existing road alignment is unsuitable for
upgrading to a high speed dual carriageway

®  separation and disconnection of existing
communities in the Henlade area

B potential adverse impacts on the future
employment development site near M5
junction 25

To help the identification of a suitable option,
discussions have taken place with key
stakeholders including local authorities, parish
councils and environmental bodies. Working

together has helped inform our understanding of
the priorities, development plans and community
needs from a local perspective.

Various surveys have been undertaken and
continue in the area to make sure that we
understand important local information. We have
recorded how people walk, cycle and ride along
the public rights of way and bridleways to make
sure the needs of non-motorised users are taken
into account. In addition, environmental studies
are being carried out to search for evidence of
protected wildlife. We want to avoid disturbing
protected species’ habitats and, where possible,
take opportunities to improve local diversity.

Consulting with you

Following our assessment, we are proposing
a route that is in line with the Government's
road investment strategy and is sensitive

to the expectations and requirements of
local communities.

Once we have received your feedback, the
preferred route will be anncunced and a more
detailed design will be drawn up. We expect to
deliver the scheme in phases, which will help
reduce disruption across the route corridor during
construction and minimise any adverse impacts on
both road users and local communities.
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Consultation sections

We have divided the route on which we are
consulting into two separate sections to help us
focus on your comments.

These are:

Section 1 - New motorway junction and dual
carriageway section from the M5 to West

Hatch Lane

Section 2 - Widening of the existing carriageway
from West Hatch Lane to Southfields Roundabout
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B Provision of new bridges or underpasses at
locations to be determined to ensure good

Potential impacts of Section 1 include: B Limited temporary traffic management
® The A358 dual carriageway route would measures, such as temporary fraffic

This section connects the M5 motorway with
the existing A358 at West Hatch Lane, and

includes the following:

connectivity is retained across the dual

B A new M5 motorway junction located south

of Taunton (Junction A), sited between the
existing Junctions 25 and 26 (at Killams
Avenue), permitting all-direction movements
between the M5 and the new dual carriageway
A new section of dual carriageway from the
M5 which:
= Crosses the B3170 Shoreditch Road (north
of the village of Shoreditch and
Taunton Racecourse)
= (Crosses Stoke Road approximately 800
metres west of the village of Stoke St Mary
= Passes approximately 300 metres south of
the settlement of Haydon and 600 metres
north of the village of Stoke St Mary
= Passes approximately 300 metres south of
the village of Lower Henlade
= Passes north of Stoke Wood, Henlade
Wood, Huish Copse and
Strangeways Copse
Provision of a new grade separated junction
at West Hatch Lane to connect to the existing
A358 road alignment (Junction B)
Ability to use Junction B to connect to the A378
and other local areas including Thornfalcon,
Ruishton and Henlade

carriageway for motorists, cyclists, equestrians,
and pedestrians

Expected benefits of Section 1 include:
®  Provision of a modern dual carriageway for

A358 traffic travelling to and from the

M5 motorway

All-directions traffic connection between the
M5 motorway and A358 dual carriageway
Retention of the A358 between West Hatch
Lane and M5 Junction 25 for local traffic and
as an alternative route

Removal of traffic from the existing A358
between West Hatch and M5 Junction 25
helping to reduce periods of congestion

The new all-direction movements M5 motorway
junction located south of Taunton (Junction

A) will improve route resilience, journey time
reliability and support economic growth
Release of road capacity on the existing A358
to support economic growth at the Junction 25
employment development zone

Safer crossing points for pedestrians, cyclists
and equestrians

pass through:
= through relatively undeveloped countryside
= between residential areas including
Shoreditch, Haydon and Stoke St Mary
= close to a number of farms and
through farmland
= close to designated Ancient Woodlands
Visibility from some elevated sections of the
Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB)
Some adverse visual impact for residential
properties located alongside the M5 motorway
near Junction A

Construction considerations of
Section 1 include:
® Temporary M5 motorway lane closures would

be required during construction of a motorway
connection at the Junction A location

lights, would be required to help reduce

inconvenience at West Hatch
during construction

B Construction periods would be scheduled
to minimise adverse impacts on residential
properties located near the M5

m Construction periods would be scheduled to
minimise temporary impacts on residential
properties, farms and businesses located near
to the A358 dual carriageway

B Mitigation measures for wildlife habitats
affected by the dual carriageway
route alignment

We are seeking your feedback on Section 1.
Please complete the guesticnnaire so we can
capture your views.
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Section 2
Widening of the existing carriageway from West
Hatch Lane to Southfields Roundabout
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This section deals with the alignment of the
proposed A358 dual carriageway between
West Hatch Lane and Southfields Roundabout.
Details of the proposal include:

Proposed widening of the existing A358 to dual
carriageway standard between West Hatch
Lane and Southfields Roundabout

Possible new junction located at Park Barn
Lane to the east of Ashill (Junction C)
Southfields Roundabout upgraded to
accommodate a new dual carriageway
connection (Junction D)

Provision of bridges or underpasses at
locations to be determined to ensure
connectivity is retained across the dual
carriageway for motorists, cyclists, equesirians
and pedestrians

Expected benefits of Section 2 include:

Greater traffic capacity of the dual carriageway
will improve existing congestion issues
Improved safety by removal of direct access
to the dual carriageway from fields, properties
and side roads

Safer access points from the local road
network to the dual carriageway at new and
upgraded junctions

Safer crossing points for pedestrians, cyclists,
and equestrians

Continued use of the existing road corridor
minimising wider environmental impacts of the
dual carriageway

Potential impacts of Section 2 include:

Removal or rerouting of direct access from
existing side roads and privately owned land
and property to the new dual carriageway
standard road

Existing properties in the immediate proximity
of a new dual carriageway may be adversely
impacted by construction or operation of a new
dual carriageway

Periods of traffic disruption during construction
would require management to minimise
disruption to road users and local communities

Construction considerations of
Section 2 include:

Possible overnight closures for the construction
of bridges.

Construction periods would be scheduled to
minimise temporary impacts on residential
properties, farms and businesses located near
to the A358 dual carriageway

Maintain existing two-way traffic flows
Mitigation measures for wildlife habitats
affected by the dual carriageway

route alignment

We are seeking your feedback on Section 2.
Please complete the questionnaire so we can
capture your views.
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Supporting economic growth

area has been a key objective in developing our
route option proposals. The new junction at the

capacity enhancement to the network. It is
expected that increases in traffic demand could

of Taunton.
Improving the performance of the A358 between
times will help support the growth of existing

businesses. This will also provide a boost to the
already healthy tourism sector in the area and for
tourists travelling to and from the south

west peninsula.

Creating a safer, more reliable, free-flowing road
will help to reinforce the message that the south
west is open for business.

Caring for the environment
Understanding the impact on the environment
and community along the A358 corridor is
very important to us. Qur aim is to minimise
any adverse effects while ensuring that wider
opportunities for environmental improvement
created by this scheme are implemented

Unlecking the potential for economic growth in the

M5 motorway (Junction A) will provide a significant

be accommeodated at the new junction, supporting
major development opportunities in the area south

Taunton and Southfields with more reliable journey

businesses and support the establishment of new

The area surrounding the A358 between Taunton
and Southfields has a number of sensitive and
valued environmental sites, as well as a number
of dwellings and farm businesses. We have
identified environmental constraints and used
this information to help us develop the scheme
proposals. A map showing the constraints is
available on our website:
www.highways.gov.uk/Taunton-to-Southfields

Work is underway to collect further environmental
information which will help us to select a preferred
route and plan how to mitigate adverse impacts on
the environment. This could include planting, habit
creation and species protection.

Tell us your views

This is the first stage in our consultation process.
We would like to know what you think about the
route proposal. We will listen to your views and
publish a consultation report which summarises
your feedback and how they will be considered to
inform the detailed design stage.

To help us with this, please complete a
questionnaire which you can access online at
our website
www.highways.gov.uk/Taunton-to-Southfields

1

12

Paper copies of the questionnaire will be available
at the public events, at public information points
and can be requested from the project team by:

Emailing
A358TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysengland.
co.uk

Writing to us at

A358 Taunton to Southfields Project Team
Highways England

2/07k Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol BS1 6HA

Calling us on
0300 123 5000 (9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday)

Next steps

Selecting a preferred route

This consultation is your opportunity to express
your views on the current proposals ahead of
further development and final selection of a
preferred route.

After the consultation ends, we will publish a
report summarising the responses. Subject to

the findings of the consultation, a preferred route
announcement is likely to be made in Winter 2017.

There will be another public consultation period in
Spring 2018 that will ask for additional feedback
on details of the selected preferred route.

The Development Consent Order

application process

This scheme is classified as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the
Planning Act 2008. As such, we are required to
make an application for a Development Consent
Order (DCQ) to gain authorisation to construct
the scheme.

Following the submission of the application,

the Planning Inspeciorate will hold a public
examination before making a recommendation
to the Secretary of State for Transport who will
decide on whether the project should go ahead.
We intend to submit our application in summer
2018. Prior to the application, we will undertake
further public consultation on our detailed
design proposals.

More information about the DCO process can
be found on the Planning Inspectorate's website
http:ffinfrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk
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Explaining the Development Consent
Order (DCQ) process

Announce preferred route

Consultation on proposed
Development Consent Order

Individuals and organisations
register as interested parties
and submit representations

Start of DCO examination

Secretary of State decision
on DCO application

Start of construction

End of construction

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,

please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

B Crwn copyright 2017,

Yews may re-Use this information (not including logos) free of charge In any format or
medium, under the terms of the Open Govemment Lience. To view this lizence:
visit www. g i /

wilta 1o the Information Policy Taam, The National Archives, Kew, London, TWS 4DU.

or ernail psi@nationalarehives. gsl gov.uk.
This document e sleo available on our website at www.gov.uk/Mighways

It you have any enguiries about this publi emall uk

or call 0300 123 5000°. Please quote the Highways England publications code PRBSHE.

Highways England ereative job number M160539

*Calls to 03 nurmbers cost ne more than & national rate call o & 01 or 02 number and
mugl Eount towards any Inchssive minules in he same way 2 01 and 02 calle.

Thess rulee spply 10 calle from any type of lne incheding mobile, BT, other fiked line or
payphone. Cals may b2 ecorded o monitored.

Printed on paper fiom welkmanaged foreste and other controlied sources.

Regletered offies Bridge House, 1 Welmat Tree Closs, Guildiord GU1 412
Highways England Company Limited registersd in England and Wales sumber 09346363
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Appendix E: Environmental constraints plan
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Appendix F:  Statutory stakeholder letter

Cur ref: SingleCptionConzuliation2017
Diavid Stock
Froject Manapsr
[Insert details] 207K Temple Quay Houzs
2 The Sguare
Temple Quay
Bristol BS1 G6HA

Enquiries: 0300 123 5000

24 March 2017
[Insart SiriMadame]

AZ5E Taunton to Southfields Scheme
Public consultation from Teesday 28 March wntil Saturday 20 May 2017

The A303/A353 carridor is & vital connection betwssn the south west snd London and the
south east. The A3SE between Taunton and Southfields is 3 mix of dual and single
carrizgeway. This section acts as a bolllensck for users, causing congestion and uncartsin
jourmney times. Highways England has been working on proposals to improve nearly 10 miles
of road with & dual carrisgewsay link between the ME at Tauntzn and the A3D32 at Southfields
lHl:nurrdaI:-ul.n.

The schems is classified a5 a Mationally Significant Infrastruciurs Project and forms part of 2
pragrarnme of planned improvements to the AZ0AZEE coridor. The scheme aims 1o
refiewe congestion, provide reliable jourmney times, unlock economic growth and improwvs
safedy whilst pratecting the environment.

Following 3 defailed technical asses=ment process we hawe shorilisted a single routs optian
and would welcarms your views on the propozal before a preferred route selection is made
lster this year.

Event invitation

You ars invited to atiend a special preview svent 1o view the propossd rowte cotion proposal.
Cpening &t 3. 30pm, we will give a brief introduction fo the schame at 7.00pm. The project
team will b= available to talk to throughout the ewent.

_allpm to 2_30pm,
Halll, Taunton Castle, Castle event velcoms at
Green, Taunion, TAT 444 T7.00pm

Flease confirm your attendance by emailing us st
A358TauntontoSouthfiskisCualling@highwaysengland co.uk [f you are unable 1o attend the
event sbove, you can still participate in the public zonsultstion in the following ways:

View the proposed single route option online
Al consuliation information will b= available on owr scheme webpags from Tuesday 28
March 2017 including a brochure with 3 summarny of the proposead single routs option, event
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Attend a public information event
West the project team and view the proposed routz option at the following events:

p o= Hall.
‘fillage Rd, Hatch Beauchamp,
Taunton, TA3 855

mformation bosrds and a link to the consultation questionnaire. For more information, go to:
wivew highways. gov.uk Taunion-to-Southfislds

Saturday B Apnl 20717

Taunton Hacecourse {Lhwners and
Trainers Faddock Siand), Orchard
Poriman, Taunbon, TA2 7BL

T0.0lEm o 0.00pm

Wondsy 10 Apnl 20T

Holiday Inn Taunion WE J25

{Blackdnwm, Suite), Deane Gate
Awenus, Taunton, TAT ZLA

1200 noon to 8.080pm

Tuesday 11 Apnl 2017

Wonks Yard (onference Hoom),
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
liminster, Somers=st, TA1S 2PT

1200 noon to 9.00pm

Mlonday & May J017

Holidzy Inn Taunion WS J25

{Blackdnwm, Suite), Deane Gate
Awenus, Taunton, TAT ZLA

T DEm 1o 3. 00pm

Somerset , TA1 THE

Visit a public information point
Consultstion materials will b= available to view from Tuesday 28 March untl Saturday 20

May 2017 during normal opsning hours at the following places:

Public Information Poinis

auriton Ueans Boroug
Deans House, Belveders Rd, Taunton,

Junci, 1 ne auntan Lo

ary,
Somerset, TAT 3

aul =treet, Taunton,
xZ

saomerset Gounty Council, Gounty Hall,
Taumten, Somersst, TAT 400

South Sormerset Distnet Council, Bympion
Way, Yeowl, Somerset, BA2D 2HT

TA13 5BS

South Petherton Library, 5t James
Street. South Petherfon, Somerset,

Wartock Liorary, Martock Shopping Cenre,
Martock | Samerset. TAT2 60L

lIrinster Meeting House & Ars Centre,
East Street, lminster, TATE QAM

TAZSOH

Henlzds Fost Ofice. Benlade, Taunion,

Have your say

LI N N B ]

We look forward to hearing from you.

Flease complete 3 short questionnaire to ket us know what you think of the proposal.

ou can use ane of the following methods o contact us andfor respond to the consultation:
Complete the guestionnaire online at v highways. gov ek Taunton-to-Southfiekds
Email: A35ETauniomaeSouthfieldsCuallingi@highwaysengland. coouk

Call: 0300 123 5000 (8. 00sm to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday)

Paost all respanses fo: Freepost Consultation FEN 4016

Wit to ws at: A58 Taunton to Southfields Scheme, Project Team, Highwsay=
England, 2007k Temple Quay Houss, 2 The Square, Temnpls Qusy, Bristol, BS1 6HA

The deadline for responses is 11.39pm on Saturday 20 May 2047
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Yours sincershy

I~

Diavid Stock
Major Projects South West

Email: A358TauntortaSouthfiekdsCuallingi@highwaysengland. co.uk
Tel: 02D 123 5000
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Appendix G: Local community stakeholder
letter

highways
|} england X

Cur ref: SingleCptionConsuliation2017
Diavid Stock
207K Temple Quay Houss
2 The Sguare
Temple Quay
Bristal
B51 6HA

Enquiries: 0300 123 5000

March 2017
Dear Ooccupier,

AJ3E Taunton to Southfields Scheme
Public consuliation from Tuesday 28 March until Satwrday 30 May 2047

The A303/A4358 corridor is a vital connection betwsen the south west and London and the
south ezst. The A35E between Taunion and Southfields is & mix of dual and single
carriageway. This section acis as a bottleneck for users, causing congestion and uncertain
joumey times. Highways England has been warking on propozals to improve nearly 10 miles
of road with a dual carmisgeway link beteeen the ME at Taunton and the A203 at Southfislds
Roundabout.

The schems is classified a5 a Nationally Significant Infrastruciure Project and forms part of 3
prograrmime of planned improvements to the AJ03A35E comdor. The scheme aims 1o
refisws congestion, provide reliable joumey times, unlock economic growth and improve
safety wihilst protecting the environment.

Following 3 detailed technical assessmant process we have shorlisted a single routzs option
and wiould welcoms your views on the propozal before a preferred route selection is made
Ister this year.

How to get involved and respond to the consultation

Wiew the proposed single route option online

Al consukiation information will be available on owr scheme webpags from Tuesday 28
Warch 2017 including 3 brochurs with 3 surmary of the proposed single routs option, event
nformation boards and a link to the consultation quesiionnaine. For more information, go to:
wvow. highways. gov.uk Taunton-to-Southfislds

Attend a public information event
West the project team and view the proposed route option 5t the following events:

‘illage Rd, Hat—:hpEeauchamp
Taunton TAZ 850G,

Saturdsy 3 Apnl 2017 Taunton Racecourse (Lhwners and T0.00am 1o §.00pm
Trainers Paddack Siand), Orchard
Paoriman, Taunton, TA2 TEL

— e
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Monday 10 April 2017 Holidzay Tnn Taunion WS J25 120U noon to 8.00pm
(Blackdown Swite), Deane Gate
Avenuwe, Taurbon, TAT ZLA
Tuesday 11 Apnl L2017 | Monks Yard (Conference Hoom), T2 0U naon to 8.000m
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
liminster, Somerset, TAT9 8PT
Mondsy 2 May 2017 Holidzy Tnn Taunion WS J25 T0L0Uam to 2.00pm
(Blackdown Swite), Deane Gate
Avenus Taunbon, TAT ZLIA

Visit a public information point
Consultation rmsterials will b2 svailable to view from Tuesday 28 March untl Saturday 20
May 2017 during normal opening hours af the following places:

Public Information Poinds

aunton Ueans Borough Council, The aunton Liorary, Faul Street, Taunton,
Deans House, Belvedere Rd, Taunion, Somerset, TAT 3XZ
Somerset, TAT 1HE
somerset Lounty Council, County Hall, south Sormerset Listnet Louncil, Brympton
Taurtan, Somersst, TAT 40% Way, Yeovil. Sarerset, BAZD 2HT
zouth Fetherion Library, St James Street, | Martock Liorary, Martock Shopping Centre,
South Petherion, Somerset, TA12 5BS Martock , Somerset, TATZ G0OL
lIrinster Mesting Howse & Arts Centre, Henladz Post Cfice. Henlade, Taunion,
East Street, liminster, TATE 0AN TAZ 50H

Have your say
Flease complete 3 short questionnaire to ket us know what you think of the proposal.

“ou can use one of the following metheds to contact us andfor respond to the consuliation:
Complete the guestiznnaire online af was highwsays pow ub Taunton-to-Southfiskds
Emzil: A258TawntontaS cuthfiekdsCualling@highwaysengland. co.uk

Call: 0300 123 5000 (9.00am fo 5.00pm, Monday to Friday)

Fast all responsss to: Freepost Consultation FPM 4016

Write to us at: A2SE Taunton to Sowthfields Scherms, Project Team, Highways
England, 2007k Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Templs Cuay, Bristol, BS1 6HA

® B & & W

The deadline for responses is 11.39pm on Satwrday 20 May 2017.
We look formard to hearing from you.
Yours faithfulby

_..*J-"".;|j _:_:n-"';_

David Stock

Major Projects South Viest

Email: A258TauntontoS outhfiekdsCualling@highwaysengland. co.uk
Tel: 0230 123 5000
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Appendix H: Landholder stakeholder letter

highways
I} England Y

Cur ref: SingleCptionConsuliation2017

Diavid Stock
Project Manapsr
[Insert details] 207K Temple Quay Houss
2 The Sguare
Temgle Quay
Bristal BS1 GHA

Enquiries: 3300 123 5000

24 March 2017
[insert name]

A58 Taunton to Southfields Schame
Public consultation from Tuesday 28 March wntil Satwrday 20 May 2047

The A303(4358 corridor is a vital connection betwssn the south west and London and the
south st The A358 between Taunton and Sowuthfields is & mix of dual and =single
carrizgewsy. This section act= as a botleneck for users, causing conpestion and uncerizin
journey times. Highways England has been working on proposals to improve nearhy 10 miles
of raad with & dual carrisgewsy link betereen the M5 at Taurtan and the A3D32 at Southfields
Roundsbout.

Thie schems is classified 35 3 Mationally Significant Infrastruciure Project and forms part of 3
prograrmme of planned improvements to the A3030A358 comndor. The schame aims to relisws
congestion, provide relisbls journsy fimes, unlock economic growth and improve safety
whilst protecting the environment. Following a detailed technical assezsment process we
have shorllisted a single route option and would welcome your visws on the proposal before
3 prefermed route selection is mads |ater this year.

Ewent invitation

From owr enguiniss you haws been identifisd as having an interest in land or propery located
in the vicnity of the propozed route option. You are invited to attend a special land inferest
vent where you can talk to 3 member of our team. To arrange an appointrment, please
contact us by tel=phone on 0300 470 8204 or by =mail at:
A358TauntontoSouthfiskdsCualling@highvaysengland couk and inform us of your prefemred
date and time.

Time —

Appaintment cnly
¥ E o Willzgs Hall, Village HEm o 8 Lpm
2017 Road, Hatch Beauchamnp, Somerset,
TAZ A5G
Friday 21 March 2077 | The Whwern Club, Mountfields Rd, T1.00am to 2 00pm
Taunton, TAT 3B
wlongay 2 Apnl 2077 Wlonks Yard (Lonference Roomj, 11.00am to 3.00pm

Hortan Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
liminster, Somersat, TA18 9FT
Tuesday + Apnl 2017 Holiday Tnn Taunion W J2g [Frony 11.00am to 3.00pm
suite 3 and 4], Deane Gate Avenus,
Tauntan, TAT ZUA
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If you sre unzble to attend, we are slso holding several public information events which yau
are weleome o attend. You can participate in the public consulistion in the following ways:

View the proposed single route option online

All consuliation information will b= available on owr scheme webpage from Tuesday 28
March 2017 including a brochure with 3 surmary of the proposed single moute option, event
mformation bosrds and a link to the consultation questionnaire. For more information, go to:
wavear. highways. gov.ukl Taunion-to-Southfisids

Attend a public information event
Mest the project team and view the proposed raute option 3t the following ewents:

P
‘fillage Rd, Hatch Eeauchamp
Taurtan, TAI &85

Saturdsy & April 2077 Taurtan Hacecowrse (Chwners and T0.00am 1o 6.00pm
Trainers Faddock Stand), Orchard
Poriman, Taunton, TAZ YEL
Mondsy 10 April 2077 Holidzy Tnn Taunion WME JZ25 120U noon o 2.000m
{Blackdown Swite), Deane Gate
Avenws, Tauntan, TAT ZUA
Tuesday 11 .8pnl 2017 | Monks Yard {onference Room), T4 00 non fo 5.00pm
Hortan Cross Farm, Horton Cross,
liminster, Somersat, TA1S 58T
Mondsy B May 2077 Holidzay Inn Taunion WE JZ25 TUL0DEm 1o 3. 0lpm
{Blackdown Swite), Oeane Gate
Awenug, Taunton, TAT ZUA

Visit a public information point
Consultation materials will b2 available to view from Tuesday 28 March untl Saturday 20
May 2017 during normal opsning hours at the fallowing places:

Public Information Poimis

aunton Deans Borough Gouncil, The aul otreet. [aunton,
Deans House, Belveders Rd. Taunton, Somerset, Tﬁ.'l E}E
Somerset, TAT 1HE
somerset Lounty Council, County Hall, Sauth Sornerset Distnet Council, Brympton
Taurtan, Somerset, TAT 40 Way, Yeovil. Sormerset, BAZD 2HT
South Petherton Library, St James Martock Liorary, Martock =hopping Gentre,
Strect, South Petheron, Somersst, Martack , Somerset, TA12 0L
TA13 5B
lIminstar Mesting House & Ars Centre, Henladz Post Ofice, Henlade, Taunion
East Street, liminster, TATD TAN TAZ 5DH

Hawve your say
Fleasze complete 3 shart questionnaire to let us know what you think of the proposal.

You can use one of the following methods to contact us and/or respond to the consuliation:
Comglate the guestionnaire enline st www highwavs pov uk Taunton-to-Southfiekds
Email: A2528TauntontaSouthfieldsCualling@highwaysengland.coouk

Call: 0300 123 5000 {3.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday)

Faost all rezpanzes to; Freepost Consultation FPM 4016

Wite to us at; AJSE Taunton to Sowthfields Scherms, Praject Team, Highways
England, 2107k Temple Quay Houss, 2 The Square, Temple Cluay, Bristol, BS1 GHA

* O % & ¥
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The deadline for responses is 11.39pm on Saturday 20 May 2047.
We look formard to hearing from you.

Yours sincershy

.

Diavid Sdock

Major Projects South Wiest

Email: A2SETauntortaSauthfieldsCualling @hipheaysengland.coouk
Tel: 033D 122 5000
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Appendix I:

Contact Name

Rt Hon Chris Grayling

Key stakeholder list

Title

Secretary of State for
Transport

Address

Department for Transport
Great Minster House

33 Horseferry Road
London SW1P 4DR

Marcus Fysh MP
Rebecca Pow MP

Local MPs

House of Commons
London
SWI1A 0AA

Avon & Somerset
Constabulary

Devon & Somerset Fire &
Rescue Service

Taunton & Somerset NHS
Foundation Trust

Emergency services

Highways England

Operations Directorate

Temple Quay House

Bristol BS1 6HA

Environment Agency

Planning Specialist

Environment Agency
Rivers House

East Quay
Bridgwater
Somerset

TA6 4Y8

Natural England

Inspector of Ancient
Monuments

Historic England, 29 Queen Square
Bristol
BS1 4ND

The National Trust

Project Officer (South West
Infrastructure)

Place Farm Courtyard
Court Street

Tisbury

Salisbury

Wiltshire

SP3 6LW

Natural England

Somerset, Avon and
Wiltshire Sustainable
Development Team

Natural England
Guildbourne House
Chatsworth Road
Worthing

BN11 1LD
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Contact Name

South Somerset District
Council

Title

Leader, Deputy Leader,
Planning Policy Team
Leader, Senior Planning
Officer, Assistant Director —
Economy, Press Officer,
Equalities Officer, Policy
Planner, Conservation
Officer, Landscape
Architect, Ecologist

Address

Brompton Way
Yeovil

BA20 2HT

Somerset County Council

Strategic Commissioning
Manager — Highways and
Transport, Commissioning
Manager - Highways and
Transport, Team Manager
— Engineering, Cabinet
Manager for Highways,
Service Manager —
Planning Policy, Service
Manager —
Communications Manager

Somerset County Council
County Hall

Taunton

Somerset

TA1 4DY

South West Heritage

County Archaeologist

Somerset Heritage Centre
Brunel Way
Taunton

TA2 6SF
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Appendix J:  Public consultation questionnaire
feedback logs

The public consultation questionnaire feedback responses have been compiled into the
log below. The responses have been grouped into themes as highlighted in Section 5.3
of the report.

Highways England response to public feedback

Highways England would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the consultation
and submitted a consultation response. The consultation has highlighted a variety of
views about the scheme these have been summarised in Section 5.3. Having carefully
considered the feedback received, Highways England has concluded that, before
selecting a preferred route, it would be beneficial to reconsult on its scheme proposals,
with more options for connecting with the M5. The purpose of this second period non-
statutory consultation will be to secure feedback that can inform the decision-making on
the choice of preferred route for the scheme.

Theme Area— Public Feedback
Junctions

proposals

Junction A If the development from jct A to jct B is to go ahead surely it makes sense to
create another route into Taunton from the new proposed motorway junction.
Thus decreasing the volume of traffic through Henlade significantly and make
the disruption through the countryside more acceptable.

Junction A [Supportive of the proposed Junction A] Provided that traffic from liminster is not
still tempted to use Henlade as a shorter route north to the motorway but that
should be avoided by the faster link road.

Junction A Think there is more benefit from a Junction 24A.

To benefit us, this needs to provide access to and from Taunton. At least needs
a separate lane from J25A to J25.

Junction A There should be a direct link road onto the new dual carriageway from the
proposed new business park at Henlade. This would solve the problem of the
predicted extra 9,000 vehicles a day having to go through Henlade.

Junction A This expensive proposal would not seem to relieve the majority of traffic
currently passing through Henlade as there is no provision for access to Taunton
from J25A.

Junction A It will work only if the current junction off the M5 is closed to the M5 forcing traffic

onto the new expressway. Traffic lights will still be needed to help with the flow
of traffic on and off the new expressway.

Junction A Access from the B3170 - Racecourse road should be considered.
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Theme Area —

Junctions
proposals

Public Feedback

Junction A

There isn't room to put a junction at the proposed location. It is also futile as you
are prepared to spend our money on a road that only 11% of motorists will use
off peak holidays and 0% during school holidays as the M5 is grid locked -
useless.

Junction A

Too near to developments and houses in that area.

Junction A

| Think the junction should be at Walford Cross making it possible to use the
A358 as the main route into Taunton.

Junction A

Traffic also needs to be able to access Taunton centre from this junction or at
least access new employment site or they have to get off at junction 25 which is
already over capacity.

Junction A

Surely all Taunton traffic and motorway traffic going north to Bristol will still use
the old road through Henlade as it is the most direct route. How can you prevent
this? This being the case, there will still be congestion in the Henlade area.

Junction A

This proposed roundabout is far too close to the current Junction 25. This
stretch of the M5 already has above average accident and congestion levels so
it is highly likely that there will be stationary traffic on the northbound M5
motorway between the proposed new roundabout and Junction 25 during busy
periods and especially during the summer months.

Junction A

The current proposed location will have a detrimental effect on our development
site at Killams, Taunton. The proposed 2 bridge junction is likely to require land
that has planning for residential development. The impact of the raised junction
is likely to have a detrimental effect on house sales and quality of the enjoyment
of these dwellings and also the existing neighbouring homes.

Junction A

The proposed spur to JA at Shoreditch will not achieve anything and will do
nothing for Henlade. All non-Taunton traffic needs to be diverted OUT of
Henlade ideally a spur leaving A358 at Thornfalcon and going NORTH between
Ruishton and Creech St Michael joining M5 near Walford Cross with full access
from Taunton, Bridgwater and Glastonbury.

Junction A

| don't believe there is room for a junction at this point. There definitely is not
room for slip roads on & off the M5 between the existing Killams Avenue bridge
and the first of the houses.

Junction A

We feel that the new junction is not necessary and a waste of money as most
people are either commuting to Taunton or Bristol and so are unlikely to use the
new junction.

Junction A

At the public consultations held by Highways England there was no detail of its
siting but the proposed 'Junction A' appears to be extremely close to the
residential area of Killams and would bring increased noise and pollution.

Junction B

This is not suitable for all the villages as the lanes would not be able to cope with
the increase in traffic. Also the disturbance through villages from people cutting
through. It isn't acceptable being the only way to access the opposite side of the
A358.
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Junction B

To reduce the number of current junctions joining the new proposed A358 down
to 2 will create a number of disruptions. Excess traffic on country lanes, HGV
using sat navs on very narrow lanes no way off passing, horse riders, cyclists,
walkers, all vulnerable road uses on county lanes. ALL increase the risk of public
safety.

Junction B

Would be better if it linked better with Langport road. Concerned about how it
improves the Henlade situation, as many drivers at most times of the day may
stay on the old A358 rather than take the detour of the new road.

Junction B

This seems a strange place - given that llton, Horton & Broadway can be
serviced by a slightly altered Junction c.

Junction B

You will simply bottle neck the traffic on the M5 - this will not relieve congestion.
you need to look at the A303 before you do this. There are several places along
the A303 that clog up, this road will not help the rat run to the South West.

Junction B

This creates the distinct possibility of increasing "rat runs" on country lanes
which are wholly unsuitable save for local light traffic. The moment there is a
hold up, be it an accident, road works or congestion traffic taking to the side
roads will cause chaos.

Junction B

This junction seems to be in the wrong place. It should be at the Thornfalcon
traffic lights area where it would have less impact as this is already a large area
affected by the road. Also at the West Hatch location the scheme is out of
proportion with traffic on 2 levels and would have a huge impact on the
countryside in this area.

Junction B

There should be more junctions | believe as there are a lot of outlying villages
who join the A358 at many different points. Undue pressure may occur at these
junctions in peak periods. It may be the case that traffic traveling north on M5
from liminster end, may prefer the old junction J25, as traffic will be lighter, so
access still needed. | may do this, but will reserve judgement as I'm sure the new
expressway will be quicker despite being further south than J25.

Junction B

| would have preferred a roundabout, maybe using the existing Hatch
Beauchamp junction, but | can understand the wish to use slip roads in order to
maintain the flow of traffic on the new road.

Junction B

It depends exactly where the junction is proposed to be. | cannot tell from the
basic maps. At present getting onto the A358 from Hatch Beauchamp, you are
taking your life in your hands during heavy congestion.

Junction B

It might make sense if this junction could be moved slightly north to coincide with
the current junction leading to Hatch Beauchamp. The current junction onto the
A358 accessing/exiting Hatch Beauchamp is very unsatisfactory. If the junction
can't be moved north then it would be very helpful if the proposed arrangement
could be tweaked to achieve direct access to the roundabout for the road leading
to/from Hatch Beauchamp by a small amount of re-routing of this road.

Junction B

Junction B should be located near the A378, as in option 2A/2B, so traffic could
use this new stretch of road heading west.

Junction B

You have to have access onto existing A358 because 80% of traffic on the A358
is going into Taunton or North bound on M5.
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Junction B

The new road is proposed to be an expressway therefore its purpose is provide
the quickest route possible from West Hatch to Junction 25A. Slip roads would

facilitate this, however the impact on the scouts camp seems to be at a cost for
this proposed location of choice.

Junction B

As only 11% of the traffic is going in a southerly direction, | believe it is highly
likely that ongoing traffic would continue to take the existing A358, as would the
northbound traffic, rather than take a substantial detour via the proposed junction
25a/M5 to head north. In the frequent events of the A358 being jammed,
vehicles seeking a detour would attempt to travel via narrow, single track lanes
that surround it. Many of which are in sole of taking HGV's

Junction B

To provide relief to Henlade there needs to be discouragement to traffic from
using the A358 between this junction + M5 (J25). These include signage, traffic
lights + traffic calming in Henlade.

Junction B

| understand this part of the proposal except why would traffic wanting to go
north want to travel much further to join the motorway at a new junction further
south? Most traffic wants to go north or towards Taunton and will continue using
the existing route thereby minimising any benefit to Henlade.

Traffic census data needed.

Junction C

There is not enough information - where do slip roads go? What do they link to?
Who are they intended to benefit?

Junction C

This will increase the traffic and congestion through the side roads and country
lanes and although accidents on the A358 may decrease they will increase
through additional road traffic on lanes not built to handle the additional traffic.

Junction C

This is the most ludicrous part of the whole scheme. Park Barn Lane is a single
track road which to the east of the A358 is a no through road with less than 10
houses.

Junction C

Junction C should be to the west of ashill to reduce the impact on the village,
there is no benefit it being to the east

Junction C

Whilst this proposed junction is fine for people living at Park Barn/Ashill and
there are not many - people living in Broadway, Horton, llton, Isle Abbotts, etc.
etc are going to be very badly affected. They will either have to drive down to
Southfields, or up to Ashill - to join the new road - adding at least 2 miles and
several minutes to every single journey. This is an extremely retrograde step.

Junction C

The close proximity of junction B to junction C would be bound to extremely
adversely affect the properties alongside the present A358. At the last
consultation | attended, it was proposed to site an over-bridge adjacent to
Capland Lane. This would seem to be at odds with junctions B and C

Junction C

It has to be somewhere. My question is how do | travel from Hatch Beauchamp

to the new junction? OK if I'm travelling to liminster, but what if | am travelling to
Taunton. Presumably | use Meare Green though to the Longport Rd? - there will
be increased traffic though this quiet village!

Junction C

Traffic crossing from llton/Ashill turnoff is already a dangerous hazard.
Consideration should be given to this crossing.
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Junction C Our concern is that commuting traffic from Taunton, Hatch Beauchamp via
Staple Fitzpaine and Bickenhall will pass through Ashill village at peak times in
the day. Particularly when school children are being transported to and from

Ashill School.
Junction D - Significantly under-sized for the traffic volume.
Southfields Suggest Junction 'C' should be further away from 'D' - nearer to Stewley to avoid
Roundabout | 'c' pecoming a 'local rat run' to avoid 'D' with very negative consequences on

local road traffic.

Junction D - Seeing as Southfield roundabout already exists, it cannot be a proposed
Southfields junction. If by dualling the A358 traffic increases it will be to the detriment of
Roundabout locals trying to join from the liminster and Chard roads.

Junction D - The current roundabout is too small to accommodate the current speed limit and
Southfields traffic BUT a dual A358 into a single A303 would in my opinion cause more
Roundabout disruption than the current layout. A dual A303 with a slip road from the A358
would be more practical and cost effective.

Junction D - Pointless unless the liminster bypass is addressed too!

Southfields

Roundabout

Junction D - | strongly disagree that the proposal meets the scheme objectives at Southfields

Southfields Roundabout. The objectives would be far better met by joining the A358 and the
Roundabout A303 directly (thus taking the existing Southfields Roundabout off-line) and
introducing a new grade-separated junction immediately north of the existing
roundabout with a connecting link to it. Elsewhere | broadly agree that the
scheme proposals go quite someway to meet the objectives.

Junction D - If there was a connection road before Junction D straight to the 303 that would
Southfields ease much congestion freeing up the roundabout.

Roundabout

Junction D - Get rid of Southfields roundabout for the traffic coming from Taunton to A358,
Southfields slide them off earlier, it is a very bad roundabout for big Lorries, so many

Roundabout accidents.

Junction D - How will this clear + speed up traffic on the road in front of the nursing home

Southfields towards Horton

Roundabout

Junction D - The roundabout needs to be enlarged.

Southfields

Roundabout

Junction D - There is no consideration for local traffic and commerce. There is ho

Southfields consideration for traffic flows via the A358 to Chard from Southfields roundabout.

Roundabout In the summer this is a busy route to the South coast i.e. Lyme Regis & often
gridlocked.
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Junction D - | am worried about this. The roundabout is like a race track and many accidents
Southfields happen at the moment. | believe that substantial improvements need to be made
Roundabout to it for safeties sake. Currently there are no signs informing traffic which lanes
to use for which exits and people are all over the place. It is essential that
signage is used a good distance from the roundabout to ensure that lorries and
cars are in the correct lanes. This will be the most important part of the
improvements. It is diabolical at the moment with traffic using any lane because
there are no signs, only marking on the road itself 20 metres from the junctions.
Junction D - The aim of the scheme is to improve traffic flow between the A303 liminster
Southfields Bypass and the A358 to Taunton. Having a roundabout here, albeit an improved
Roundabout one, will NOT do this. There are 5 roads joining here; A358 from Taunton, A358
from Chard, A303 from Honiton, liminster Road, A303 liminster Bypass. All can
have large numbers of vehicles at the same time causing lengthy queues. The
only solution would be a grade separated junction along free flow between the
lIminster Bypass and the A358 Taunton Road. Other traffic would use the
roundabout. Southfields roundabout is also an accident black spot.
Junction D - Upgrading the roundabout will have little benefit over the existing roundabout as
Southfields the A303 (east) cannot accommodate an increase in traffic much of the time.
Roundabout Dualling the southern section of the A358 will have very limited benefit as traffic
is constrained by the Southfields roundabout. There will just be 2 lines of
gueued traffic rather than one. Any real benefit will be deferred until the
Southfields roundabout is converted into a grade separated interchange or free
flowing links are provided to the A303 East, just as was proposed for the majority
of early A358 options prior to value engineering.
Junction D - | believe this current junction is completely fit for service. For that matter, the
Southfields whole stretch of road under consideration is non-essential. It is work for works
Roundabout sake. | do not believe the current government should be sanctioning needless
and extraordinarily expensive projects at the detriment of thousands of people.
Junction D - | would like to see slip roads towards Yeovil rather than have to queue at a
Southfields roundabout.
Roundabout
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Alternative Road into Taunton should be nearer Henlade. Even if demolition and

routes compensation for a few houses was required.
Should go behind caravan site and Arundel cottages.

Alternative My understanding from the public event attended is that there is potential to

routes move the road 100m in either direction from these shown on the plan. The
proposed road is passing very close to Presidents Court and it would reduce the
impact if it could be moved 100m further back, away from Presidents Court and
Dairy farm.

Alternative The proposed scheme fails to meet the stated objectives in terms of value for

routes money, safety and environmental impact. Option 2A/2B is far better in every
respect based on the technical report findings and with regard to local business
development.

Alternative Looking at a map of the local area | believe that a completely new route should

routes be used. There is an existing old railway line. | feel sure that this would affect
fewer local properties along the route and would cost far less money than the
proposed route.

Alternative Making a connection from the Heron Gate roundabout to Blackbrook commercial

routes area would reduce the pressure on the Henlade/M5 roundabout.

Alternative | feel strongly that managing & improving existing routes would make a more

routes cost efficient benefit to the flow of traffic in the area.

Alternative Please come back to us with 3 options as laid out in a recent Parish Council

routes meeting at Stoke St Mary village hall.

Alternative SCRAP THE PROPOSED ROUTE AND DEVELOP 2A/2B.

routes

Alternative One SCHEME is NOT ENOUGH - it needs to be seen in the wider context.

routes

Alternative This is the worst of all options assessed in terms of environmental impact, safety

routes and value for money. Option 2A/2B with links to the current junction 25 is clearly
better from virtually every respect. Properly designed link roads within this option
can provide the additional resilience Highways England appear to want to relieve
congestion around Henlade, reduce the impact on the environment, and promote
economic development at the new Nexus business development.

Alternative Other traffic routes are not considered well ... what traffic survey and modelling

routes works have been carried out ... how have these been tested. Simple re-phasing
of the traffic lights around this junction would have a large impact but no testing
of such phasing has been observed. Improvements can be made here!

Alternative Of the 4 options in the Technical Appraisal Report, the preferred option, option

routes 8/8B + NFS provides: 1) benefit to cost ratio of 1.54, the lowest BCR of the 4
options. 2) increase in accidents and noise, compared to a reduction were any of
the other 3 options to be used, when set against doing nothing at all.3) only 48%
of the carrying capacity of the highest option after 15 years. All because it costs
the least amount to build initially. The option therefore represents an
irresponsible use of taxpayers money.
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Alternative This scheme does not require the objectives, according to your own Technical
routes Appraisal Report there sill be an increase in accidents of £0.3m and noise

increase of £0.8m. It also has the lowest benefit to cost ration of all the
schemes. There would also only be an 11% decrease in the traffic flow through

Henlade.
Alternative An Highways England representative at the meeting at the Wyvern on 27th
routes June said that there was no access to junction 25 of the M5 because this

junction was not suitable for increased traffic. However, in the Technical
Appraisal Report, it states that an operational assessment of Junction 25 has
been carried out for the options both without a Junction 25 link (Option
8/8B+NFS) and with (Option 2A/2B and Option 8/8B+Jn25). The analysis was
undertaken with LINSIG for the linked signal junction improvement proposed by
Somerset County Council with forecast peak period traffic flows for the design
year 2038. This showed that with the junction improvement the degree of
saturation would be around 85% in both the AM and PM peak periods either with
OR without the Jn25 link so | do not understand why the routes that link to this
junction have been ruled out.

Alternative According to the Technical Appraisal Report, Option 2A/2B would use the
routes existing road corridor as much as possible and thus minimise new or increased
environmental impact to properties that are remote from the existing road. It
would include the potential to re-use the existing carriageway construction,
subject to condition surveys and geometric design development. This option is
likely to be the optimum solution with respect to impact on local side roads.
Furthermore, because it most closely follows the existing route it also offers the
greatest potential for remedying severance experienced by communities north
and south of the existing A358 as a result of historical upgrades and increases in
traffic volumes. The Option 2A/2B scheme will also attract the most traffic to the

new A358.
Alternative My preferred route would be of the existing dual carriageway near Station House
routes on the A358 East of Ruishton and West of Creech St Michael to Langaller. The

route goes through less sensitive countryside It would also help to deal with the
Traffic from the West which as we all are aware produced traffic hold up for
several hours morning and evening at Junction 25 on the M5to make Traffic
coming from the East use the new junction at Langaller traffic calming methods
would be introduced on the existing A358.

Alternative The obvious solution is to improve the existing road as in Figure 6.5: A358
routes Taunton to liminster network — with option 2A/2B. This would be cheaper (much
less civil engineering) far less disruptive to bird nesting areas and farmland and
actually link in with the new proposed business park

Alternative It is NOT the route required by the District Council, requested by the County
routes Council or desired by the population of the areas which will be forever changed
by this scheme.
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Non- As a horse rider, our hacking has already been greatly reduced by the A358

motorised being so busy. Any ways to ensure riding routes are put into the scheme would

Users be greatly appreciated.

Non- A lot more traffic will be pushed onto single track small lanes as people try to

motorised take short cuts to the junctions THIS MUST NOT HAPPEN - it will be bad for

Users walkers, horses and cyclists, this must be taken into consideration when making
the final decision.

Non- | would like to see much more mention made about pedestrian and cyclist

motorised opportunities to safely use the new road and new access roads / bridges, and

Users about enhancements to local roads to safely accommodate. Currently the

provision is diabolical, with the A358 being highly unsafe and links between
communities almost impossible without use of a car. The new road has the
potential to provide improvements in this area - currently we can't see these
articulated, which is a shame. We would like to see far more about this in the
next version of the plans.

Non- There are several long distance walking, cycling and bridle paths. There is no
motorised consideration for non-vehicular traffic and continued use of the existing crossing
Users points/paths.

Non- There are a number of footpaths linking the villages north and south of the A358.
motorised At present access is via stiles onto the road. Crossing the road is possible but
Users possibly dangerous. Under the new scheme, footbridges will be necessary.
Non- Please include dedicated cycle routes that will help reduce local traffic and
motorised enable people to cycle between Taunton and Iliminster safely, avoiding main
Users roads.

Non- There is no mention of any provision for cyclists, pedestrians etc. and it seems
motorised that this has not been considered, even though it is stated as a being a key
Users consideration for the scheme!

Flooding | trust that the design will include excellent surface weather drainage. Something

which affects the existing junction of the A358 and Broadway road.

Flooding The roads flood near the bridge at Horton.

Flooding The proposed route goes across flood plain. How will the extra hard surface
drainage be dealt with when the area is already liable to flooding? Will it just be
fed into the existing water courses and then to the levels and increase flooding
issues there?

Flooding Our property has well water which is used for external purposes. The
construction phase of the project is likely to impact upon the quality of our water
supply during this time.

Safety There is also local primary school at Thurlbear where children walk to school
and to the churches in Stoke St Mary, so any increase in traffic will affect them,
not to mention the daily commute to and from school. Because it is a rural
school 99% of pupils are driven, so any increase in traffic in the area would be
detrimental to this and | feel it would increase the likelihood of harm being
caused.

Safety 2 junctions so close together on the M5 will give rise to more accidents leading
to more congestion leading to more air, noise and light pollution in an already
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existing urban. The safety aspect cannot be emphasised enough in the light of
the Grenfell tower scenario.

Safety Unsafe alignment of junctions.

Safety You will have a major traffic build up because you will have to cross 2 lanes of
traffic to come to Taunton.

Safety This stretch of the A358 is already an accident blackspot at Ashill. If anything,

measures should be looked at to slow traffic/increase safety - not to introduce
another hazard with traffic merging.

Safety The 19th century 'back lanes/rat runs' from West Monkton, Goosenford, Rowford
and Cheddon became particularly badly hit, when any incident occurs on the M5
between junctions 24/25 and 26.

Safety The scheme would simply shift some of the current congestion and pollution
problems to another area of Taunton and the single option will actually lead to
more casualties and fatalities according to the Appraisal report.

Traffic There is inadequate information on how the movement of HGV's etc will be
accommodated.

Traffic Supposedly it might relieve congestion by 11% but this is negligible, there will be
little effect.

Traffic | really hope that sensible conversations happen between those planning this

scheme and those working on local building projects. The building of the
employment land and building the thousands on new homes in Creech St
Michael/Monkton Heathfield/West Monkton will create so much additional traffic
onto the A358 at Ruishton and Henlade that nobody will be able to get
anywhere, especially during all the roadworks which will be involved. None of
these vehicles will use your lovely new road in any case.

Traffic There is no mention of the long term impact on the M5 which already resembles
a slow moving car park at peak periods. Is a single primary route to Devon and
Cornwall in their best interests? Where is the strategy in having one primary
route?

Traffic The proposed option removes the least traffic. Only 27% of traffic at junction 25
of the M5 goes southbound.

Traffic The scheme will encourage more traffic adding further congestion.

Outside Could lane 1 and the hard shoulder not be designated "Taunton only" from say

scope 0730 to 0930 from 0.5mls out. This would allow the roundabout lights to be held
on red for say an extra 15 seconds. This would increase traffic flow along the
358.

Outside A pedestrian controlled crossing should be put in at Henlade crossroad. Speed

scope should be restricted to 20mph between the motorway and Thornfalcon.

Outside It will not relieve traffic on the Blackbrook and Creech Castle Junction.

scope

Outside | assume you will no longer fund the changes Somerset County Council want

scope between the M5 at Junction 25 and Ruishton lane. The Park and Ride:- no

longer needed if you build the bypass of Henlade and a new interchange.
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Impact on | feel that these developments should be kept as close as possible to existing
community roads to minimise the impact on the local community and environment. People
along the existing route bought their houses knowing that there was a main
road there; people along the new proposed route did not!

Local It will undermine the local Taunton economy.

economy

Local More consideration should be given to integrating Taunton into this road

economy improvement scheme so that it benefits from economic growth because of
improved traffic flows. The current proposal seems to isolate Taunton and not
include it.

Local The proposal is unlikely to give any economic benefit for Taunton as it

economy bypasses the town with limited connections into existing and planned economic
centres (Blackbrook Business park, the new development behind the Park &
Ride).

Local This doesn't benefit Taunton, merely opens up the London to Cornwall gateway.

economy

Local The position of this junction makes the proposed road into a bypass for Taunton

economy meaning that it does not support economic growth in the town, one of the

objectives of the scheme.

Local roads During holiday season we think congestion may be worse in the South because
of the capacity constraints caused by the liminster bypass. We do not feel able
to comment on how local journeys will be affected as there is still uncertainty as
to route detail. Our particular concerns regard local access to liminster at
Southfields and to Taunton via Orchard Portman/Shoreditch.

Local roads There is no clear indication about the Stewley Lodge entrance to Ashill Wind
Mill Hill. If there is no exit/entrance planned to the new road. Will this affect
business's in this area eg. carwash, square and compass pub?

Local roads I would strongly object to Killams Avenue linked in the roundabout because
even if not publicised would create traffic transfer & chaos on the local roads.
Also any road across the Vivary wedge would lead to its entire development

Local roads A Donyatt bypass.

Maintain all the current junctions along the A358 to allow life for residents to
continue as it is presently. i.e. the freedom to drive from one village to another
without the need for miles of additional travelling.

Local roads The roundabout does not help local traffic. The traffic through the lanes is not
going decrease as people still have to get to junction 25 to use the motorway

and some of those lanes are not going to be open as the road will cross them.
There seems to have been little or no consideration of local residents in this

process.
Local roads Access to the sewage works at Ashill.
Local roads We need a bridge to connect us to our village and parish to enable us to get to

school and church and the new road. This will be between the car wash and the
Stewley and Beercrocombe road, we run a business that requires articulated
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lorry access for 40 tonne lorries. Our business send milk daily and we haul
forage to cattle from the other side of the road.

Local roads Our farm currently has access to half its land from the Hatch Beauchamp to
Battens Green road. The land is divided by a stream and deep goyle. The land
close to the goyle lies very wet and accordingly is unsuitable for bridging easily.
For us it is important that the proposed link for local traffic from Stewley Cross
past Folly Drove continues to the crossroads of Battens Green/Hatch
Beauchamp and does NOT end at Capland. This will provide both for our farm
traffic and allow local people continued access to the local village of Hatch
Beauchamp (with school), the communities to the East and also to Taunton.

Local roads The roads around our area are also in a poor state and the government is
struggling to find the funding to maintain them. With only 3 junctions onto the
A358 from the current 18 this will have greater ware a tear and more pot holes
which will not be be to be repaired by the lack of local funding.

Local roads Local traffic will be highly likely to use Windmill Hill Lane instead of travel Wood
Road to Ashill Old Road to get to New A358 Junction C.

Local roads 2. Ashill Village must have a speed limit change from 40mph to 30mph

Local roads 3. Ashill village road must have traffic slowing islands installed, as used on
other roads in built up areas.

Local roads Travel time through Henlade and the queuing into Henlade for both west and
eastbound traffic will be significantly reduced.

Access on to the A358 itself, by local traffic will however be a more lengthy
process with the removal of many of the A358 side road junctions and will ADD
to journey times.

Local roads I am principally concerned about the impact the new interchange will have on
our parish and the local roads, particularly through the Rapps' community.

Local roads No thought has been given to the work required on adjacent roads to upgrade
them and make them safe.

Local roads As there will be fewer access and cross-over points of the proposed new road
(at the moment the exact number is unspecified) there will be an increase in
local traffic using the minor roads which are unsuitable for heavy traffic with few
passing places. This will cause delays in travel time and create more 'rat-runs'.

Local roads The scheme caters for the need of the 'through traffic' which may only use the
route infrequently - or even once only (ie. foreign visitors/holiday makers). It
absolutely does NOT cater for the DAILY needs of residents along the route -
particularly between Southfields roundabout and Hatch
Beauchamp/Thornfalcon.

Local roads Broadway and Ilton junctions are busier than Park Barn Lane. No proposals
have been given how traffic using these junctions are to access the A358.

Local roads | am very doubtful that the proposed scheme will address the volume of traffic
going through Henlade on the present A358. Much of that traffic is going into
Taunton. If there is a new industrial park being built alongside the M5 that is not
going to have an entry/exit on the new link road then this will increase
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massively the amount of cars on the 358 at Henlade.

Local roads Speed limits - currently most of the roads have a 60 ie Horton Cross, Rapps - it
is dangerous now and would need to be something to be considered in the
planning and safety aspect.

Local roads In the summer the M5 will stop. Local journeys will get worse, the main rat runs
on the B roads around the A358 are from Taunton to the A303, given you will
not be able to access this road and the lack of by pass around Henlade, outside
of holiday times the new road will be largely empty and the B roads will be full of
traffic trying to get from Taunton to A303 etc whilst not being able to cross the
new road

Local roads Our regular journeys will not be improved. Your own report says the majority of
Henlade traffic goes into or through Taunton or north up the M5. The proposed
scheme will not reduce this local congestion.

Local roads My other concern is the effect on my business which is the petrol service station
and convenience shop at the Thornfalcon junction of the A358 and A378.
Removing traffic from this road will probably kill off the business. We need
serious consultation and discussion on this matter. Will there be any other
services allowed to be built on the new route? if so what details?

Local roads My main concern as a resident along south road is that ultimately traffic will be
allowed to come out of Killams estate turn on to Shoreditch road and use it as
direct access into Taunton town centre.
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Theme Area —
Views on

Public Feedback

consultation

Audiences There has been no attempt in the consultation to meet hard to reach groups.

Audiences Local Authority and other stakeholders have not been consulted on this option
and do not back it.

Availability of | It would be good to have had an aerial view to show exactly where road will go.

information

Engagement There clearly needs to be more joined up thinking between yourselves and

with host Somerset County Council Highways.

local

authorities

Level of detail

Both Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council have
highlighted in their responses that there is insufficient information to see why
other/better route options have been discarded and that Option 2A/2B should
have been included.

Level of detail

| need to SEE the plans before commenting on this, a line on a map is not
enough information.

Level of detail

Too much about the proposal is at the moment unknown to be able to give a
sensible comment. None of the advisers at the consultation were able to tell me
which side of the 358 was to be widened or where the slip roads on and off the
dual carriageway would be built.

Level of detail

When | went to the consultation today, | was under the illusion that we were
going to be given a bit more detail than was available on line. Sorely
disappointed and unfair on staff manning the village hall. For next consultation,
3D modelling for clarity, details of construction phases aimed at minimising
disruption to Hatch Beauchamp.

Level of detail

At Private and Public meetings HE provided no answer to how Slip Roads could
serve communities that are currently linked across the A358 by several
intersections. The logical solution of a roundabout here was summarily
dismissed.

Level of detalil

This questionnaire has nothing on it about children using bikes to get to
Heathfield/Richard Huish college etc. Should have in a box in question 18 for
school/college

Level of detail

The report later states ‘The form that the junction will take is unknown at this
stage though the scheme drawing appears to suggest a grade separated
gyratory’. How can a proposal be presented for public comment without the
correct level of detail?

Level of detail

Visiting the consultation display event it seems no or very little evidence is being
shared or known about traffic movements off the A358 then then go through
Taunton.

Level of detail

There is not enough detailed information to make a comment on this at this
stage!

Materials The Consultation is misleading. The Consultation May (detail seen at Hatch
Beauchamp) location is NOT PARK BARN LANE??

Materials A spot on the map. doesn't help decide this question.

Materials | hope there will be an opportunity to view proposals regarding access

over/under the dual carriageway.
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Theme Area— Public Feedback

Views on

consultation

Materials ONLINE FORM This online form doesn't allow extra comments or choice of more
than one option for some questions 9 onwards (even when asked for). For
instance | use the A358 4 or 5 times a week but that option is not listed or space
allowed to expand. Likewise my use is a mix of work and personal but you can't
choose both. Also whilst | don't live along the A458 | live 1 mile from it. Also Q 14
is ambiguous (how concerned are you with the current arrangements?) | assume
it means the current A358? Poorly worded

Scope | would like to be fully reassured that the public consultation is not just a
formality. Is this scheme happening regardless of what views you collect?
Scope Due to the unfortunate events at Grenfell tower, | am sure that you are all aware

of the anger and frustration of local communities when large organisations
choose to override local people’s concerns, health and wellbeing and go for
options that look good on paper.

Scope As your failure to offer more than a single proposal for consultation is an abuse
of the consultation process | refuse to be drawn into detail design
considerations. | have a right and you have a duty to consult in a proper manner
and the approach taken to this project is disgusting.

Scope This scheme does not satisfy the needs of the County council, district council,
affected parishes or Taunton's population. | believe this consultation has proved
beyond doubt that this scheme should be discarded, until such time as sufficient
funds are available to provide the declared objectives and meets the needs of
the county it will travel through.

Scope Also | feel that the government will be funding so much money into this scheme
which some people will agree with, some won't, whereas the money could go to
the NHS, saving lives which everyone will agree with.

Timing The hiatus in the consultation process makes me question if all local residents
are aware that the opportunity to comment continues.

Timing The consultation is illegal since its timings is against regulations and there is
only one (poor) option on offer.

Timing The project had been poorly handled by Highways England purdah periods and

initially neglecting to include Stoke St Mary in a separate consultation. Even
when you finally came you had no microphones so people couldn't hear and
pointer for you powerpoint. Very poor!
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Theme Area—  Public Feedback

Environmental
considerations

Air quality It is a preposterous scheme - look at your own report. An option that increases
accidents has the lowest economic benefit has the highest dis-benefit to the
environment and increases greenhouse gases should have been thrown out
immediately as useless.

Air quality No connection to Nexus Industrial Estate making air pollution greater as lorries
will still be using old A358 and cars to the park and ride.

Air quality Local automated clean air charges to diesel lorries to help mitigate pollution
damage

Air quality Don't be influenced by the NIMBY community, do what is best for the next 20
years.

You need update your projections to include changes in technology, and it is all
for the good, i.e.:

1. Automated vehicles (especially lorries) "Driverless cars could initially
lead to longer delays on the UK's major roads, according to a
government report.”

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-38533517
2. Battery operated vehicles (zero pollution)
https://electrek.co/2017/04/13/tesla-semi-all-electric-truck-september-
elon-musk/

Air quality My son cycles into school, he will be needing to cycle under the proposed road.
I am not happy about the extra air pollution he will be exposed to.

Air quality The Greenhouse Gas appraisal has indicated that the 4 options are predicted to
increase greenhouse gas emissions. The net present value of the change in
CO2 emissions over the 60-year appraisal period from the scheme for each of
the options was presented, with a detrimental impact expected for all options.
However, Option 8/8B + NFS has a larger impact of -£21,790,787 compared to
Option 2A/2B which is -£18,969,025. Again, | do not understand why route
8+NFS has been chosen.

Air quality 1. The bypass is far too close to a community asset, the ancient woodland at
the scout camp at Huish woods. This vital local asset is used by thousands of
children each year. Increased noise pollution and a reduction in air quality will
affect all including the youngest in our community. Suggested Solution:- The

road should be moved further away from the woods.

Air quality I live very near to the proposed new road. Just to add to this, we have recently
had our first daughter who is now 7 months old. It concerns us greatly that air
pollution may contribute to air quality problems that could then lead to breathing
issues e.g. Asthma.

Countryside The expressway will result in the separation of Stoke Lane from the village of
Stoke St Mary. The Scout Camp at West Hatch has thousands of scouts visiting
the site each year. Building a road so close to this site goes against the entire
ethos of the scouting movement, which is providing children with access to the
natural environment.
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Theme Area—  Public Feedback
Environmental

considerations

Cultural All options present the potential for large adverse effects on unknown

heritage archaeological buried remains. Option 1/1B+NFS, Option 8/8B + NFS and
Option 8/8B + Jct25 have majority offline alignments, in which proposed
construction would extend through current rural areas with known
archaeological assets, and areas of high archaeological potential. Option 2A/2B
has a majority online alignment, with only the most northern extent as a
proposed additional offline route, already located within an urbanised area. | do
not understand why a route would be chosen when there are going to be large
adverse effects to the area when another route has far fewer adverse effects.

Landscape The proposed route is on the edge of the Blackdown Hills AONB.

Landscape this road development would alter the area further and | believe to an
unacceptable level. We need to retain the countryside around West Hatch and
its is tragic development to plough a dual carriageway through it. We are turning
this area of Somerset form rural countryside to suburb.

Landscape It is very disappointing that is is going to go through prime Agricultural land and
Beautiful countryside.

Landscape As well as obvious concern about noise and pollution | would also like the
elevation of the road around Stoke Hill to be kept as low as possible to lessen
the visual impact (this could easily be achieved if the alignment of the road was
moved very slightly Northwards moving it further down the slope of the hill), the
road to be screened with native trees helping to create a wildlife corridor and for
all existing roads and paths across the route to be maintained.

Landscape The route is on the edge of the Vivary green wedge, one of 3 green wedges
that have been identified as being protected from development. This route
directly contravenes the Council plans for Taunton and in doing so will open up
the area for further development, destroying beautiful countryside in the
process.

Landscape this will destroy 2 x ancient woodland devastating impact on ecological and
environmental factors

Landscape There have been other routes looked and with a lower impact on virgin country
side, lower pollution & accident rates and | urge that these are considered
further due to the lower impact on the area and communities locally.

Landscape Furthermore, Huish Woods will be adversely affected and the high-quality scout
camp will be largely destroyed.

Lighting We hope all possible measures will be taken to quieten what will become a
busier road. We do not want to see an increase in light pollution. Indeed the
removal of street-lighting on downgraded roads by Stewley Cross and from
Mattocks Tree Hill to Henlade would help to enhance the local rural
environment.

Noise | am particularly concerned about noise pollution so hopefully adequate barriers
of trees and banks will be in the design of the scheme.
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Theme Area—  Public Feedback
Environmental

considerations

Noise It looks as if my house will be affected by noise. If that is the case why haven't
you contacted me and informed me what this is likely to be and also whether
there will be access to free noise reduction products for my house? In addition
to the noise what kind of increased pollution am | likely to experience if this
scheme goes ahead? | have no comments about journeys because | don't use
a car so this will have no benefit for me whatsoever. It might reduce my house
price, or make it very difficult to sell, if there is going to be an increase noise
and pollution. If so what compensation is available to me?

Noise [ADDRESS REDACTED] and my brother purchased the field behind adding my
property- this was done as | have sheep that going to graze in there, which if
this goes ahead then won't be able to due to the increase in traffic/ sirens/ busy
road. Which can cause miscarriages and stress to the sheep. The road is also
going to cause more pollution and noise.

Noise 1. Benefit to cost ratio - H.E. technical appraisal report clearly show the
preferred option as offering the lowest ration of all options.

2. Accidents and noise - H.E. Technical Appraisal report clearly shows the
preferred option as offering an increase in both accidents and noise. All other
options show a reduction.

Noise We live very close to the A358 so are worried about increase noise and
pollution when road is dualled. This will affect our quality of life dramatically.

Noise Pollution and noise levels will accompany the increased traffic on local roads.

Noise The road passes between and behind Shoreditch properties. Noise, light and
Air Pollution will be 24/7/365 because the junction roundabout and its approach
road will be at or above ground level.

Noise Use the road surface that reduces spay and noise by residential areas

Waste Park Barn lane is blocked off at the 358 it could cause fly tipping on the lane
and possible travellers camping.

Wildlife Wildlife crossing points - however this will not suit the numerous roe deer and
one fears for them and road users travelling at > 70mph. The number of deer
and badger deaths is already high - dualling will only add to these numbers.

Wildlife From an environmental perspective there are on-going surveys being carried
out. However, it should be noted that there are otters in the larger streams.
There are also many wild flowers including orchids.
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Appendix J.2: Organisation responses by letter
to the consultation

This appendix outlines in the full, all responses from organisations. Highways England
would like to thank all of the organisations for their responses and noted all points

raised.

This appendix includes responses from:

Beercrocombe Parish Council

Campaign to Protect Rural England (East Devon)
Campaign to Protect Rural England (Somerset)
Creech St Michael Parish Council

Devon County Council

Environment Agency

Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council

Horton Parish Council

Historic England

lIminster Town Council

National Farmers Union

National Trust

Natural England

Neroche Parish Councll

North Curry Parish Council

Parochial Church Council of St John the Baptist Church, Hatch Beauchamp
Somerset County Council

Stoke St Mary Parish Council

Taunton Area Cycling Campaign

Taunton Deane Borough Council

Taunton Deane Bridleways Association

West Hatch Parish
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Beercrocombe Parish Council

bﬁrcrummhe Parish Council’s response to A358 Public Consultation July 2017

1. The proposed route does not help to relieve the flow of traffic geing through Heplade and
with the proposed Industrial/Business Park adjacent to the Taunton Park and Ride even
more traffic will be generated in that area. If this route is adopted it is essential that a link
road should be constructed from Junction 25a directly into Taunton and a link road from the
proposed route to the existing M25 junction to incorporate the proposed development close
to the junction.

2. Highways England’s theory is that traffic on the A358 proposed new junction 25a would join
the northbound M5 and travel back to junction 25 before entering Taunton and travelling to
such places as Exmoor. This will cause extreme pressures between the two junctions and the
northbound exit 25.

3. Itis essential for a junction to be constructed which incorporates Capland, Hatch Green and
Bickenhall roads to the new A358 to give access to Taunton, llminster and the surrounding
villages on either side of the A35E

4. Afly-over connecting Stewlzy Lane to Wooed Read) Kenny, Ashill is essential particularly for
agricultural traffic serving farms that fall on both sides of the A358. Equally this route is used
by traffic wishing to join the A303 west aveoiding Southfields roundabout or wanting to
access the Blackdown Hills area.

5. The Southfields roundabout where the A358 and A303 meet needs extensive rebuilding to
accommodate a dual carriageway not just minor improvements. A slip road going east
should be constructed to avoid traffic having to negotiate the roundabout and at the same
time the first part of the A303 going east from that junction should be dual carriageway not
as at present a single carriageway on a three lane road.

6. The failure of the proposed scheme not to incorporate improvements to the liminster
bypass A303 is without doubt going to cause a severe bottleneck particularly at peak times
with vehicles coming from Wiltshire on A303 dual carriageway and likewise from Devon and
Cornwall on dual carriageway and motorway.

7. Highways England’s Preferred Option appears to be the worst option for our locality.

8. Beercrocombe Parish Council wishes to be registered as an interested party.

Gillian Midwaorth
Clerk to Beercrocombe PC
beercrocombepc@outlook.com
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Campaign to Protect Rural England (East Devon)

East Devon Group CPRE

Cp Chalrman: Dr Margaret Hall
- Greytops, West Hill Road
ma |

== D evon West Hill

— Ottery 5t Mary
M Campaign to Protect Rural England Devon EX11 1TY
‘- www . cpredevon.org.uk Tel: 01404 813470

Email: eastdevon@cpredevon.org.uk

Vice-Chairman: T 1'W Hale
Larkbeare House
Whimple
Devon EX5 2RZ
Tel: 01404 822213
24 April 2017

Mr D Stock

Highways England, Bristol
Temple Quay House

BS1 6HA

Dear Mr Stock
A303/A358

Improvement of the road between London and the South West has been considered in various
forms for over 40 years, including:
a. 1995 Public Enguiry —recommend dual A303/30 Honiton to liminster, and A358
Taunton to liminster not an alternative.
b. 2003 Arup Report — confirmed the above.
c. 2007 SW Region - stated preferred solution was dual Honiton to Iminster (A303/30).
d. 2016 HE/DCC confirmed only small proportion of vehicles liminster to Exeter use A358.
e, 2016 HE confirmed A358 there for purpose of north/south, not sast/west.

Maps of the major routes (attached) to Exeter and beyond show the situation:
A, 2004 = A303/30 as strategic Trans-European Network route
B. 2015 - shows B-lane and 4-lane and 3-lane roads
C. 2016 - confirms gap Honiton to liminster East/West (A203/30), with A358 dotted
North/South
D. 2016 - detail as C above
E. 2017 - omits area west of Taunton/liminster and thus misleads.

The latest consultation leaflet (blue) from HE states on page 4 that it gives a high level
overview of the entire A303/A358 corridor. This statement is not correct, and sets out to
seriously mislead.

The creation of an Expressway, l.e. dual carriageway, to the South West from London on A303
alignment is welcome. By all means dual the A358 Taunton to liminster, which we support, but

The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promaote the beauty, tranguillEty and diversity of rural England
by encouraging the sustalnable use of land and other natural resources in toswm nd eoumtry,

Regivtered Charlty Bo. 248817
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that is not part of that Expressway. There is a further 150 miles of South West England beyond
Taunton.

The A358 is there for a separate purpose. Cost is stated to be £250M for dualling this 9 mile
section of road, as part of RIS 1, with start in spring 2020. It Is not an alternative to A303/30
route to Honiton, as has been said many times before.

The M5 is full. To seek to guide more traffic onto it will cause inevitable congestion on a major
road whose resilience is decreasing. On Saturday 8 Aprit 2017, MS was shut by Exeter, and
chaos ensued for several hours. As on previous oocasions, with M5 shut, A303/30 east of
Honiton to iminster became gridiocked.

The sister booklet (brown) entitled A350 Dualling Scheme discusses section 1 and a new
lunction 254 on the MS5. This needs to be a 4-way junction, but that is not clear from the
script.

Section 2 [page 9) states proposed widening of the existing A358 to dual carriageway. This
dual has to be a brand new road, if access is only at junctions B, C, D. This is not stated, and
again is misleading,

Local people on the current A358 need to have continued access to the local, current, roads.
These roads are not shown, If | am correct, the locals are likely to support the dualling scheme,
as they get rid of the dangerous through traffic.

Simitarly, local people living on the A303 route Honiton to liminster have for many years
supported a new dual carriageway. They would then get their local roads back, and be rid of
the through traffic.

The National Policy {2014} states that there is a compelling need for developing our Strategic
Road Network with roads of suffident capacity and resilience. Dualling the A358 Taunton to
liminster will meet that need for the North/South traffic, and should go ahead.

For East/West, the need is to dual the A303,/30 Honiton to liminster, as part of the 5W
Expressway, and provide much needed additional capacity as alternative to the very full M5.

Yours sincerely

[y o5

IHM*
TIW Ha o

cc Mr S Blackmore, HE Sowton, Exeter

The Eampaign to Protect Rural England sxists to promote the beauty, trangulliity snd diversity of rural England
bry encoursging the sustainabie use of land snd other natural resources n town and coumtry.

Registered Charity No. 245517
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What if nothing is done to
the A307

It is predicted that the identified problems will
become worsa ovar tima, espacially with the
significant growth planned for the East Devon,
Exeter, Mid Devon and Teignbridge areas.

The proposed A358 improvement, as detailed in
tha RIS, will not solve the problems and will not
improve connections and resilienca to Exetar and
the South Wast, which is why wa belisve the A30
improvement scheme is needed.

The MS5/8358 routa batween Southfislds and
Exeter is 14km longer than the 47km A30/

A303 route. In addition, the A30/A303 is dual
camageway betwean Honiton and Exeter and
improved single carrageway betwaen Southfields
and Broadway. Currently, oniy a small propertion

Road Types |

improved A0 TAS0D

ADLE o D Improved

— A Hanilon o Davosshite inn
Unirpunwed sactions of A203

Tiverion

Cullampton

East of Enster P:_ﬁ

stiidig wl A0 NPy ITinS wie ey OlEkai ee i diie

@

of vehicles travelling from east of Southfields to
Exeler and beyond use the M5/A358 route.

Traffic models built for the study predict that,

as traffic lows increase and conditions on the
A358 and M5 deteriorate in tha future, drivers

will continue to choose the A30MA303 routa. The
traffic models also show that if improvements to
the A358 ara delivered, the vast majority of drivers

will continue to choogze the shorest route along
tha A30/A3N3.

The A358 improvement is a critical scheme for
Taunton, northern Somerset and northern Davon,
The A30 and A358 routes complement each other,
serving different, but equally vital, needs.

Taunton

- \
Simes s liminster

Honkton
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EEIERWIS LR

Devon County Council (DCC) is consulting
on a scheme to improve the 8km section of
the A3D between Honiton and Devonshire fnn,
so that a preferred option can be considered
for funding under the Government's Road
Investment Strategy. This Is the first stage

of proposals aimed at improving the 21km
section of the A30/A303 between Honiton and
Broadway.

In January 2012, Devan and Somerset County
Councils commiszsicnad a study that identified
a programme of improvement schemes for the
‘unimproved” sections of the A30/A303.

The subsequent A303/A358/430 Economic
Impact Study (hitp:fwaww. somersat. gov,ul/
polizias-and-plans/soiwmes-and-initistivar a3
|37 1-a358-improvemant-project’) found that
improving the whola would:

Create 21,400 jobs and deliver a £41.6bn
boost to the sconomy

+  Deliver £21.2bn of taxation, welfare savings,
disposable income and tourism benefits

+ Create £1.9bn in transport benefits fram
reduced journey limes and greater resilience

These benefitz cannot be achieved unless the
whole of the route is improved, including the A307
‘A303 between Honiton and Broadway. In 2015,
DCC took a decision to progress the section
between Honiton and Devonshira Inn. This
saction carries the highest traffic flows between
Honiton and Broadway and has the potential to
deliver the largest positive impact to the local
community, particutarly az it passes throwgh the
viliage of Monktan. It would also be a significant
step in identifying a road scheme suitabla for

the Blackdown Hills Area of Oulstanding MNaturai
Beauty (A0MEB), a nationally prolected landscape.

Tha propased

‘| eastof Honilo

ACNB.

scheme is located
in Drewon on the AS0
trunk road narth-

n, in

the Blackdown Hill:
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Campaign to Protect Rural England (Somerset)

Preiidest

Roger Martin

Chairman

Prof. Chris Lewis
- Please reply too-

Liz Payne - CPRE Somerset Planner
/o 8 Rowdens Road

= Somerset o

i Tel: 0845 269 4206
Campaign to Protect Rural England Ml st ok

W . Cpresemerset. ong. uk

I

4358 Taunton to Southfields Project Team

Highways England

207K Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay 10" July 2017
Bristol B51 6HA

Dear 5irs,
A358 Taunton to Southfields Highways England Consultation

The CPRE is opposed to major new road building, especially that which destroys and
divides unspoilt countryside. Our reasons why are clearly s=t out in the publication “The
End of the Road? - Challenging the road building consensus” (March 2017), an independent
report commissioned by the CPRE from consultants at Transport for Quality of Life. This
report illustrates that road schemes:

* induce traffic, that is, generate more traffic - often far above background
trends over the longer term
® |zad to permanent and significant environmental and landscape damage

* show little evidence of economic benefit to local economiss.

This report is an impaortant piece of research which Highways England is requested to read
when preparing road schemes in the future.

Hotwithstanding this broad position and although this is a non-statutory consultation, CPRE
Somerset are extremely disappointed that Highways England are only consulting on one
option. We totally agree with the statements by Taunton Deane Borough Council that:

“the material presented for consultation is very limited and is not of sufficient detail for
the Council to form a definitive view on the proposal™ and

The Somerset Branch of the Campaign o Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranguility and diversity of
rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country.

& company limivad by guarantse. Registersd in England numbsr 04755452,
Begimered Office” canctuary Cottage, Mewtown Lane, West Pennard, Glastonbury Bas BHL
Registered Charity number 1100850
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“The fact that there is only one apfion presented for consultation is very concerning and
suggests that the responses to the consultation will in fact have little bearing on the
scheme which Highways England bring forward within the Preferred Route consultation
planned for Winter 2007."

In their response to the consultation Somerset County Council officers state that they
viould have preferred all four feasible options to have been consulted on at this stage of
the process and that the single option “has posed unhelpful constraints on communities
wishine to express views on the scheme.” CPRE supports this view.

CPRE also feels that the nature of the consultation and the material presented does not
conform to the standard of consultation which is expected at any stage of a proposal
which has such profound environmental, social and economic impacts. Advice in the
Plannming Inspectorate’s Advice lote 8.1 confirms this. It is significant that the two key
local authorities who will be involved in the scheme, and are statutory consultees, present
such strang wiews on the unsatisfactory nature of the information supplied and the
consultation. CPRE’s Solicitors, ELM Law, wrote to Highways England on 23 June 2017
highlighting the deficiencies in the current non-statutory consultation process and asking
for it to be held in abeyance until such time as such deficiencies were remedied and
consultess were provided with all the information and data they needed. Surprisingly no
reply has been received to date.

The landscape impact of the proposal causes sigmificant concern to CPRE Somerset as the
scheme passes through undeveloped countryside, close to villages and ancient woodland.
Moreover it will be visible from the Blackdown Hills AQNE to the south. In Taunton Deans
the Local Character Areas which would be affected are 1a Farmed and Settled Low vale-
Yale of Taunton Deane 4a Farmed and Wooded Lias vale -Fivehead Vale and part of 5a
Sandstone ridge -llorth Curry. The upgrading of part of the existing A358 and the
construction of the new link connecting to the motorway across undeveloped and good
quality agricultural land will cause intrusion into these well-defined character areas. The
illustrative road line also passes very close to areas of Ancient Woodland which could be
cut into and the proposal for junctions at West Hatch and Ashill would result in further
visual and environmental disruption.

The Highways England Technical Appraisal (para.9.) acknowledges that:

“the provision of junctions at West Hatch and Ashill would increase the level of
disturbance, as well as the new link connecting to Junction 23, Overall, a Large Adverse
effect is anticipated as a result of Option 1/18 + NF5, Option 8/8B + NFS and Option 8/8B
+Joeds "

The conclusion in the TAR states clearly that

“In emironmental qualitative assessments, all aptions perform similarly in the categories
assessed except in the areas of landscape and biodiversity. Option 24/ 28, whilst having
an adverse effect on landscape, would have a lesser impact than the other options. ™

This is clear evidence from HE that damage to the landscape is inevitable and the option
which is “least worst™ for the countryside has not been considered fully in public
consultation. Damage to the countryside has been considered to be secondary to other
cost and economic factors. The impact of a new road and motorway junction will be
considerable and it is not understood why the existing junction, which is currently subject
to proposals for modification, cannot be further modified to accept the expected increases
in traffic movements. In tandem with investment in other modes of transport, particularly
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the rail network, this may be viable and no evidence has been brought forvard to
illustrate that this is not possible or has even been considered.

The impact of the proposals upon the 4303 and A30 where these roads run through the
Blackdown Hills A01E form no part of thess proposals. It must be expected that traffic
floves will increase along the A303 as a result of the other Highways Agency proposals at
Stonehenge and Sparkford but the unlocking of these bottlenscks have not been assessed
in the traffic modelling.

Foute choice and guidance is increasingly being left to satellite navigation devices in
vehicles and it is likely with the increasing congestion on the M5 around Taunton will lead
to the route choice to M5 continuing to be via the A303/A430 through the Blackdown Hills
AOQNE to junction 29 with highly adverse effects on the AQHE. The present modelling is
flawed and far greater reaching traffic modeling needs to be carried out to reveal the
future traffic flows on the A358 particularly on the proposals for the Southfislds
roundabout and for the 43037430 through the Blackdowmn Hills AQIE.

The TAR reports that without mitigation there will also be a moderate adverse effect on
biodiversity including badgers, nesting birds, water voles, otters, and reptiles, and a Large
Adverse effect would be predicted to Europ=an Protected Species which include, but is not
limited to Great Crested |lewts, bats, dormice and Schedule 1 listed birds, for all the
proposed options. Until details of the proposed mitigation are available it is not possible
to assess the impact on biodiversity or the landscape. Highways England state that one of
the aims of the scheme i to minimise adverse impacts on the surrounding natural
environment and landscape. At this stage in the process this is not apparent.

Other issues which require further consideration include the impact on listed buildings in
close proximity to the scheme and Public Rights of Way which cross the preferred route.

In conclusion the CPRE consider this to be another scheme which does not give full weight
to the material consideration of impact on and protection of the countryside which is a
valuable national asset.

Yours faithfully,

Liz Payne Ma MRTPI

Flanner CPRE Somerset
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Creech St Michael Parish Council

UNCIL
Clerk: Steve Altrla 23 John Grinter Way, Wellington, Somerset TA21 9AR
Tel: 01823 666295 Email: clerk@creechstmichael.net

To;
A3GE Taunton to Southfields Project Team
Highways England

Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Guay

Bristal

B51 GHA
and
Misha Devani Clir John Williarms
Somerset Highways Leader, TDBC
County Hall The Deans House
Taunton Belveders Road
Somerset Taunton

Somerset TA! 1HE
Friday, 12 May 2017
Dear All

A303/A358 Duelling.

1 would advise that representatives of the PC attended the A358/A303 consultation events held last year and
that held this yvear at Monks Yard. Please note this letter is the PC's response to the HE consultation.

The PC supports the principle of a new high gquality dual carriageway road from London via the M3 to Taunton
in arder to bring economic benefits to Somerset, to provide mone reliable journey times, improve safety and
to avoid routing through the road through the Blackdowns ADNE.

We are also aware of the infrastructure projects already agreed within and on this Parish borders” namely;
The Weast Monkton Urban Extension (which despite its name is a significant housing and employment
developrment within ©5M), the West Monkton eastern and western relief roads, the Creech Castle junction
improvement, the M5 Junction 25 upgrade, the Nexus Strategic Employment Site and the obvious need to
address the traffic on the A358 through HenladefRuishton. Representatives of the PC have attended all the
consultation events that have been held for each.

It is obvious from these to the PC that your three erganisations need to be working far closer together on all
these projects and that these projects need to be plannad and developed within an overall programme of
works: with each having grester regard than has been demonstrated to date for the others. The local
communities, including this Council also need to be more involved too and phasing of the works needs to take
place.

It is alse clear ko this Council that the impact on neighbouring communities (incl CSM) of each of these
projects has not been considered. A comprehensive programme needs to be put in place ahead of safety
works (including "village gateways” (pinch points), a village wide speed limits of 20mph, provision of
foot/cycle way's where non exist and a ban during the construction period of large 8’6"+ vehiclas) and traffic
modelling is required of the nearby villages {incl CSM) which has not been shown in plans to date.

This PC appreciates that these infrastructure projects (and others not listed here} are required and are going
ahead. Tt calls upon you to work closer together and with local communities ta deliver them.

The PC understands that the reason a J25a solution is being proposed is that with Nexus being brought
forward that even with the 125 improvements SCC plan then the 125 junction even with improvement will not
be able to cope with increased volume of traffic and is not capable of even further improvement. If true the PC
accepts that a J25a will be required but the issue of constantly quewing traffic on the A358 in Henlade, access
to Mexus which must be from the duelled A358 in order to remove the need for heavy traffic to go through
Henlade alss need to be addressed.

I ook forward to your confirmation that these enhancements will be provided and your early acknowledgment
of this letier.

Thakk Youw. Yours sinceraly,

Clérk ta Creech St Michael Parish Coundil
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Devon County Council

Date 16 July 2017 DEVO n

County Council

A35E8 Taunton to Southfields Project Team
Highways England
2107k Temple Quay House

2 County Hall
2 The Sgquare I
Temple Quay Topsha mEfgt%c:
Bristol )
BS1 6HA EX2 4QD

Email: andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk

Response by Devon County Council, Cornwall Council and Plymouth City
Council

Cear Sir or Madam

A358 Taunton to Southfields Consultation on Route Option

Our local authorities of Devon, Plymouth and Cornwall strongly support the
Government's commitment to improving the A303/A30/A358/A38 cormdor to create a
safe, efficient and resilient second strategic route between London and the South
West Peninsula.

Delivering that commitment is vital to our region’s economic growth and resilience of
our transport connectivity with the rest of the UK. It is a critical project with wider
implications for the rebalancing of the UK economy and hamessing the productivity
potential of the Peninsula region.

We therefore broadly welcome the efforts being made by Highways England made to
progress the important Stonehenge, A358 and Sparkford to lichester sections.
However, in respect of the actual detail of the current proposed option for the A358
improvement it appears to be a compromise trying to solve two very different needs
and failing on both counts.

The preferred option appears to offer the lowest transport benefits of all the options
examined by Highways England including dis-benefits in terms of lack of relief for
Henlade, road safety, roadworks and greenhouse gases, and a large adverse impact
on the landscape.

Although the Technical Appraisal Report unhelpfully does not provide specific traffic
data for the impact of the preferred option on the MS south of Taunton, there is a
clear strategic intention that more traffic from the A202 Southfields will be
encouraged to use the proposed new route to reach destinations further west in the
Peninsula.

The M5 is clearly currently at capacity during busy periods and sending more traffic
onto this section without significant investment will increase the likelihood of

Chief Executive Phil Norrey
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incidents, further eroding the resilience of the region’s anly strategic road link worthy
of the description with the rest of the LK.

At the same time, as the TAR reveals, the proposal will lengthen joumsy times on the
alternative A303/A30 route to Exeter through increased congestion at Southfields.
The effect is likely to herd more southbound traffic onto the M5 with increased nsk of
congestion and disruption The hard reality that this option cannot address is simply
this: there 15 no single solution that can feasibly meet the proven need for a strategic
sacond link to the economic growth areas in Somerset and the proven need for a
strategic second link to the economic growth areas in Devon, Plymouth and
Cornwall.

In addition there has clearly been a lack of investment in the A38 which has been
highlighted within the DfT's new Transport Investment Strategy (July 2017), where
the A28 is identified as suffering from regular, severe congestion. This demonstrates
an existing and urgent need to provide long term investment for the South West
strategic road network if a resilient transport corridor capable of supporting economic
growth and re-balancing the economy is to be accomplished.

Somerset requires a better solution for the A358 than this and the economic growth
areas in our local authorities further west require a scheme that will significantly
improve the A303/A30/A38 link.

Yours faithfully

Fhoteo dredc.

Councillor Andrea Davis
Cabinet Member for Infrastructure Development and Waste

Chief Executive Phil Morrey
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The Environment Agency

Mr David Stock

Highways England Owr ref: W2017M30538/01-L01
Temple Quay House Your ref:

(2] The Square

Bristol Date: 18 May 2017

BS1 6HA

Dear Mr Stock

A358 TAUNTON TO SOUTHFIELDS DUALLING SCHEME PROPOSED ROUTE
OPTION - NON-STATUTORY STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
(socc)

Thank you for your consultation regarding the above.

Please find hereunder our preliminary opinion in respect of issues pertinent to our
interests, which will form the basis for further, more detailed assessment, as the
consultation process progresses. It is acknowledged that the regulatory regimes
relevant to the broad issues highlighted, are covered by the ‘Key International,
European and Mational Environmental Legislation’ section of the submitted Technical
Appraisal Report.

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT

The proposed A3SS improved route does not cross any Main Rivers, therefore it will be
important for the applicant to formally liaize with Somerset County Council, as the Lead
Local Flood Authority, with respect to ordinary watercourse crossing design, surface
water runoff management measures (SUDs), and any Land Drainage Consent
requirements.

We would expect any DCO submission to be supported by an approprate flood risk
aszeszment (FRA) to define all existing flood risks that would be encountered on the
propoged route, and how the proposed scheme will mitigate any adverse impacts to
third parties e.qg. by the design of the road and associated drainage infrastructure.

The FRA should also demonstrate how the road itself will remain resilient against any
direct flood risk sources that could affect the route i.e. the road will need to be designed
not to flood from fluvial scurces at any point along the route, and remain safe during
extreme events such as the 0.1%AEP fluvial flood.

We would also expect the applicant to consultengage with all of the various risk
management authorities in Somerset, to establish if the road improvement project could
aszizt, in partnership, with the delivery of any wider flood risk reduction andfor
environmental enhancement projects, including WFD objectives in the affected
catchments.

Enviranment Agency

Rivers House, East Cuay, Bridgwater, Somersat, TAG 4Y5.
Customer services ine: [3708 508 508

WAL o L K eI On e - m ey

Contid
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FISHERIES, BIODIVERSITY AND GEOMORPHOLOGY

Protected species and species of conzervation interest

A number of protected species and species of congervation interest are known fo be
present within the project working area including but not Iimited to the following; Otter,
badger, dormouse, bats, brown hare, great crested newt, European eel, and a range of
both aquatic and terrestrial inveriebrates. Full protected species surveys will be required
throughout the working area of the proposed scheme and additional surveys should be
considered which identifies species of conservation interest. Appropriate measures
must be taken to minimize impacts on these species as a result of the proposed
development. In view of the scale of the proposal, it would also be reasonable to expect
the applicant to underiake phase 1 habitat surveys for the impact footprint in order to
establizsh a baseline for likely impacts and mitigation need. This would help identify the
requirement for additional protected species surveys by indicating the presence of
suitable habitat.

Protected areas

A number of the river systems which may be impacied by this scheme feed info
downstream 55515, SPAs and SACs and Ramsars sites. As such the applicant will be
expected fo illustrate through robust evidence that the development will not result in a
significant deleterious impact on these protected areas.

SAFFA

Migratory zalmonid populations including salmon, sea trout and brown trout are known

to be present within the water bodies which may be impacted by this scheme. As such

the applicant will be expected to illustrate through robust data that the development will
nof result in a significant deleterious impact on these species.

WFD

A number of water bodies may be impacted as a result of this development. As such the
applicant will be expected fo underiake a WFD assessment in order to illusirate that the
works will not result in a deferioration, nor prevent future improvement of the WFD
status of these water bodies. Additional information on how to do thiz can be found on
the following website:

hitps-/fwew.gov.uk/government/publicationsfwater-framework-directive-how-io-assess-

the-risk-of-your-activity.

Invasive species

A number of invasive species are known to be present in the vicinity of this project. The
applicant will be expected to underiake appropriate surveys to determine the spread
and exftend of these invasive species within the proposed working area. This will then
imform an appropriate management plan for these species, o ensure the proposed
development would not result in the spread of invasive species

Mitigation

Ag these works involve the expansion of existing infrastructure, it will be challenging fo
avoid impact on proftecied species and habitats. As such it is likely that mitigation may
be required in the form of offsite habitat improvementicreation. Accordingly, we would
suggest that the study area for this project is representative of this need, to ensure that
sufficient land is available to provide mitigation against impacts. Additionally, it is
suggested that mitigation is considered as early ag possible, in order fo manage
expectations in respect of associated cosis eic.

Contid.. 2
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Of particular concern is the potential for impacts on rivenine systems around habitat,
biological continuity, sediment fransport and water chemistry. This must be considered

as early as possible to ensure appropriate mitigation is designed into the project from
the outset.

Guiding principles

When considering environmental impact it is imperative to first assess ways to avoid

impact before determining any mitigation measures. As such, we would expect to see

high level principles from the outset which, if adhered to, will allow the development to
avoid significant environmental impact. These should include the following.

- Bridges which pass over watercourses should span as great a width as possible
following the assumption that the further the bridge engineering iz from the water
course, the less environmental impact. This also significantly reduces the risk of
water erosion of bridge foundations/structure.

- Bridges of watercourse should cross at right angles to the watercourse and impact
as short a distance as possible.

- Development should avoid running adjacent to watercourses for a significant
distance where possible (likely for significant impact on WFD if not employed).

- The definition of ‘temporary infrastructure’ should be agreed between applicant and
regulatory bodies from the outset. This will reduce the risk of challenges at pre-
application/submission stage.

- Where possible, the applicant will work with local groups/organisations fo achieve
mitigation requirements in order to maximize the efficacy of the mitigation.

ENVIRONMEMTAL PERMITTING

We would advise that careful consideration is given to those aspects of the proposed
scheme that will necessitate a formal application for an Environmental Permit.

Guidance in respect of thiz matter may be obtained through the following link:

wwrw. gov. ukfiopic/environmenial-management/environmental-permits

POLLUTION PREVENTION

Where the propesed scheme has the potential to adversely impact on ground and
surface waters, we would reguire the applicant to provide full details of the specific
works, including the proposed means by which pollution would be prevented/mitigated.
An appropriate Consfruction Environment Management Plan {CEMP) should be

submitted either individually or as an infegral element of a wider Environmental
Statement.

Cur Environmental Protection team would be pleased to advise in respect of detailed
requirements, during the consuliation process.

Important information

Please note, we will charge for further technical input into areas of the planning process,
beyond the environmental issues identified above. Our charged advice is provided
through a formal agreement, including an offer letter, a programme of advice and
standard ferms and conditions. We will discuss the advice you need with vou, and agree
a programme to specify the tasks that will be carried out.

Contid.. 3
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The programme will alzo give the approximate timetable and cost for the advice. The
programme can be varied by written agreement for any changes that need to be made.
Charges are based on cost recovery and have been set at £54 per hour, per officer.

Plzase note that the view expressed in this letter is in response to an enguiry only
and does not represent our final view in relation to any future consultationfapplication
made in relation to this proposal. We reserve the right to review our position should
new information, or updates to guidance occur, in relation to any such application.

The comments and advice given in this letter are made entirely without prejudice and
without liability accepted, implied or given by or on behalf of the Environment Agency.

Yours sincerely

Dawve Pring
Planning Specialist

Direct dial 02030 250153
Direct fax 01278 452935
E-mail: nve sp@environment-agency.gov. uk
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Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council

o czwed '"5|7‘1‘}

HATCH BEAUCHAMP PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN: David Graham: Tel 01823 4E00ES
CLERK: Claire Morrison-lones: Tel 01823 601495

The Orchard
Biscombe
Churehstanton
Taunton
Somerset

TA3 TPE

hatchbeguehamp. peibemall com

Rt Hon Chris Grayling P
Secretary of State for Transpart
Department for Transport
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London
SWI1P 4DR
g July 2017

Dear Mr Grayling
A358 - TAUNTON TO SOUTHFIELDS DUALLING SCHEME

This letter is addressed to you on behalf of the Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council. Hatch
Beauchamp lies mainly to the north of the planned A358 expressway alongside a section
that is destined for a major new junction,

Taunton is cur main source of local employment, shopping, rail and road links. Our access to
Taunton is via the current A358 road. We have a dual interest both in good access to
Taunton and the town's growth and continuing prosperity. That applies both to the
businesses in our village {which include a bus company, a fencing manufacturer, and a
maker of high-grade architectural cladding) and to private residents.

Taunton is the largest town along this proposed corridor between the A303 and the M5, A
business park is planned just north of Highway England’s “promoted route” to which it
offers no link. Moreover, the promoted route plays little attention to a major access issue:
the continuous congestion where A358 goes down to single lane traffic through the village
of Henlade. {Highway England’s Technical Appraisal Review highlights both environmental
and traffic problems associated with Henlade.) If traffic golng north on the M5 has little
incentive to use the new promoted route because it lengthens the journey, and if it further
offers no further access to the new business park, this problem will get worse. Furthermare,
we remain unsatisfied by the current traffic monitoring reports and projected estimates for
the promoted route.
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These concerns have been publicly identified by our district council, Taunton Deane, and
acknowledged by our county council. We support them.

Since other routes offer both a Henlade bypass and links to the new business park, we
believe that either the promoted route must be better researched or modified to provide
better solutions to the above concerns or that the three other route options in the TAR
must be brought back into consultation. Highways England must co-operate with Taunton
Deane and Somerset County CouncH in finding integrated solutions to the above problem:
This seems entirely consistent with the new roads policy announced in early July,
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/chris-grayling-to-launch-1bn-roads-revalution-
xzlkmebnp

Failing that we see ample room for improvements on the current route, both along A303
it approaches the Southfields roundabout, at the roundabout itself, at points along the
A358, and at Junction 25 on the M5 at Taunton.

As for the detailed impact on our own parish, our main immediate concern is that we
maintain both a southern and northern access to the new road if it goes forward. Without
that we face the possibility of congestion as traffic seeks new ways of to get on to the
proposed expressway. We will have many other concerns around access to the new road,
crossings, footpath and cycle paths, the impact of changed traffic flows, bus routes and
emergency services — which we will continue to study, aiming to be ready for the next
round of consultation following the announcement of the preferred route. We ask you to
ensure that that second phase of consultation is both timely, adeguate and informative, s
that we can work to preserve the amenities and services our village enables.

Yours sincerely,
Claire Morrison-lones

Signed for, and on behalf of, Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council

cc Chief Executive Highways England Company Ltd, Mr ) O'Sullivan

cc Member of Parliament for Taunton Deane, The Hon Rebecca Pow MP

cc Somerset County Council Ward County Councillor, Clir John Thorne

ce Taunton Deane Borough Council Ward District Councillor, Clir John Williams
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Historic England

SOUTH WEST OFFICE

|Mr David Stock Direct Dial: 0117 9750699
Highways England

207K Temple Quay House Cur ref: PLOO0OT7186

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristal

BS1 6HA 11 May 2017

Dear Mr Stock

A358 Taunton to Southfields Scheme - public consultation on single route
option

Thank you for consulting Historic England at an early stage in the development of
these proposals. We are the government’s expert advisor on England's heritage and
we have a statutory role in the planning system. Central to our role is the advice we
give to local planning authorities, government departments, developers and owners on
development proposals affecting the historic environment.

‘Constructive Conservation’ expresses the role we play in promoting a positive and
collaborative approach to conservation that focuses on actively managing change. The
aim is to accommodate the changes necessary to ensure the continued use and
enjoyment of heritage assets while recognising and reinforcing their historic
significance. Our advice seeks to minimise the loss of significance to these assets. We
also look for opportunities to enhance the historic environment.

The route option shown in the consultation does not appear to directly impact upon
any designated heritage assets, however it is possible that the settings of the group of

20 QUEEN SQUARE BRISTOL BS1 4ND
Tedephone 0417 575 1308
HisforicEmgiand ong. i
Histonc England is subject fo the Freedom of Information Acf. 2000 (FOI4) and Emvirmnmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR]. AN
information held by the organisation wil be sccessible in response fo an information reques!, uniess one of the exempflions in the FOIA
or EIR spplies
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SOUTH WEST OFFICE

Grade II* Listed Buildings at Jordans, on the southern part of the route, and a number
of Grade |l Listed Buidings elsewhere, may be indirectly affected. A thorough
assessment of setting and visual impacts will be needed to determine any such
potential effects arising from the proposal.

The route lies within a landscape containing a rich archaeological heritage. Whilst it
presently has a relatively low number of Scheduled Monuments compared to the wider
county and SW region, we know from previous archaeological work that there is a high
potential for the discovery of significant archaeological sites along the route, as
evidenced by the important Roman settlement site recently investigated near Henlade.

It is important therefore that the scheme continues to liaise with, and take the advice
of, Somerset's archaeological advisers (SW Heritage Trust) and the local authority
Conservation Officers with Somerset County, South Somerset District and Taunton
Deane Borough councils, on the work necessary to identify and mitigate potential
impacts on the historic environment arising from the proposals.

Yours sincerely,

PA-UNLL

Phil McMahon
Inspector of Ancient Monuments
phil. mcmahon@HistoricEngland.org.uk

cc. Wendy Tomlinson, Mel Barge, Historic England
Bob Croft, Steve Membery, SW Heritage Trust
Mick Wall, Somerset County Council
Andrew Tucker, South Somerset District Council
Tony Garratt, Taunton Deane Borough Council
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llIminster Town Council

ILMINSTER TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices
North Street
ILMINSTER
Somerset
TA190DG

Tel: 01460 52140
Fax: 01460 55642

e-miail: town.council@ilminster. gow.uk
Town Clerk: Joy Norris MILCM ACIS MSc 8 Juiy 2047

FAO Mr D Stock

Project Manager A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme
2/07K Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol

BS1 6HA

Dear Mr Stock,

At its meeting on 2 May 2017 the Town Council considered the consultation documents
issued regarding the A358 dualling scheme.

The Town Council is especially concerned about:
= The lack of attention given to opportunities for economic development
» The impact for access to existing businesses, particularly those located in liton and Isle
Abbotts = it would appear that access to these places will be more restricted than at
present and requires the use of roads that are not suitable for vehicles larger than cars
and small vans.

The Town Council would also welcome consideration of the inclusion of a cycle route as part
of the proposal both for tourism and commuter purposes,

| enclose an extract of the minutes for your reference and information,

Yours Sincerely
S

Joy MNorris
Town Clerk
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b) Appeal in Respect of Application Decision Ref: 16/03479/FUL
1 Wadham Close, liminster, TA19 9BH
Proposal: The erection of a detached building to provide ancillary accommodation to main
dwelling.
Appeal Dismissed

{ PR7A358 Consultation
: The Town Council's response regarding the consultation on the A358 Taunton to Soulhfields
Dualling Scheme was considered.
lssues discussed during consideration of this application included:
« Could a cycle way be incorporated into the plans
» The technical appraisal has route options that are not included in the consultation
s The proposed route would be longer distance for people to travel between Taunton and
liminster
« There is reference in the consultation documents to the new Taunton business park but
there is not any consideration for businesses in liminster and llion e.g. the economic
70y development of the Southfields site
' « Flooding propensity of adjoining roads
« The impact on access to residential properties along the A358 and the neighbouring
villages

e

RESOLVED that a letter is sent in response to the consultation expressing concemns abou
the lack of attention given o opportunities for economic development and th
impact on existing businesses especially those in liton and isle Abbotts and

F also suggesting the incorporation of a cycle way.
P88 Parking /| Road Layout Issues
a) Parking provision near the former Methodist chapel
lssues discussed during consideration of this topic included:
» Chicane effect of current parking arrangement
« The existing parking arrangement can have a traffic calming effect
» Visibility for people accessing and egressing from the homes in the former Methodist
building

RESOLVED that no recommendation is made and any decision regarding the parking
arrangements and restrictions near the former Methodist chapel are made t
the Somerset County Council Highways Department using their professions
expertise and taking into account all the relevant safety factors.

b) Road layout at The Triangle (and access io the car park)
lssues discussed during consideration of this application included:
+ Safety of vehicle users
+ Meed clearer road marking and signage
RESOLVED
(i} to recommend no entry at all at the top of West Street ~
(i)  all signage and road markings to be in keeping with conservation area

P89 Additional Bus Shelters
Councillors were given information that had been researched regarding the

L Chair's Initial
positioning and costs of bus shelters in arder for a decision to be made as o g e e
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National Farmers Union

ZNFU

Your ref:

Owur ref: NFU response - A358 July
2017

Email: Matthew. Uren@nfu.org.uk

Louise staples@nfu.org.uk

Direct line: 01392 440700
Date: 14™ July 2017

NFU comments: Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme : A358

Dear Highways England,

The Mational Farmers Union represents over 47,000 farmers and growers across England and
Wales; more than 1,800 of these famm here in Somerset.

We understand that during this stage of the above named consultation you are seeking views on
the proposad route and local information, issues and concerns relevant to these works, including
specific issues we feel should be addressed or concems about potential impacts.

We have a number of concems about the consultation, and we would request that Highways
England come and speak to the farmers and landowners as a group to consult on this route
proposal in more detail. In summary the areas of concern are:

1. The consultation lacks detail specifically in regard to location of the main junctions, crossing
points and access that is to be provided off the A358 to farm drives, farm fracks and land as
well as the local road network

2. The impact of farm traffic not being able to access the A358 in the future and the impact
that these works could have on surrounding roads has not been considered

3. Farmers and landowners have either not been consulted at all or not enough for HE to
understand the impacts on famm businesses

4. Why has only this single route option been consulted on at this stage — we would like to
see route 2A/2B consulted upon further as this has ments

5. The consultation does not fully take into account the value of farming businesses to the

local economy and environment

Impact on Farm Businesses

We do understand the need to upgrade the single lane sections of the A358 to dual camageways
to improve ftraffic flow and safety for the benefit of local communities, business and tourists as well
as to enhance connectivity to the South West region. Many of our members businesses will be
significantly impacted by the proposed route and the associated construction works between
Taunton to Southfields not just from the proposed route for the dual camageways but also from
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access junctions at either end and the two new proposed junctions part way along. One of our
members who runs a successful pig business near Taunton will be greatly affected by the

proposed route.

We do understand that the infrastructure needs upgrading and for this to support the local
economy and encourage growth but it must not be done to the detriment of farming businesses.
Highways England E must consider in greater detail the impact on the farm businesses and the
amount of land that would have to be compulsory purchased when deciding on which option to
take forward.

Further the NFU is very disappointed to see the lack of detail in regard to the impact on farming
businesses covered in the technical report. There is no mention of the agncultural businesses that
would be impacted and no areas of land that would have to be taken out of agricultural production
have been highlighted. This is expected at the very least within a technical report.

Consultation with Landowners
Access to and over the A58

We expect Highways England to thoroughly consult individual landowners and fammers who are
impacted by the proposed works to gather their views and recommendations. The rules under the
Planning Act 2008 for Mationally Significant Infrastructure Projects states very clearly that the
developer must consult with affected parties.

We feel that there has been insufficient consultation. Landowners directly affected were invited to a
thirty minute consultation slot at one of the events held which is far too short to camy out any
detailed consultation on the effect of a new road on a farm business. There are cther farm
businesses which will not have land taken but who farm on either side of the new proposed route.
The new road will sever many farming businesses who will require access at all times across the
road. Direct access from the road to land is integral to their farming businesses to enable the
businesses to run efficiently. All landowners and farmers need to be consulted by Highways
England on how they may be affected.

The NFU held a meeting for its farming members affected by this proposal and the following main
issues were highlighted:

1} There is a lack of detail in the consultation as the route line is just shown as a thick line on
a simple map which is not to scale and the location of the main junctions are just shown as
red dots. Landowners and farmers need to know

a. Where exactly will the main roundabouts be located and shown on a detailed
1:2500 plan

b. What crossings will be provided to connect up the local road network?

c. What access provisions will be provided to access farm drives, farm fracks and land
situated on either side of the new road?

d. If there is to be no direct access off the dual camageway, will over bridges and
underpasses be provided to landowners and farmers ?

2. |s there to be a link road built in places running parallel to the new dual carmageway
for local traffic to use?

2) Llong diversion routes to access the A358 will not be acceptable for farm traffic as this will
have a massive impact on the viability of some farm businesses. The A358 is a very
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important link road for rural businesses in the area and as such should not leave any of
them at a disadvantage.

It is wery difficult for our farming members to make an informed response to this consultation with
out detailed information.

Due o the lack of consultation camied out by Highways England, landowners and farmers believe
that HE have not appreciated the impact on the local road network and specifically through certain
villages. There is concem that rat runs could be created through the following:

» West Hatch to Thomfalcon
= Bickenhall to Hatch Beauchamp
= Broadway and Horton to llton

The rat runs will nat only be used by the local communities trying to access the A358 to reach the
motorway but also to just fravel form south to morth and vice versa to reach local towns.
Agricultural vehicles will also have fo use these local roads to access land north and south of the
proposed new road increasing congestion on the local road network and creating safety issues.
Modem agriculiural vehicles are long and wide and there are also many HGY lomies visiting the
farms. The local road network is not designed to take this type and volume of traffic.

If access roads are closed, then surrounding villages will have large HGV's coming through them to
get to farms. Many farms will have multiple movements of HGVs in & out of the farm all year round
e.g. grain lomies, feriliser deliveries. At peak times this could be 6 or 7 a day. At present these
lorries generally travel to members' farms by quiet roads from the A358 which does not cause
much disruption. If access is closed they will have o come through village areas which is not
currently the case.

It has been highlighted in the consultation that safer crossing points will be provided for
pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians but it is imperative that safer crossing points are provided for
landowners and farmers too.

Due to the lack of information and consultation the NFU requests that further specific meetings are
held for landowners, farmers and their agents to provide the information required and to hold one
to one meetings with farmers to consult on specific detail. Highways England need to understand
how the proposal will impact farming businesses and their day to day operation so that this
information can influence the design of the new road going forward and so reduce the impact on
the farm businesses and the right accommodation works be provided. [t is essential that Highways
England take no more land than is absolutely necessary to build the new road.

lIse Restrictions

It is imperative that agricultural vehicles will be allowed to use and continug using the new
proposed A358 road when up graded fo an expressway.

We would not want the upgraded road to carry any limitations or restrictions which would prevent
any type of agriculiural vehicle accessing and using the entire A358. We would like Highways
England to clarify that there will be no restrictions to agricultural vehicles on the A358 to appease
the concems that the local farming community have about this issue.

Mo weight restrictions, or other restrictions, should be imposed on agriculiural vehicles using the
A58, In addition, there should be no other restrictions placed on agricultural vehicles and the type
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of agricultural material being transported (for example hay and straw) on the A358. Any additional
local weight limit restrictions imposed to protect communities from diverted or rat-run traffic before,
during or after construction must not impact farm vehicles.

Construction Impacts

We feel strongly that the impact on farm businesses in the immediate and local area must also be
thoroughly reviewed and considered ahead of any construction works. The following issues need
to be addressed:

« Waste and Spoil: Land should not be compulsory purchased for the scheme in order to
take waste and spoil from the construction works. Details of where spoil will be taken to
must be provided in advance of construction and in close consultation with impacted
farmers and land owners

+  S0il: Details of how soils will be stored and kept clean during construction must be set out
at the earliest opportunity and further detail must be provided fo explain how soil will be
reinstated for agricultural use, including information about the type of aftercare plan which
be put in place. The NFU would expect to see this detail in the Environmental Impact
Assessment and in the Code of Construction moving forward.

+ Drainage and field drainage: There is no mention of the drainage needs for this scheme,
including how both ground and surface water will be managed during construction and after
the scheme is complete. This information is essential for both farm business and local
environment protection and must be thoroughly considered, planned and agreed in
advance of the works. Farmers will need fo know how their field drainage is to be dealt with
during construction and reinstated once construction is completed and we expect Highways
England to clarify their powers and intenticns in writing before any works begin

Environment

It has been stated in the technical report and the consuliation document that the environment is a
key issue and that one of the benefits of the scheme is that the environment could be improved by
reducing pollution from queuing traffic and that Highways England want to avoid disturbing
protected species habitats and take opportunities to improve local diversity.

The MFU agrees that the environment in the local area is very impaortant and that further surveys
must be underiaken and information gathered from the landowners in regard to the local
envircnment.

The NFU is are disappointed to find little reference fo the voluntary environmental agreements,
environmental designations and important habitats within the construction area — all of which are
managed by famm businesses. We feel that Highways England should demonsirate how they
intend fo safeguard these environment and landscape features as part of these works.

Economic Impacts
The consultation documents highlight the need to balance the cost of the project with the economic
benefits to the area. We agree with the need to achieve the best value for money during major

infrastructure works, however, we do not believe that this consultation recognises the economic
benefits that the food and farming sector delivers to this area, and we believe Highways England
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should seek ways in which to reduce the impact of these works on farm and food husinesses,
during and after construction.

+ For example, farm businesses in our county contribute £217 million GYVA annually with an
output of £564 million agricultural output each year.

+ Farm business support a huge range of other rural businesses such as feed, seed and
fertiliser suppliers; machinery dealers, mechanics and engineers; legal, financial and
advisory services; haulage and delivery companies; veterinary, genefics and nufritional
specialists; builders, electricians and plumbers; local wholesalers and markets to name but
a few.

+ |n addition, farm businesses themselves employ over 12,300 full fime workers on holdings
across the county and thousands of other part time and seasonal workers.

« Qur farmers grow arable and horticuliural crops, sheep, beef, pigs and pouliry and produce
milk for sale in local, national and intermational markets — as well as produce environmental
oltcomes for the benefit and enjoyment of all.

It is vital that farm businesses are adequately compensated for their short and long term business
losses as a result of the A358 scheme, throughout all stages of the works, which should include
any consultation hereafter.

Conclusion

Highways England must take no more land than necessary to build the new road scheme so that
the impact on the viahility of farm businesses is reduced. Land taken on a temporary basis must be
retumed and reinstated in no worse a condition than that which is suitable for agricultural
production.

We expect Highways England to take our comments and those of the l[andowners impacted into
serious consideration ahead of any decisions going forward.

Due to the lack of information and consultation the NFU requests that further specific meetings are

held for landowners, farmers and their agents to provide the information required and to hold one
to one meetings with farmers to consult on specific details.

Yours sincerely,

Louise Staples MRICS FAAY Matthew Uren
NFU HQ MNFLU SW Region
Agricultural house Agricultural House
Stoneleigh Park Pynes Hill
Stoneleigh Rydon Hill
Warwickshire Exeter
CVa82TZ EX2 55T

Page Sof 5

Report on Public Consultation Page 117



A358 Taunton to Southfields

National Trust

lan.wilson@nationaltrust.org.uk

Your ref: A358 Taunton to Southfields Scheme
Our ref: A358 Public consultation response

Mational
Trus? - 21% June 2017

Highways England
A358 Taunton to Southfields Scheme Public Consultation
By email: A358TauntontoSouthfieldsDuallin i land.co.uk

Dear SirMadarn

A358 SOUTHFIELDS TO TAUNTON
Proposed road improvement

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Highways England consultation on the
proposed A58 Southfields to Taunton road improvement.

The National Trust is Europe's largest conservation charity with nearly five million members,
Established over 115 years ago, our primary purpose is to promote the preservation of
special places for the benefit of the nation. To achieve this aim we own and manage places
of historic interest and natural beauty and have become the UK's largest private landowner.
In South West England, this includes over 57,000 hectares of countryside, over 1300 listed
buildings and nearly 300 miles (19%) of the coastline. Given the range of our activities, wa
are in a position to comment both from the perspective of a landowner and as a major
conservation organisation responsible for safeguarding the nation's natural and historic
assets.

The Trust does not own any land or properties that would be directly affected by this
proposed road improvement. However, we own and care for several historic properties in
South Somerset that are accessed from the A358. These include Barrington Court,
Montacute House, Tintinhull Garden and Lytes Cary. We also look after Fyne Court to the
north of Taunton, and the Wellington Monument further to the south-west. In addition, many
visitors to our properties in Devon and Comwall travel via the A303 and A358 from London
and the South East.

The Trust has been an active stakeholder engaging with Highways England, alongside
Historic England and other key stakeholders regarding proposals for improvements to the
whole A303/A358/A30 corridor. We are aware of the longstanding challenges of highway
access to the South West via this corridor and the important benefits for local communities,
visitors and the wider economy that could arise from road improvements.

In response to the consultation, we understand and appreciate the need fo upgrade the
A358 between Southfields and Taunton, which will improve access to key parts of the South

Mational Trust President: HRH The Prince of Walos

South VWest Region Regional Chair: Doug Hulyer

Place Farm Courtyard, Courl St Regional Direcior: Mark Harold

Tisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 6LW

Tel: +dd (01747 873250 Registered office:

Fax: +44 (0)1 747 BT3251 Heelis, Kemble Drive, Swindon, Willshine SN2 2MA
www.nalionaltrusiorg.uk Reglstered charity number 205846
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West. We would also prefer to see the A358 improved rather than any upgrade to the
A303/A30 through the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Matural Beauty (AONE) which
we would expect to cause significant environmental damage.

Whilst we have no specific comments to make on the proposed A358 route alignment, we
would encourage Highways England to take full account of the views of communities,
residents and businesses that are more immediately affected by the proposed road
improvement, In addition, we would like to make some brief comments in the two
paragraphs below.

In accordance with the Highways England document ‘Creating an Expressway lo the South
West — The Case for the A303/A358 Corridor’ (2016), we would advocate sensitive design
and engineering to ensure that the potential impacts on ecological interests are fully
understood and are minimised wherever possible. Where impacts are unavoidable, then
adeguate mitigation must be camied out to enhance the landscape. This is particularly the
case given that the route would affect a considerable area of open countryside. The dual
carriageway solution should therefore comprise the best possible solution for the landscape
which avoids, minimises or mitigates impacts on the natural environment and the historic
environment; and pays particular attention to the local character, appearance and sense of
place. Where possible, opportunities should be taken to enhance landscape character,
ecological interests and public access to the countryside,

In respect of the implications for road users and business continuity, the proposed road
improvement — in addition to other schemes along the A303/A30/A358 route corridor — will
inevitably affect road users during its construction phase, in particular for local residents and
businesses, as well as visitors to the South West. Going forward, we would ask Highways
England to consider how these affects can be minimised as much as possible, with
advanced, clear information to businesses and visitor attractions in terms of the timing of
works and the diversion routes. We would therefore appreciate the opportunity to discuss
the implications for business continuity at the appropriate time.

To conclude, this letter represents the National Trust's initial response to the proposed route
improvement. Our view on proposals for new or enhanced transpart infrastructure is guided
by our statutory purpose which, in broad terms, seeks to protect special places for ever for
everyone and as such, we believe the design of both new and existing infrastructure needs
to be of high design quality, respecting its setting and the spirit of the place where it is
located. We look forward to engaging further with Highways England, its consultants and
other stakeholders as the design of the scheme is progressed and to review the details of
the preferred route at the next stage of the consultation where we will be more fully informed
to review the impact of the preferred scheme on both the landscape and Mational Trust
members visiting our properties.

Yours faithfully
(X K

lan Wilson
Assistant Director Operations
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Natural England

Date: 14 July 2017
Cwur ref: 211942

NATURAL
ENGLAND

Highways England
Customer Senices
Homibeam House
BY EMAIL ONLY Ssiness Fark
Electra Way

Cheshire
CW1 686G
T 0300 060 200

Dear SifMadam
Planning consultation: Public Consultation - A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the cument proposals for the above scheme.

Matural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future

generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Summary

Matural England broadly agrees with the environmental issues identified in the Technical Appraisal
Report. Based on the information available at this stage we advise that route Option 8/86 + NFS
(‘the proposed route) is less likely to result in adverse effects on nationally designated consenvation
sites and protected landscapes than the other route options outlined in the report. Whilst we expect
it o be possible to adequately mitigate for environmental impacts, any effects should be considered
in the Environmental Statement and mitigation proposals built in to the design.

Statutory designated sites

At its nearest point the proposed route is approximately 1.2 km from the nearest nationally
designated sites, Thuribear Wood & Cuarmyands and Bamrington Hill Meadows Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (5551) and approximately 4km from the nearest European and intemationally
designated site, the Somerset Levels and Moors (Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar).

These sites can be vulnerable to impacts from road schemes in relation to air quality, water pollution
and disturbance to bird populations (the latter two applying only to the Somerset Levels and Moors).
However, given the distance from the proposed route, Natural England does not expect the
proposed route to result in significant environmental effects on these sites.

Protected landscapes

At its nearest point the proposed route is approximately 2km from the Blackdown Hills Area of
Cutstanding MNatural Beauty (AONE). Matural England agrees that the route has the potential the
result in a Large Adverse effect on this site and appropriate mitigation will be essential, with the
north-west area of the proposed route likely to have the most significant potential impact.

We would be happy to provide further advice on landscape and visual impacts through our
discretionary advice service, and you may wish to seek the advice of the ADNE Partnership. Their
knowledge of the location and wider landscape setting of the development should help to
appropriate level of assessment relating to the ACKNE. They will also be able to advise whether the
development accords with the aims and policies set out in the ADNB management plan.
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Biodiversity

The Technical Appraisal Report acknowledges the potential for the route option to affect protected
species and it is therefore possible that licences will be required. Matural England guidance with
regard to licensing for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, can be found hers.

The route also has the potential to affect Stoke Wood and Huish Wood which comprise Ancient
Woodland, a priority habitat under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). We would highlight
paragraph 118 in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which states that there should he
a presumption against authorising development resuliing in the loss of imeplaceable habitats
including ancient woodland. Natural England has published standing advice on avoiding, reducing
and compensating for impacts on ancient woodland which can be found here.

As part of the scheme we would welcome the enhancement of existing habitat where possible and
creation of new habitat where current areas are lost through the scheme, we would wish to see
plans which seek to achieve a net increass in biodiversity, in line with paragraph 109 of the NPPF.
Linear routes help to provide hahitat connectivity throughout the landscape which is beneficial to
both people for visual screening/noise reduction and wildlife.

We would be happy to provide further advice regarding enhancement opportunities and other issues
relating fo bicdiversity and landscape through our Discretionary Advice Service, further details of
which can be found here.

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
queries please do not hesitate to contact us. For any queries relating to the specific advice in this
letier only please contact me using the details at the bottom of this letier. For any new
consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
comespondences to consuliafions@naturalengland.org.uk

Yours sincerely

Cliver Lowe

Somerset, Avon and Wiltshire Sustainable Development Team
Tel 02080266836

Email: Qliver.Lowe@naturalengland.org.uk
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Neroche Parish Council

A358 upgrade proposal — response from Neroche Parish Council

1. The local view

Since the plans for the above scheme were announced the Council has discussed the issue at
two parish council meetings, one of which was an extracrdinary parish council meeting at
which views were invited from the 70+ households present. The conclusions based on these
discussions are as follows.

2. The consultation is flawed

2.1 Insufficient detail of the proposed junctions and cross over routes is included in the
proposal. There is a question over junction C and lack of clarity over how other junctions will
wiork.

Cross ower routes for local traffic are essential but there are no details of these at all.
Without this we cannot adeguately assess the impact on local residents and businesses.
Further consultation once these details are available is essential.

3. The overall form of the scheme is challenged

3.1 The main aim of the plan is to create a fast route from London and its surroundings into
Devon and Comwall. Upgrading the A358 is not the only way to do this. Many local residents feel
this could be achieved better by upgrading the A303,/430 west of lIminster, towards Honiton and
Exeter. This would avoid exacerbating the existing congestion on the M5 at times of peak use,
especially holiday periods.

3.2 Relief of existing congestion could be achieved by improvement to junctions at the
Southfields roundabout and M5 Junction 25, which are the main cause of delays when the
road is busy. The main carriageway is not usually the cause of problems. The 3 lane
lIminster bypass section of the A303 is also a cause of delays where two lanes of traffic need
to merge into one lane. Even if the A358 iz improved this problem will continue and if it is
not solved it will limit benefit from the proposed upgrade. The liminster bypass needs to be
upgraded as a matter of urgency to reduce traffic congestion and improve road safety.

3.3 Alternative options for upgrading the A358 are not considered. We are content with the
proposed route from the Southfields roundabout to West Hatch Lane but believe that after
that the road should continue along the existing route, with the addition of a bypass for
Henlade and access to the new commercial site.
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3.4 Congestion issues

Urless the pinch points at Southfields Roundabout and the M5 are rectified, the impact of the
proposal will be that traffic will travel from one bottleneck to another. Traffic is often stationary on
the A303 liminster Bypass during summer weekends. Dualling this road and relieving congestion
points at either end would largely remove the need 1o dual the A35E8. The MS is often at a standstill
during peak holiday times, which supports the argument for dualling the A30/4303 west of llminster
as well, to aveid adding to this congestion.

4. More local details are needed

4.1 Access to the new road will inevitably be restricted by the nature of the new road. However
local businessas rely on the A358 to supply them and deliver their goods. This is largely done by
heavy goods vehicles. The present plan would force these vehicdles onto 2 small number of minor
roads which could not cope with this in their present form. Many roads in Meroche Parish are single
track lanes with few passing points and these struggle to cope with existing levels of traffic. There is
no capacity to cope with an increase in traffic. We realise that increasing the number of junctions is
unrealistic but consideration needs to be given to how local traffic will access the proposed juncrions
and how improvements away from the main carriageway will be planned and funded.

4.2 Access across the new road ic essential for local businesses and residents. These are
numerous at present, even if in places such journeys invalve short sections of travel on the A355.
While this will not be possible under the new scheme maintenance of as many existing crossing
points as possible is essential, even if this needs some additional work at those which are no longer
an exact match since construction of the Hatch Beauchamp bypass some years ago. If crossing
points are restricted those which remain will see increased use, imposing strain on the small local
roads leading to them. Some at least of these crossing points must be able to accommodate HGY
and large farm vehicles. It must also be agreed how any road improvements needed to facilitate
them will be funded. Many of the local surrounding roads are unsuitable for HGYs.

4.3 Commercial and farm vehicles are an essential part of the local economy. These join, leave
and cross over the A358 without undue difficulty but will not be able to do so with the new road.
Restrictions imposed on such traffic will increase journey times and lengths and increase fuel
consumption. This will all increase pressure on local businesses even though one declared aim of
the plan is to help them. Some farm vehicles will not be able 1o use the new road at all. Provision
for them must be made but there is no information in the propasal as to how this will be achieved.

IMany local farmers farm land situated either side of the current A358 [often with direct access) and
this access will need to be maintained.

4.4 Leisure activities

The area is popular with cyclists, horseriders and ramblers. Mo account appears to have been taken
with regard to non-vehicular traffic, and in particular its safety. Meroche Parish has several
established livery companies and younger inexperienced riders regularly use the surrounding roads.
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The parish also has two well used long distance footpaths, the East Deane Way and the Neroche
Herepath. It is a popular location for oyclists and regularly hosts cycling events.

L. What we wish to see

5.1 Consideration of alternative and less disruptive ways to achieve a fast road from the M3 into the
South West by

- Improving existing junctions at Southfields and M5 Junction 25 to improwve traffic flow
- A plan to remove bottlenecks caused by the three lane liminster bypass, ideally by dualling it
- Eventual upgrade to the A303/430 to provide an alternative route not using the M5

5.2 If the above idea is not followed a direct link from the new section of the A358 to the
employment site near Junction 25 should be considered.

5.3 Greater clarity owver how proposed junctions can work without increasing pressure on small local
access roads.

5.4 More detail about how many cross over routes there will be and what form they will take.

5.5 Greater assurance over what works to fadlitate access to junctions and cross over points will be
undertaken and how this will be funded.

5.6 Further detailed discussions with local councils.

Neroche Parish Council
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North Curry Parish Council

NORTH CURRY PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman = Krs & T Sindgoil Clark = b, Barbans Welwmod

Please reply to:  North Curry Parish Coundil
Town Farm Community Stable
Town Fasen, Morth Curry
Tauriam
Somersel, TAS GNP

Talaphane : FIE23 4801 36
e-mal ; parishsounc o theumy con

A58 Taunton 1o Soisthlields Progect Team,
Highways England,
Tesnphe Duay Hoise,
Hristol BS1 BHA
13 Juiky 017

Daar Sirg,
#5358 Public Condulesisan

Marth Curry Parieh Cosincil i the kogal govemimsent repeesentative al apprissimately 1,700 residents,
all of wham visit Taumtan for & variety of purpeses, induding employment, shoppirg, education and
leisidre, The great mapority af reskdeints arg Constraingd t0 travel along that seclion of the A 35S
fram the &.378 junction at Tharrdaloon traffic lights to Junction 5 (125} of the M5 motoraay and
beyond, By 50 dodng, they endure the seemingly inavitahle traffic delays which occur every day
becaume af the iredequescies of (Fe Figheay neleark sesving this pat af the South West, affecting
rational, regimnal and local tradfic alike

e Cowncs dnows that a number of local resicents have submitted sdrddual respanses (o the
Highways Englarel (H.E.] consultation, and indeed In same cases, ave shared with (e Coundil theis
peeticular concerns, &t its mesting an 12 July, the Councl spproved the stabement set oul below as
its own formal response. The Consuization queestionnaing, whisi allowing lor supoorting comments,
is wxsantially a tick-bea eeercise, with e radure of the queibons restricting the opportunity 1o
msnond comprehensively. The Councll does not consider this format o be partioulardy helpful, and
Fid therefoee retalped 06 &amine 5 E 5 progesed scheme in a narratioe farm

Thee Parish Council's respanse 1a Lhe Cardultalmom

1 Fistly, and pecbsns modl impoetantly, the fonsultaion peacess jrsell = Daded ar & Talse premse.
The sub-heading to the iIntoduction — “Highways England is corsalting an proposals 1o upgrade (ha
&350 betwegn [he BAS A0 Taunion and the A303° - |5 misleading. The phrage “ponsullig oo
prapasals” might be an acourate descriphion i prospective tansdtees have the expertise of Thamas
Teffped and ihe patkence of 3 saing to wade through 141 pages of the accomgpanying Techsical
Appramal Beport [TAR]L bul the grimary “Public consuliation”™ dacumant grees lile mformation m
respiect of the work which has been undertaken on the optians, and certainly irsufficient detall fo
enable comuafes=d Lo b2 able 10 make an aasessment o8 HE S judgmenl al [Fe berwelits and
dishenefis of ihpse options. n the Farish Councifs opinion, (herefore, ME. & not “ronsulting on
propasals”, bt on one proposal anly. W will refer 1o this prooosal as the “Censulfatian optan”

2. Samilarky, under the headivg o “Nexl s1eps; Seiring 3 prefened roule”™ {pl2), the consultatian
document states "This consuMation  |s your opparturity to express your views on the current
proposals ahead of further development and final seigction of & preherred route® Ths slatement
a0 B ms-representation of the cemnt pasition, for the reasoas set o abose
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3. In s renien of the Consultation option, the cordultation document (ppcs & &) refers 1o “A new
kS mabarway junciicn kacaied south of Taunton . prrmiftieg all-depcton mose ments bakeesn the
RS and the mew dusl carriogewsy” Consplcucus by il absence @ any prowsaon for access mio
Mewui 15, the proposed smaloyment e adjoining J.25 or Fram the propased junction dinectly o
Taunton drom the south, in comrasy, for example, to the silvation at Bedgwater, We do ot
Felesiarity desgree with tha latier point; acoess inte Teunton from here would perforce be through
a rasidentlal @ea bringing with it the prospect of emvranmental hanm: to shase lving thene, bul any
ircrense in scoess o the matorway nebwark would be of added advarage to businesses with a
reglonal blas based in fhe town Cemire (T nod here, then proviséan shauld be made elsewhang in the
scherni Bor an acoess link inko the town, 1t is exiraccdinary that the Corsultalion opticn does not de
that.

4. H.E. maist b aware that Tauntan has recently been awarded "Ganden Town® stalus, and vl The
Crsultation opticn affers no contribaticon whatewsr b0 the owe's snhanced place in the national
arel regianal econeiny, Tauntos is as imporiand ta the regenaration of the regional economy as &
Exgter, Flymauth, Truro or Pengnce. With noodirect link fram the nes highwey indo the town, i will
gErne no eConimic beneli froem the scheme. Cither the scheme neesds a fundamendal me-think or
HE nesds o re-define its objectives. The Parksh Councll is firmdy af the view 1haq @ should be the
farmear.

. H.E. may dapute our psserlion 1hat there is ne daect ek from dbe nea 8,358 into Taunten. AL
the Helidey inn public consabation event oo 30 lune, we were informed that traffic modelling had
srnwn that sgime raffic haveag busmess in Taunton would take the new road from lunction B as far
a5 Al new motarway junction, ke the rew slip rosd nonn 1 125 aod then take the ald &35 imo
Tauntan a5 before. Frankly, we ase highly sceplical of this notion. 1 sesms wery unlikely that traflic
will Travel twice the distance of the alematie 1o reach its destination. We nofe the caveas that
traffic madeling work is contiraing and cannot therelons be disoussed in any detall at this stage.
That being the case, untd such time as we are ablc to satisfy ourselvas as to 19 robasiness of the
miadel, we cannat acoept the hypothasis

T T P DRTETS TR COTTITRENT o SOpeaTig BURIenee @ e [onioleton gorament & 0wy the

Consultation aplien does net pravide direct access either from the propased motersay junction o
ik south or from the re-aligned 2358 10 the east into Naos 25 or o .25 s, Irstead, access io
tha empbaymeent site woald of necessity be from the ald G358 ab 125, § thern are tapacity issues at
1.25, ay we are tald there are, that will rediice the atbractiveness of the Site 1o busiress and calls inlo
question one of HE"S key objectives, in this cordeat, the Parish Councl poses the following
guestion: how does the Consultation option address HE 5 claim (p,11] that “Unlockng & pobential
for smonomic grewth in the area has been o key abjedive in developing our rowte aption
propesals,”? Wthat really is a key objectiag for H.E., this aption singularky fails oo achievs it

¥, Thee peersonsd experience of Coundl members, fogsther with ather anecdotal evidence, SUBgests
R us that of the 8358 tratfic which curremly travels iowands Taunton, it is only a small proparton
wahich fakes the 4kp road at 125 to travel further southewest an the RS, As a3 principle, v balipye
that wherever possible, personad esperence and anecdatal evidence should be tested and
validated. We were forewarned by local residents, and sought confirmation from HE. that It has i
ins po ssession traffic count figures, albei now somewhat dated, shawing raife mavements at 115,
We'e: asked for a sght of the data, We ako asked for relevant data inrespect of traffic currgntly ssing
thee i 30308 30 which is projected 1o transher fallowing construmion of an approved A 358 icheme.
(To address the P coiaithess, Thave will B an incresse in traffic u.'-il'g'lhl.' mmprosved & 358 :rlslr;g
fram traffic which currently uses the A 3037430, 1t is important o urdarstand 1he axtent of thad.)
The TESPONSE 10 0L Feguest in @ik case @as ., we are unable to proside &y further detail on 1k
infarmiation b yourself as we resd 1o ensure we provide evergone Wil the same infarination
throughout the consitatian pracess,”
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. e Tind it dilficult © credit the logic of HE.'s respansa, and b gt it plainly, considar its reasons
for refusal to b nonsansical, IFHE. will nat release traffic data tn the Parish Council simply becawse
ciher consaless have not kad the cppartunity to review i, why has HE. not offersd it to all thoss
ronsuitees who might have an interest in it? That would hawe resolved the issue, would it not? e
must make this poant forcefudly: the Parish Council cannot ergage adequately in 12 cossulbation
process if HE, refuses to make relevant miformation avallable, When does HE. intend 1o do that? if
it i= affter it has selected its "prefereed rpate’, 25 now appears to be ineyitable, that & toe lake,

9, The TAR. [pp.62-64) describes Option 28028 b5 provdong for the re-alignad & 358 10 ba huilt o
the south of the ceisting read theough Herdade as it makes its way 1o the proposed moloreay
junction south of Tawntan, but also prowiding a 1.5 km dual carrizgesay link 1o 1,25 and 1o Mens 75,
whech HE, atknowledges is of “strategic” importance. in passing, we note that Option & + 125 al=o
proesdes that link, bl in its present farm, @ would be of o GenefT ta Borth Curry residents or b
offers using the 8,378 al fs jundlion with the exsting 4,358 Thess options should have been
explorsd much mare fdly m the consultation document, so that consuttess had the appaortunity 1o
compars tham with the Cansultation oplion In particulsr, the capaoty msues 21 125 should have
been examined in detail.

10 in respect of Option 28248, the TR, [p.67) contends that becawse the roate peEsses clase o
Henlade and Rulshban, it woeuld impact adversely an local residents. The routs may indeed pass
clage That begs the questoon as toowiy H.E. did not put forssrd an amended scheme with measunes
which would mitigate the adverse Bnpact, HE's failure to do w0 pives the impression that Oplon
28/20 has been designed to sl rrespective of that, what the TA8. failks to record is that this
cptian should remens fram the esistivg A 358 2l traffic mot having busingss there. I RO provisien i
made an the re-aligned route of the 4 358 far traffic to have direct sccess to Tauntan and beyond ar
to the matarway heading north wa 115 - the Consisaticn oplicn makes no such prayision - the
reductice in tralfic on the sxisting road will be minimal.

L1 A i e ernphbsine e painl, the T AR, [0.759] skates that “The Optian 24528 scheme atiracts the
meast traffic tn the new A358 (54,600 2 way flaw in 3038), with the majority of this afic (73%)

T ACTACSIAT RN IS AT TADA D vl e e link T dometinn 25 the raemsindes (2] wsing the e
free dlow slip roads with the MMS 1o travel sowth on 1the MS° Undil such fime 35 we have the
cgpaiunity ta examine both sdsting and projected troffic dats snd we have darification of the
expected impact of former & 20306 30 traffic, we wil continue fo guestion the 73%/27% split 21 the
rlereay junclEans, Even sa, This statement makas the cpie for Option 26710 ar the Consuiation
ophian, if in the Biter case provision is made far links to 125 and to the 8 378, exactly aswe wauld
BRI

12, W regret the necessify b make this peanl as a preambls o what follows, bt the traffic
mangedling data with ahich we have been provided §s w0 far inconsistert ta Ik extent hat we are
sumprised that H.E. is willing to put it Gn the public domain. ‘We acknowledge that this 5 3 s
pantention and deseryes 10 be substantiated We will di o,

13 Faor ecample, we were acsed at the Raliday Ion event that i the Consultation opion vwene
by, traffic enogeliing data showed that a projected 26,0080 vehicles would Take the re-abgred
4358 sputhbound to the rew matorway juncticn by the year 2038, 4s = noted in para 11 ahowa, If
Deptaon 2478 were bull, that same trafflc traveling soulh to the new momeway junction woud
novee, accarding 1o the traffic moded, amount oy to 14,700 in the same year. Wie foel chliged 1o ask
what happersd o the missing 11,300 wehiches®

14 Sevilarky, we were told that the SADT traffic passing hndugh Henlade was 308000 a= at Ocraher
205, Traffic madelfing data shawed that in the Consultatinn aption, the voliawme of eralfc
cantinung Lo use Chis powte through (o 25 ard beyand by the pese 2008 would reduce to 268061,
dgain, a5 Is noted in para. 11 abowve, the modefling wark for Opion 28,28 showad inothe same pear
B iodal yokime passing through 125 of 39,500 vehicles. We feel obfged o ask: where havs the
additicnal 13, 100 vehicks come from?
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15. These discrepancies, in each case v excess of 11,000 vehicles, canmol be ascrived to dillerent
projections of tefal traffic, The difference in total volumes Betwesn the Consuhatian optian ard
Option LaSLE as projected and shawn by the data & ks than 2000 vehices

16, It i5 #ka the case that the traffic flow Information refermed o in the presions three paragraphs is
incompatibile with that sat out in e TAL (pED), which states: "Operational assessment of
lurction 25 has been carried out for the catians both without & haction 25 link (Cptan BISR + NFS|
arel with [Optien 38/36 and Dpton Bf8B + Jn 25] . This showed thaf with the junction
improverent the degree af saturation would be around 5% in both thie &AM and PR peak periads
either with or without the In 25 link, &1 aptices will remoes traffic 1o M5 South froem Jn 25 whil
far cotions without the link road the majority of fraffic ta Taunton and M5 rorth will seill pass
through dm 25 via the old 4358 Ths explains why cherm i nod moch dilfanenos in e operation of In
1% betwwen the optiong,”

13, We are asked o accepl thal 1here & Bile difference m the capacty of 1.25, whesher an
watimated 26,800 or 29,5900 wehictes {see para, 14 above) pass theough & W are pot cormdrzad:

L& Until such time as BLE. provides us wiih a satisfactory sxplanation of the augstanding makters to
which we hawe raferred, the Parish Council takes e view that the ConsuRation aplion as described
in Section 1 ol the consultation dooament will not sgrve the purgase chdmed for it it wdl rat prove
to offer valur for marey and it will provide aeglizle reliet Tor he great majosity of raffic whick
will tantinue Lo usé the existing highway through Henlade and inta 1.2% and beyond. For the sme
feason, this option wauld pravide preginas little relief for the people of Henlade,

19. Wie wery much regret the lack of & befanced apprazal within the consultation decument af the
olfer pptions described inthe TAR, and the refusal te provide us with selevant traflic data, These
factors lead us to believe that HE Bag aliesdy commitled itself ta the Consuftation optian as it
prederred routs,

20 A e, e Conncilhas-an- SU bS8 Mg comment b0 mate-on Section 2 of the consygliaiten-
oA b asihg T A FTTE T T ST T W T e
consicker it appropriate to comment whan HE, publishes its so-called "prefesred route’. Withau the
traffic data cureently held by H.E. and infarmestion relatng to curment £.30508. 30 traffic projected to
transfer being availsblke for scraing, apy comment which we may maka now wisidd be speculathe

Summary/Canclusions

21 The PFarimh Council &5 cancerned that H.E. has engaged in & consultation exercise without
prowiding patential corsidtees with all the relevanl evidenice. |n partcalar, trafic flow information
at 125 and the woklome of farmer 480300 20 traffic are crucal o the making of 3 detailed case, but
that held by HE has Deen denied fo us amd [0 oihers, HE's refesal to make this and other
informuslion available suggests that it has alresdy made up #s collective ming &5 to & prefermed
scheme, anit does not wish 1o be confusad by any ewidence 10 the Cosvtrary. In the oroumsisnoes,
wia mist ask: how does PLE ewpect public consultaton 1o be condacted on a meaningful basis if it
refuses to share relevant technical Information with those meied o take part?

24 The stated chiective of unlocking the pedential for economic grosth in the area s not reflacted
in the Consuhation aption, which proposes no fink (o the commerncial and business amess of
Taurdon, Mor does the option provide any socess 1o Mexus 25, which HE. acknowledges is an
employment site of strategic impartance, or ta L35, A5 a conspquence, The great majony of
natiaral, regional g csl Fafhc famenthy padiing Uircugh Henlade and HFulshicn will be
iansrained to continue to do w0,

24, Any propasal must be validated by the avidence. To enable us and others to understand that
evidence better, we would ask that, when the preferred route & annaunced, accempanging trallic
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mexlafling data is olterad 3 ar the dst= af scheme ogering, e 2023, rathes than 3 Tar distant 2034
£Lurrent mathc corditions along the A.358 from Southdields o L2% are clase to imtolerable for road
wsers, both naticnal and regiongd, as will 23 lecal. The proposed sohitaon musr mesplep thnse
condstiond a% il conlrioution o the naticnal and reglioral economy, ard at the same tirse provide
reliaf for ocal people, he they car users, cyclsts, pedestrians or sesidents,

24 From the esidence pressntly svailabl= to the Parish Coaincil, we do nol suppart the Condatatian
optian. We favour a roate for Section 1 of a re-aligned A58 which connerts to 1he axkting A 378
and which includes a link 10 .25 and 10 the proposed Mewus 25 emqpkayment sile

25 We wish 10 receive & copy of the sumsmary report and 0 be advised when HE, makes ity
praferred rawte announcemsnt. We waould ask that a representative of H.E. or its consultants atters
a meeking of the Parfish Coundd dnee the preferred route it knowa, b arder Be Condinges 1o represent
lncal rasidants, we papect to comment furber at the appropriate time.

Vours Tanhhaly,

Wirs C O Stadged,
Chairman, Marth Curry Parish Caunl

o M5 R Posas BEP
Clir O Fathesgill - SCC
Zlir H Habgood — TORC
Bt b4 Baddelay, Stoke St iy PC
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in resparse to the proposal by Highways England} HE to bylld an Expressaay between the 4358 and
Killams (known as option BMFS) . please find my camemeris below.

Environmedntal

#  Air polludicn — the scheme as proposed will add 22 miles on a retum journey for thase
vithiclas redireched fram the 4303, adding fuel consumption and added eméssions. The
schiami will have & consequantial knock on elfect of congestion on the BAS which will add
significant volumes to an already cangested raad. The congestian at holiday peak periods
will be dreadful ard have the effect of tall backs orto the new feeder expreseaey, therstny
defeating the chjective it was meant to solve,

The abjective of relieving traffic going through Henlade will b= shoet leved. In absodute
term, the valume of traffic curmently travelling through Henlade will reached after a few
wears of growth, tharaby defeating that chjective,

Directing traffic south onbo the rew expressway for sehiclas travalling nomh doess’l make
sense. |t adds 45 miles to a pourney and again fuel and s podution,

*  Moize pollution sdditional wehicles bang nest to an whan anes jaining 1a the M5 with
accompariying ship roads, add up to 12 lanes next to housing. The effect of this is to make life
insufferable for thoss otcupants so close 1o the propossd junction. Yau have to traved a lorg
wiay T e & comparalive situalion in the LK

#  Light pollution. An elevated juncticn bringing traffic o houss level adds to an aready

. diastrous situation , especially for those Bying class to the propossd junction, —

T F DT O e e e e SRR W

Econamic

& The :cheme as per your repost pives the lowest cost benefit. Ratio

& In truth there is no economic benefit. This s a by- pass road for Taunbom . We ame 1ok by
both councils that there are no plans to develop the south of Taunban cutside The existing
motorwey boundary.
Taunton is being regarded as the dumping grownd for a poory thought eul schems,
Sustainability. The prablem doesn't g0 awy for The Menlade conpestion and the M5 soath
lares will bacoms mone congested than alneady ane. A few years den e track # this were
implermaried, mare manay will need to ba spert to fix tha grablams the scheme creatss,

Health and Safety

Thete genvernmient and ather local coundls hive got form an picking more dangenous but cheaper
aptiard, This proposal scored negative and the lowsel of all olbes options [your repart refers).
Geerfill towners aprings te mind, Cheap daps't mean safa as wa all knew!

& jurction so clase to the existing junction increases the possibility of acodients —a proeen fact
stptistically.
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Confultatian process

& Flawad. Oné aplion i ned g condlkaticn,

= Qpen bo legal challenge

= Docurmsent provided for comments is lasded towards ane schema = does not ask far
alternatives.

#  Lisaof subtonibrsshors (Mot Me Donald| bo Frong the o called consultation meetings

*  Treated councls as second dass in the scheme when it is the councils that ane the key
representatives of the local population. | ather words actieg as demi Gods.

*  How can one camment an an undetaied red blab on a map with ne detail to back it up?

Other altemnatives

Do rothing — save gowernmient maney o sperd on more useful cavses
Upgrade the 4303/30 — Southfields to Honiton

A rertbsadn link to the M5

A sl By pads to re- joind 25 roundabout

The coundls Ervourite of scheme 2a/f 3b

N S o Rl

Any of the aboue is better than this white alephant,

¥ou are playing with peopl=’s investment [property) with no regard. There are better aptions, Think
cirtside the baw.

H D Porwear
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Parochial Church Council of St John the Baptist Church, Hatch Beauchamp

P, i f nthe B rch, H amp, TA3

th

24" June 2017,

To: TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysEngland.co.uk

Via

David Stock,

Project Manager,

2/07K Temple Quay House,
2. the Square, Temple Quay,

Bristal, BS1 6HA.

Dwear Sirs,

At a recent meating of our Parochial Church Council a discussion was held concerning the work
proposed on the A358. The churches of Hatch Beauchamp, Curry Mallet, Beercrocombe, Staple
Fitzpaine, West Hatch, Stoke 5t. Mary and Orchard Portman form a united Benefice and all these
churches work together with one Rector and his supporting staff. Obviously services are held at
these churches and the Christlan community has to travel between them to attend. We feel very
strongly that the proposed alterations would make it very difficult to CRO555 the 358 easily without
the provision of a bridge across the road, and to avoid making the journey much longer. It would
also make the social cohesion of activities in these villages much more difficult.

We do hope that this suggestion will be considered and would value your comments on this subject.
Yours faithfully, _ J\'k] '
. Saegpll WPL'._J.."
-
Doreen Humphrey C-._.-f-'j \_/
Secretary to
The Parochial Church Council of the Church of 5t. John the Baptist, Hatch Beauchamp, TA3.

{email ) dandmike31@gmail.com

41, Home Crchard,

Hatch Beauchamp,TA3GTG.
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Somerset County Council

WWW.SOMERSET.GOV.UK
David Hall
Cabinet Member for Business, Inward Investment and Policy, Somerset County Council

John Williams
Leader Taunton Deane Borough Council

| J HEF'ELEI-
oo L COUNCIL
County Hall
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 4DY Tel: 01823 359025 11 July 2017
Email: dhalli@somerset.gov.uk

To Highways England
email:A358TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysengland.co.uk

M5 to Southfields Public Consultation on Proposed Option

Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council have worked
together to prepare responses to this non-statutory stage of consultation which we
understand will assist the Secretary of State in selecting a preferred route for the
scheme prior to entering the formal development consent process.

We are pleased that the Government is following through on commitments within the
Road Investment Strategy to upgrade all remaining sections of the A303 between the
M3 and the A358 to dual cariageway standard, together with creating a dual
carmageway link from M5 at Taunton o the A303, as part of a long-term commitment
to creating a new Expressway to the South West. The Government has also
committed to set aside funding for smaller-scale improvements to the A303/A30
section between Southfields and Honiton o improve safety and journey guality for
road users.

These investments are vitally important to the UK, South West and local economias
as demonstrated by our independent economic assessment, validated by OfT, which
demaonstrates that if designed appropriately, improving the whole A303/A30VA358
corridor would:

= create 21,400 jobs and deliver a £41.6bn boost to the economy through improved
productivity.

» deliver £21.2bn of taxation, welfare savings, disposable income and fourism
benefits

= create £1.9bn in transport benefits from reduced journey times and greater
resilience

« save 1807 fatal or serious casualties

= reduce carbon emissions by 9%

If these economic benefits are to be achieved it is vital that strong connectivity is
provided between the expressway and Key economic cenires such as Taunton in
order to improve journey times and reduce congestion. This is the only way that the
productivity benefits set out above can be fully realised.
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It is therefore crucial that Highways England develops the right scheme at this stage
in the process and focuses on maximising the long term economic benefit of the
investment rather than any short term cost restraints.

We have serious concerns about the consultation process undertaken and would
have preferred Highways England to have consulted on all the feasible options at this
stage in the process. The single opftion has posed unhelpful constraints on
communities wishing to express views about the scheme.

We are particularly concerned that Option 24/2B and its key feature of a link into the
existing M5 junction 25 has not been recommended as an option for consideration
when the high-level transport economic assessment presented would appear to
favour this scheme. More work needs to be undertaken and consulted on to
consider the implications of a link between the expressway and Junction 25 before a
preferred route is finalised.

The proposed option results in a roughly even split between traffic using the existing
A358 and traffic using the expressway, so the proposals need further developing to
ensure a greater proportion of traffic uses the new expressway to maximise the
benefit of the investment.

The proposed "Junction 253" has aftracted local community concermn. We support the
principle of a new junction on the M5 close to Taunton with both north and south
facing slip roads, but more work is needed on the design and impact of this junction
including local community engagement; and it may need fo be in a different location.

Qur detailed consultation responses are attached and comprehensively cover a wide
range of issues in relation to the proposals. As set out in the responses we would
welcome a greater degree of transparency and access to the full suite of technical
information underpinning your proposals as we go forward.

A more structured dialogue is also necessary if we are to avoid an adversarial
approach to the development consent process and we look forward to working with
you going forward.

Yours sincerely

oud lall

Clir David Hall
Deputy Leader of Somerset County Gouncil and Cabinet Member for
Business, Inward Investment and Policy

Clir John Williams
Leader Taunton Deane Borough Council
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A358 Taunton to Southfields Improvement.

Non-5tatutory Public Consultation Response on Route Option

Response by Somerset County Council. 22 June 2017.
Author: Mike O'Dowd-Jones. Strategic Commissioning Manager Highways and Transport.

1. Introduction

1.1.50merset County Council understands that Highways England is undertaking a non-statutory
consultation on a single route option for the A358 Taunton to Southfields dual carriageway
improvement in order to assist the Secretary of State in selecting a preferred route for the
scheme prior to entering the formal process of seeking consent to construct the scheme.

1.2.As a nationally significant infrastructure project, this scheme will be dealt with under the
Development Consent Order (DCO) process. The role of the Council within this process is
therefore as a statutory consultee.

1.3.The Council notes the information that has been provided in the material published for
consultation including the Technical Appraisal Report (TAR), and notes that the appraisal of the
scheme impacts and design proposals are still at a very early stage in the development process
including early stage indicative proposals for junctions and side roads.

1.4.The Council notes that only a single option has been put forward for consultation and would
have preferred Highways England to have consulted on all the feasible options at this stage in
the process. The single option has posed unhelpful constraints on communities wishing to
express views about the scheme. We note that the TAR contains details of four alternative
options that have been appraised and request that further consideration is given to some of the
design features of the alternative options which have gained strong community support during
this consultation rather than discounting them at this stage.

1.5. It will be necessary for further information to be made available to the Council in due course in
order for us to fully assess the local impacts and design of the preferred route proposal once
chosen. The Council understands that further consultation will take place prior to the DCO
process and expects to prepare a report on adeguacy of consultation, a local impact report and a
statement of common ground, as well as agreeing a process for agreement to detailed changes
to the highway network.

1.6.The Council notes that the TAR refers to a number of other technical reports that have been
used to inform Highways England’s proposals (e.g. Local Model Validation Report, Traffic
Forecasting Report and Land Use & Economic Development Report). These documents have not
been published as part of the consultation process. Highways England has however undertaken
to provide The Council with specific additional traffic data which we have requested in order to
assist us in undertaking our statutory role as local highway authority in understanding the
rationale for the proposals and likely impacts. Whilst this has not been provided in time to
inform this initial response, the additional data once received will enable us to start to form a
view on the robustness and adequacy of the assessments undertaken.

1.7.We wish to have access to the full suite of technical documentation at the earliest opportunity in
order to validate that the approach being taken by Highways England in assessing the impacts is
robust, particularly in how it identifies and mitigates any local impacts and models the effects of

1
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weekend and seasonal traffic. We wish to avoid an adversarial approach to the DCO process and

would therefore appreciate as much transparency as possible in the earlier stages of scheme
development.

1.8.The Council is working closely with Taunton Deane Borough Council (TDBC) as the respective
host highways and planning authorities for the scheme. The County Council notes that at this
stage in the process TDBC has submitted a separate response to the consultation and this refers
to a number of detailed planning matters. The County Council’s response at this stage is
therefore confined primarily to matters related to highways and transport, traffic, safety, flood
risk, engineering design, interfaces with the local road network and rights of way. As the two
authorities have worked together on their responses, the County Council's response includes
relevant extracts from TDBC's response on matters of landscape and visual impact, air quality
and emissions, archaeology and cultural heritage, biodiversity and ecology, noise and vibration.

1.9.The Council has for a number of years promoted the upgrading of the A358 as part of an end-to-
end improvement of the A303/A358/A30 corridor and wish to make clear to Highways England
that it is fully committed to the DCO process, and supports the principle of a dual carriageway
improvement between the M5 and Southfields. This support relies upon Highways England
making objective balanced judgements in relation to further more detailed information that will
be provided as the preferred route is finalised and progressed through the DCO and design
stages and as detailed impact assessments are made available.

1.10. The Council would welcome further dialogue to agree the scope of the technical work being
undertaken by Highways England in respect of the identification and validation of local impacts,
and arrangements for engagement in the process going forward, including the DCO process and
subsequent agreement/ sign-off of detailed designs for changes to the highway network. We
envisage setting out a schedule of the information that we feel will be necessary to enable us to
meet our obligations as statutory consultee and as the authority responsible for the local
highway network. Any commentary set out in this initial response should therefore not be
considered exhaustive and is made without prejudice to further information that we may
request or further observations we may have during the process going forward.

1.11. The DCO process places a significant additional burden upon the Council if we are to
undertake our statutory role in the process effectively. Highways England have confirmed that
there is no opportunity for the DCO project to provide financial resource to the Council to enable
us to undertake our statutory functions in respect of the scheme. Somerset and Wiltshire
Councils have therefore written jointly to Government to highlight the potential impact of this
approach on delivery of the overall A303/ A358 improvement programme and are seeking a
dialogue about effective resourcing going forward.

2. The need for a dual carriageway improvement

2.1.The Council stronghy supports the need for the A358 between Taunton and Southfields to be
upgraded to dual carriageway as part of an end-end whole route improvement of the
A303/A358 between the M3 and the M5 at Taunton. If designed appropriately, the
improvement will improve connectivity and access to the South West Region, improve the
resilience of the strategic road network and help to promote economic growth in the region.
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2.2. An economic impact study commissioned by the Council, published in February 2013" noted the
following key benefits of an end-end route improvement based on comprehensive business &
tourism surveys and transport economic assessment.

* 71,400 jobs

* £41.6bn boost to the economy (GVA)

« £1.9bn in transport benefits from reduced journey times

* |mprove transport resilience to cope with incidents and during flooding
o  Save over 1800 fatal or serious casualties over 60 years

* Reduce carbon emissions by 9%

2.3.The Council considers that complimentary improvements to the A303/A30 route between
liminster and Honiton play a vital role in delivering those wider economic benefits as part of the
whole route improvement.

2.4. A sectional economic analysis’ demonstrated that the Taunton to Southfields dualling provided
high value for money it its own right due to estimated journey time and safety improvements,
with the scheme reducing congestion and delay on thiz section including a reduction in
incidents.

2.5.The Council appreciates that the technical appraisal of the route has further developed since
2013, through feasibility studies undertaken by Department for Transport® and through
subseguent work by Highways England set out in the Technical Appraisal Report (TAR) issued as
part of this consultation. The feasibility study and TAR demonstrate that in principle the
proposed scheme if designed appropriately has the potential to meet its stated objectives and
will present medium to high value for money as an investment with significant wider economic
benefits providing further justification for the scheme.

2.6.It is the Council’s belief that it will be possible for an appropriately designed scheme to meet the
objectives of providing enhanced local connectivity to Taunton (with associated economic
growth benefits) as well as providing improved strategic connectivity between London and the
South West. One of our key objectives for the scheme is also to ensure traffic travelling through
Henlade is reduced to the greatest degree possible. We urge Highways England to develop a
preferred route which delivers on all these objectives.

2.7.The Council continues to strongly support the proposal to provide a dual carriageway
improvement between the M35 at Taunton and Southfields and urges the Government to ensure
sufficient funds are allocated to deliver the most effective scheme possible alongside the further
schemes required to improve the remaining sections of single carriageway to dual carriageway
as part of a whole-route improvement.

3. Route options

3.1.The Council has considered the four routes discussed in the TAR and the single option put
forward for consultation.

3.2.The Council notes Highways England’s broad conclusions at this stage that:

! A303 A358 A30 Corridor Im provement Programme Economic Impact Study, Parsons Brinkerhoff, Feb 2013
! A303 A358 A30 Corridor Sectional Economic Analysis, Parsons Brinkerhoff, Jan 2013,
3 A303, A358 and A30 Corridor Feasibility Summary Report, DFT, March 2015,

3
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* Each of the four routes would improve access times along the A358 corridor between the
A303 at llminster and the M5 at Taunton, and that none of the options would be more
complex to build or maintain than any of the others.

« Option 2A/2B attracts the most traffic to the new A358 (54,600 AADT), with most of this
traffic (73%) accessing the M5 and Taunton via the new link to junction 25. The other
options attract less traffic to the new A358 with little difference between the options.

* (Overall, the environmental and social assessment concluded variable results across the
different route options, but with Option 1 NFS performing substantially worse in its effect on
the landscape and biodiversity.

31.3.We note Highways England’s overall conclusions in selecting Option /8B + NFS as the single

option for consultation. Highways England considers that:

« The proposed route provides improved opportunities for future growth in housing and
employment leading to increased prosperity;

« The provision of an additional junction on the south side of Taunton would help relieve
pressure on Junction 25, reduce journey times and gueue lengths.

* Route resilience would be improved by providing alternative route opportunities between
the A37E and the M5.

* Reduced traffic through Henlade will improve air quality.

4. Highways and Transport Issues

4.1.The Council has engaged with Highways England at a strategic level in developing the proposals
but anticipates a number of matters in relation to finalisation of the preferred route will have to
be resolved im detail with Highways England if adversarial representation to the Planning
Inspectorate Examination is to be avoided following submission of the DCO application. Such
matters are likely to include:

*« Performance of the proposed route and in particular, measures to encourage traffic to use
the new route rather than the current A358 through Henlade.

* |mpact of the scheme on the local road network and agreement in relation to the technical
appraisal and validation of local impacts as well as matters of construction access and
construction vehicle routing.

* Design of local road elements of the scheme, including location of key junctions, alterations
of junctions and side roads as appropriate, provision of local access roads or an easily
identifiable east-west route made up of existing links and suitable for local and prohibited
traffic; and any required local impact mitigation.

*  Flood risk and surface water drainage.

* Rights of way and access, including segregated crossings.

« Transfer of assets between the Council and Highways England if necessary.

* Requirements for local Traffic Regulation Orders.

Performance of the proposed route.

4.2.The Technical Appraisal Report (TAR) compares the benefits of the four scheme options
considered by Highways England prior to choosing a single option for consultation. Table 0.1
(TAR page 10) is particularly important in appraising the relative performance of the route
options through a quantification of the transport benefits and dis-benefits of the options.

4.3.The chosen scheme [Option 8 + NF5) would appear, according to Table 0.1, to offer the lowest
transport benefits of the options considered including a safety dis-benefit. Further information
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has been requested in order to fully understand the performance of the proposed scheme
compared to other options considered in terms of network congestion, delay and safety.

4.4.Table 0.1 appears to conclude that Option 2A/2B has the greatest quantified transport benefits
particularly in terms of journey time and safety benefits. Whilst it is costed as being significantly
more expensive than the other options it is assessed as having the greatest value for money at
this early appraisal stage. This appears to indicate that option 24/2B performs much better than
Option 8 + MF5 in traffic and transport terms.

4.5.48n operational assessment of Junction 25 in the year 2038 (using Somerset County Council's
proposed Junction 25 improvement layout) has been carried out by Highways England for the
options both with and without a link between the proposed new road and Junction 25. This
chowed that with the junction improvement the junction would operate at around B5%
saturation in both the AM and PM peak periods either with or without a link between the new
road and Junction 25. (85% saturation in this type of model is the point at which the junction
still operates effectively but any further traffic load will start to cause congestion and delay).
This analysis would not appear to present a clear technical rationale for the choice of the
proposed route option in that it simply calculates that Junction 25 operates in a similar fashion
whatever the route choice.

4.6.The Council understands that this is a relatively early stage in the appraisal of the scheme and
that a more detailed assessment will be undertakem in due course, however a clear
understanding by all parties, of the technical rationale for the choice of route option will be vital
as the DCO progresses.

4.7.Whilst The Council's view is that further clarification and justification for choice of route is
reguired, and that there are a number of important issues which will require resolution as the
preferred route alignment and design is further developed, including the precise location of the
new M5 junction; it is clear from the TAR that the proposed option if designed appropriately
does have the potential to deliver the economic, transport and safety benefits that the Council is
seeking in promoting the need for the improvement.

4 8.Data provided by Highways England from the initial transport modelling concludes that the
proposed scheme is predicted to reduce annual average daily traffic on the existing A358 at
Henlade by 4,000 vehicles in 2038 when compared to current (2015) flows, and that taking
account of predicted traffic growth, the scheme results in 12,900 fewer vehicles travelling
though Henlade in 2038 than there would otherwise have bean. There are predicted to be a
similar number of vehicles using the new road and the ‘old road’ though Henlade (about 26,000
on each road) in 2038.

4.9_Although not specifically referenced in the TAR, Highways England have confirmed that the
‘Nexus 25 strategic employment site trip generation has been included in the traffic analysis and
therefore the scheme does appear to accommodate predicted traffic growth to 2038 and enable
the development of the Mexus 25 site whilst still delivering a reduction in traffic through Henlade
compared to current traffic volumes.

4.10. One of the Council’s key objectives as part of the wider ambition to create an improved
strategic route to Taunton and the South West is to reduce traffic travelling through Henlade to
the greatest degree possible. The Council’s view is that the current forecast traffic reductions
through Henlade can be improved upon and therefore requests Highways England to consider
including measures in the DCO which encourage traffic to use the new route rather than the
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current A358 through Henlade; including consideration of physical works on the existing A358 to
further reduce traffic using that route, and alterations to the A358 junction with the A378 to
encourage A378 traffic to use the new road.

4,11, The Council is particularly keen to understand why Option 2A/2B and its key feature of a link
into the existing M5 junction 25 has not been recommended as an option for consideration
when the high-level transport economic assessment presented would appear to favour this
option. The Council expects this to be a matter for further consideration prior to selection of the
preferred route and if necessary during the DCO process. The Council urges Highways England
to further assess and consult upon the potential benefits and implications of a link between the
proposed expressway and Junction 25 prior to selecting the preferred route and to consider
including it as part of the preferred route if the more detailed assessment demonstrates that
this would be beneficial in terms of economic growth, reducing congestion and improving safety,
accessibility, and value for money; rather than discounting it at this stage in the process.

4.12. Journey time data supplied by Highways England from initial traffic modelling calculates that
the new route will deliver the following changes to journey times in 2038 when compared to the
‘do-minimum’ scenario:

= Sputh Petherton to Morth of Taunton (Bishop's Lydeard): Reductions of 4 min (12%) and & min [15%)
in the AM and PM Peaks respectively.

*  Sputh Petherton to Morth of Bridgwater: Reductions of 8 min (17%) and 7 min (19%) in the AM and
PM Peaks respectively.

*  ‘Wincanton to Exeter: Increase of 2 min (3%) and 1 min {1%) in the AM and PM Peaks respectively
aleng the A303 and A30 due to congestion at Southfields junction.

4,13, The data provided appears to demonstrate that the proposed route provides emhanced
journey times to Taunton compared to the do-minimum scenario. The Council is extremely keen
to ensure that the proposed scheme provides strong connectivity between the new road and
Taunton as an economic growth hub. Particularly if a link into Junction 25 is not provided, the
precise location of the new M5 junction will be key to ensuring that the new route provides
improved journey times to Taunton and supports the economic growth of the area. In
confirming a precise location for the new junction, the scheme development process and DCO
process will need to consider an appropriate balance between achieving an attractive journey
time into Taunton and any impact of the new junction on local communities. In simple terms
moving the junction further south is likely to reduce any potential impacts on local communities
but also reduce the effectiveness of the route in providing attractive journey times into Taunton,
50 getting this balance right will be am important matter for the DCO process.

4.14. The Council is concerned that the proposal appears to increase journey times to Exeter via
the A303,/430 due to forecast congestion at Southfields junction. The wider economic benefits
of the investment in the corridor rely on improved journey times on both the A358 and the
A303/A30, and whilst this apparent negative effect of the proposed A358 scheme should be
removed once the South Petherton to Southfields section of the whole-route improvement is in
place, the DCO for the A358 scheme should include interim measures to ensure there is no
detriment to journey times to Exeter via the A303/A30.

Construction management.

4.15. The impact of scheme construction and movement of materials is not set out in the
consultation documents at this stage and The Council anticipates that a detailed construction
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traffic management plan will need to be agreed as part of the DCO process, explaining how
construction impacts, in particular movement of materials will be minimised and mitigated.
Construction traffic should not be routed along inappropriate narrow or residential roads. There
could be considerable impact on the local highway network and in such circumstances the
Council will seek to protect its roads under the legal provisions available.

Junctions and side roads.

4.16. The Council notes in the TAR that all junctions (with the exception of the link to the A303 at
the eastern end of the scheme) are currently designed to fully grade separated standards and
that this approach will be reviewed as relevant design parameters become available.

4.17. The single consultation option 8/8B + NF5 proposes four junction locations:

¢ Junction ‘A" A new two-bridge roundabout which forms a new all-movements M5 junction
with the new A358 ‘expressway’ located approximately 3.5km south of M5 Junction 25.
Highways England have verbally confirmed that the proposed junction does not link with the
local road network at this location.

¢ Junction ‘B An all movements grade separated junction at West Hatch Lane to enable
interchange with the existing A358 and A378. This junction could also serve adjacent
communities such as West Hatch and Hatch Beauchamp.

* Junction ‘C': A grade separated junction at Ashill to provide access to communities near
Ashill and Ilton.

e Junction ‘D': An at-grade connection to the Southfields Roundabout with the A303, with
possible local improvements reguired at that junction. We understand the intention is to
provide a grade separated junction or other free-flow connection to the A303 as part of a
future South Petherton to Southfields improvement.

418, The TAR notes the proposed size and layout of these junctions will be determined during
further design development and will be based upon predicted traffic volumes and relevant
design standards.

4.19. The proposed ‘Junction &’ has attracted local community concern largely due to its proximity
to residential development and due to Highways England’s consultation material referring to the
junction supporting major development opportunities in the area south of Taunton.

4.20. The Council supports the principle of a new junction on the M5 close to Taunton with both
north and south facing slip roads, rather than a junction which only provides south facing slips;
subject to a more thorough assessment to identify an optimum location balancing effective
performance and local impacts.

4.21. The Council understands that Highways England do not propose any connection between
the new “Junction A" and the local road network as part of the scheme. It is The Council’s view
that it would not be appropriate for a connection to be created between the new ‘Junction A’
and the existing local highway network without provision of appropriate road infrastructure
running between the new junction and destinations in the town. This view is on the grounds of
the adverse highway safety, congestion and local environmental impacts that would be likely to
arise due to the existing local network not being of suitable standard to carry additional strategic
traffic.
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4.22.  Further dialogue with The Council will be required as part of the process of finalising the
preferred route in order to ensure that that the impact of the proposed scheme and associated
junction strategy on local traffic movement, safety and accessibility are fully gquantified by
Highways England, and understood by all parties, induding local communities, with any
necessary mitigations agreed.

4.23.  Early sight of the proposed layout of Junction A would be helpful to enable all parties to fully
understand the implications and potential impacts (particularly wisual impacts and noise
impacts) of a new junction at this location; and to darify how existing local network connectivity
over the M5 [currently via a bridge at Killams Lane) will be maintained. It is anticipated that the
precise location of this junction on the M5 has a degree of flexibility at this ‘outline” stage and
urges Highways England to confirm that the location will be established through further dialogue
prior to [and if necessary as part of) the DCD process taking into account further technical design
work, further appraisal of potential impacts and community views.

4.24. The proposed junction strategy for “Section 2’ significantly reduces opportunities for local
traffic to access the A358 compared to the current provision, and this will inevitably increase the
valume of local traffic travelling along less-suitable local roads to reach an access point onto the
new road; which may have significant envirenmental impact on cammunities along those routes.
Careful consideration will be needed to avoid the scheme leading to additional traffic using
unsuitable minor roads such as West Hatch Lane where particular community concerns have
been raised.

4.25. The TAR dentifies that the proposal for “Section 2" to upgrade the existing A358 alignment
to ‘expressway’ with no parallel local access road provision limits opportunities for east-west
mavements by local traffic; and that this may encourage "junction hopping' by local traffic
between any proposed junctions. The TAR notes this could have adverse safety implications due
to excessive merging/weaving on the mainline, or else use of inappropriate local roads, many of
which are of relatively low standard. The TAR notes that HE should consider providing a Local
Access Road or an easily identifiable east-west route made up of existing links and suitable for
local and prohibited traffic. The Council supports this suggestion should the proposal for ‘Section
2" be taken forward, and also requests that the need for further connections between the new
road and the local network along “Section 2' are considered in the light of a more detailed
assessment of the impacts on the local road network and appropriate mitigation.

4.26. The proposals appear ambiguous about requirements for Non-Motorised User [NMU)
provision at this stage, as NMU's may be banned from expressways and an objective for the
scheme is to be expressway compatible. The scheme will need to ensure appropriate long-term
provision for NMU movement i made particularly as the proposed “Section 2° of the
improvements does not leave a local read in place for east-west movernent.

4.27. The TAR notes that structures (primarily overbridges), will be required to carry side roads
across the proposed new road and maintain local road connectivity. The exact location of any
junctions connecting the scheme with the local road network and of any
overbridges/underbridges connecting local roads to be provided along the scheme length are
unknown at this stage. Engagement with The Council will be essential in order that safe and
appropriate layouts and designs are agreed for any elements of the scheme interfacing with or
impacting on the local road network. This includes junctions, overbridges and underpasses,
changes to alipnment of side roads or any other elements of the scheme. The TAR includes an
initial safety review of the outline proposals and The Council notes that initial safety concerns
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have been recorded for a number of in princple design issues. Engagement with The Council
will be necessary to ensure that safe and appropriate design solutions are agreed.

Floed Risk and Drainage

4.28. Detailed proposals for drainage and flood risk management are not set out in the
consultation documents and the Council will require further information on those matters in
order to agree that any temporary proposals and permanent solutions have adequately
considered all flood risk and drainage considerations, induding how the drainage system will
function once it is constructed. It will be imperative to ensure that this scheme does not increase
the flood risk in other areas.

Public Rights of Way

4.29. The TAR identifies that many Public Rights of Ways (PRowWs), undesignated paths and cycle
routes are situated within the vicinity of all scheme options, a number of which have been
severed by the construction of the existing A358, A303 and M5 roads. The TAR notes that
crossings suitable for non- motorised users (NMU) are not commaon features in the area.

4.30. The TAR notes that there are 77 footpaths, 2 Sustrans cycle routes, 10 bridleways; and 2
long distance paths within 200m of the proposed option. Reference to the Neroche Herepath
and the East-Deane Way appears to have been omitted and as these are important promoted
routes regionally [particularly with the Herepath being a multi-user path), potential impacts on
these routes should be given specific consideration.

4.31. The TAR notes that Non-Motorised User [NMU) surveys were undertaken in September 2016
but these have not been made available to The Council, and the TAR also contains narrative
which indicates that outcomes from NMU surveys have yet to influence the design proposals.

4.32. Several footpaths and bridleways intersect the new highway alignment. All the proposed
options would require the severance of several of these PRoWs. The TAR notes that these
severed PRowWs would likely be replaced in the form of footbridges or underpasses, if deemed
necessary following the completion of NMU surveys. It is unclear from the option design how
these will be catered for in the new dual-carriageway design, and it should be noted that
equestrian needs should be catered for in any new bridges or underpasses.

4.33. Itis noted that the Council’s adopted "Rights of way improvement plan 2° is missing from the
policy summary within the technical appraizal report and this contains several action and policy
statements which are relevant to the scheme, particularly Action 1.4 and policy statements 3.1,
3.2 and 3.10.

4.34. Mitigation for severed Prows will be necessary and this will either be in the form of
diversion to the closest over/underbridge or the provision of a purpose built crossing for NMUs.
Engagement with the Council will be essential in order that appropriate off-road space for NMUs
is provided, appropriate parapet heights are provided particularly for equestrians, and
appropriate diversion alignments are agreed. Where the mitigation is provision of a dedicated
MMU over/underbridge then every consideration should be given to providing access for all
MMUs, and looking at what local improvements could be made either in physical or legal status
to improve the situation for NMUs.
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435  Any NMU studies should not be taken as a reflection of lack of demand. The current flows
on the A35E are likely to be a deterrent for many MMUS in using the current path network.

4.3b6. The TAR notes that with a new offline highway proposed the existing A358 will become an
important route for local access — including for NMUs - particularly if certain wehicle types are
banned from using the new highway. Reduced traffic levels on the existing A358 may encourage
increased vehicle speeds. NMUs will not be adequately catered for as there is currently very
limited infrastructure specifically for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians. The Council expects
this issue and associate mitigation to be given further consideration prior to and if necessary as
part of the DCO.

4.37. It is highly recommended that detailed discussion takes place with local user group
representatives to ensure that any routes believed to carry public rights, or higher rights than
are already recorded, are captured and considered as part of proposal development. We
understand that Somerset Local Access Forum has not had a specific consultation letter for
either of the A303 schemes currently being promoted in Somerset and please note that this is an
important forum to engage with going forward.

Transfer of assets between the Council and Highways England

4.38. The single option being consulted upon appears to require incorparation of parts of the local
highway network into Highways England’s Strategic Road Network as part of the DCO process;
particularly parts of the existing A358 which form Section 2° of the proposed scheme. The
Parties must ensure that responsibility for each section of road is discussed within the DCO
process so there is clarity over what transfers to Highways England and what remains the
responsibility of the local highway authority.

Requirements for local Traffic Regulation Orders.

4.39, The Council will need to be assured, before the DCO application is made, that all identified
necessary TROs are included in the process, in particular that it is not left for the Council to
address TROs necessary to regulate traffic on the existing county road network before, during or
after construction.

5. Environmental and Social Impacts
Overview

51.The Coundl notes that initial environmental and social impact assessments have been
undertaken and that consultation has started with the statutory environmental bodies. The
Council notes that the options have varying levels of impact on MNoise, Air Quality and
Greenhouse Gases, Landscape, Archaeology, Listed Buildings, Historic Environment, Biodiversity,
Water Environment, Physical Activity, Journey Quality and Severance.

5.2.At this stage in the process The Council refers Highways England to Taunton Deane Borowgh
Council’s consultation response in respect of matters of landscape and visual impact, air guality
and emissions, archaeology and cultural heritage, biodiversity and ecology, noise and vibration
as follows:

5.3.Relevant extracts from TDBC's response on environmental matters supported by the Council:

Landscape and Visual (from TDBC)
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5.4.The report acknowledges that there iz a significant wealth of assets with designated
environmental status near the four routes including landscape, ecological and historical features

5.5.1t is assumed that a landscape and Visual impact assessment [LVIA) has been carried out to
assess the landscape impact of the wvarious routes but there is no reference to such an
assessment. It would be useful to see a map showing the zone of theoretical visibility and a map
showing the various viewpoints used for assessing each route. It is unclear how conclusions on
landscape impact have been made

5.6.The preferred scheme area passes through four identified National landscape character regions
within the districts of Taunton Deane and South Somerset [Mational Character Areas {NCA): 143
Mid Somerset Hills, 140 Yeowil Scarplands, 147 Blackdowns and 146 Vale of Taunton and
Cuantock Ridges

5.7 However no mention is made to local landscape character areas. In Taunton Deane these are la
Farmed and Settled Low vale-Vale of taunton Deane 4a Farmed and Wooded Lias vale -Fivehead
Vale and part of 5a Sandstone ridge —Morth Curry.

5.8.The route passes very close to the nationally protected landscape, the Blackdown hills Area of
Outstanding Matural Beauty (AONE) the boundary of which is which usefully shown on the
constraints map.

5.9.There is reference to the two long distance footpaths (East Deane way and Neroche Herepath)
that will be affected by the preferred road route but these recreation routes are not shown on
plan. The report acknowledges the importance of Stoke Hill as a prominent landscape feature in
the area but fails to mention Thorn Clump SLF. (Special landscape Feature).

5.10.  Although there is no spedfic landscape legislation, reference and consideration should be
made and given to the European landscape Convention which the UK signed up to in 2006. It is
considered that the National parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 should also be taken
into account. When listing local relevant policies in Taunton Deane district, CPE policy which
states that the council will conserve and enhance the natural and historic environment should
also be considered. There is no mention in the report of the councils” green wedge at Vivary and
Cotlake Hill or the Spedal landscape feature [SLF) of Thorn clump at Henlade

5.11. Al four proposed route options would traverse the agricultural landscape between Taunton
in the west and llminster in the east.

5.12. One of the options {1/1B+NFS) within the TAR which is the furthest away from the existing
A35E corridor being within an otherwise agricultural and tranguil environment would lead to a
more notable change than those routes near the existing A358 corridor. This option would also
be set at the base of the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (A0MNB) which rise
to the south. Existing far reaching views of and from the AONB would be disrupted by the
presence of the new route. This route has great landscape and biodiversity impact.

513, On the lowland plain, the visibility of the Options /88 + NFS (the preferred route) and
Option 8/88 + Jct25 may be limited by intervening vegetation, but the schemes would still be
visible from the adjacent Blackdown Hills AONBE. The provision of junctions at West Hatch and
Ashill would increase the level of disturbance, as would the upgrading of part of the existing
A358 and the construction of the new link over the lowland plain connecting to the motorway.

11
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This route also encroaches slightly on the lower slopes of Stoke Hill possibly resulting in cutting
into the hillside, and would also result in the destruction of some woodland at Huish woods.

5.14. The preferred route B-BB+NF5 would also be visible from local visual receptors along the
A358 and from the proposed housing extension in the Killams area of Taunton.

5.15 Option 2428 would have the less landscape impact being in the most part either passing in
close proximity to the existing A358, however this option would be visible from local visual
receptors such as residential properties close to the route.

Air Quality and Emissions [frem TDBC)

5.16. The TAR states that “The air guality appraisal has been undertaken in accordance with
Transport Appraisal Guidance (TAG) unit A3 chapter 3. Net present values (NPV) have been
calculated for both local and regional changes in air quality.”

5.17. The report states that “All options show local improvements in ambient air guality due to
reduced congestion on the affected road network. This is balanced against predicted regional
increases in emissions due to overall traffic growth. For Option 24/2B, the regional increases
outweigh the local improvements, resulting in a small dis-benefit for this option with small
benefits for the other options. All options have the potential to decrease noise in local
residential areas, apart from option 8 NF5 which has the potential to increase noise in local
residential areas. These are represented by benefits in the guantitative appraisal, except for
option 8 NFS which shows a dis-benefit”.

5.18.  Itis not possible to comment on the accuracy of the figures or assumptions made during the
assessments as there is no data provided with the report. There are no details of existing and
potential air quality, noise levels or traffic levels.

5.19. The TAG document that is referred to in the Report outlines how the assessment compares
the existing noise/air guality to the levels that could be expected with a proposed new road. It is
based on predictions of traffic levels and a number of other assumptions. There is also no
discussion or comment on the results, what factors may affect the air quality or noise levels or
any mitigation that could be used.

5.20. There is an Air Quality Management Area [AOMA) on the A358 in Henlade which was
declared due to high levels of nitrogen dioxide. This is due to the high levels of road traffic and
the residential buildings being close to the road. It is likely that a road by-passing Henlade would
reduce traffic and also the levels of pollutants on the existing A358. The Report does not include
details of the changes in traffic levels on the existing A358 in Henlade due to each proposal,
however, there is an estimate of the traffic levels on the new stretch of the A358 to the east of
the existing A358.

+  Option 1+ NFS (31,700 2 way flow in 2038),

& Option 8/88 + Junction 25 (45,900 2 way flow in 2038)

&  Option B/BB + NF5 (26,000 2 way flow in 2038).

*  Option 24/28 scheme attracts the most traffic to the new A358 (54,600 2 way flow
in 2038), with the majority of this traffic (73%) accessing the M5 and Taunton via the
rew link to Junction 25, the remainder (27%) using the new free flow slip roads with
thie M5 to travel south on the M5,

5.21. Option2Af2B has the highest flow of traffic on the new stretch of A358 and so this would
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indicate that it would result in the lowest levels of traffic on the existing A358 through Henlade.
This is backed up by the statement that 73% of the traffic would be using the link to Junction 25
to access Taunton and the M5 north, and so for the other options without the link to Junction 25
a lot of this traffic would be using the existing A358.

5.22. Without any calculation or explanation of the results it can only be assumed that any
improvements due to reduction of traffic on the A358 in Henlade are outweighed by increases in
air pollution at other properties. It may be that Option 2A/2B passes closer to houses than the
other three options which pass through more rural areas. Even so, it would be surprising if the
new road was closer to houses than the existing A358 in Henlade.

5.23. The Council has been producing Action Plans with the aim to improve air quality in the
AOMAs, however, as the pollution is due to road traffic on a main road the Coundil it very limited
in what it can do. It is likely that the only way to meet air guality standards at Henlade is to
provide a by-pass to remove most of the traffic from the road.

5.24. Therefore, further detail should be provided on how a proposal that removes the most
traffic from the built up area of the A358 at Henlade leads to a dis-benefit in overall air guality.

5.25. Insummary, there is not enough information on air quality or noise in the Appraisal Report
to allow a full comment or view on these issues. The report does not provide detail or an
explanation of how each route may affect certain areas, there is no explanation as to why the
options that result in dis-benefit to noise and to air guality are different, when both are based
on traffic flows. There is no explanation as to how the option that removes the most traffic from
the A358 through Henlade results in a dis-benefit for air quality. The new road should have a
guiet road surface and appropriate mitigation.

Air Quality (Additional SCC comment)

5.26. The TAR notes that recent TDBC air quality reports (2011) do not report any exceedances of
the annual mean nitrogen dioxide [(NO2) objective in 2010 at Henlade. Somerset County Council
understands that more recent data does show exceedances in 2016 so we request that HE uses
the latest data as a basis for decision making.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage (from TDBC)

5.27. Poundisford Park Pale Scheduled Monument and Poundisford Park Grade |l Registered Park
and Garden are located within 300m of Option 1 + NF5. There is a Cross in St. Aldhelm and 5t.
Eadburga churchyard Scheduled Monument within 1km of Options 24/28, 8 + NFS and 8 + Jct25.

5.28. There are many listed buildings within the 1km of all four scheme options, consisting of
Grade |, Grade Il and Grade II* listed buildings; and many records of archaeological events and
finds within 1km of the proposed options, many of which run along the existing A358.

5.29. The heritage section of the consultation document is poor and while it mentions
archaealogy, the impact on historic buildings and heritage assets is not considered in any detail.
Historic England has now produced its replacement for the PPS5 Practice Guidance. Historic
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Mote 3 “The Setting of Heritage Assets’ needs to
be specifically referred to as well as the considerations set out in the NPS and NPPF. Highways
England need to produce a Statement of Historic Significance.
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Bio Diversity and Ecology (from TDBC)

530, The report acknowledges that there iz a significant wealth of assets with designated
environmental status near all four routes and shows these on the constraints map. A smaller
scale map showing the location of the 3ACS (Hestercombe, Bracket's Coppice, Exmoor and
Quantock Oakwoods and Beer Quarry and caves (all designated for bat populations) would be
useful.

531 It appears that , Option 1/1B + NF5 was ruled out as it was anticipated to have a Large
Adverse effect on the protected site Thurlbear Wood and Quarrylands Site of Spedal Scientific
Interest (5551} and designated ancient woodland located 100m east and downstream of the
opticn centreline.

5.32. The proposed works for all options would impact on habitats potentially resulting in
permanent loss of habitats of high to medium conservation value. The report states that the
habitats have been surveyed but due to the large area covered by the route there is no plan
showing all habitat types listed within the Somerset LBAP and Taunton Deane LBAP, including
hedgerows and standing water.

5.33. |Itis not clear at this stage what the impacts may be. These impacts may include, but are not
limited to habitat removal and fragmentation, disturbance, air pollution, noise and vibration,
which will adversely reduce the integrity of the protected sites.

5.34. The report states that protected, including European protected species will be affected by
the new road but does not discuss any detail. Full field surveys are reguired to assess the impact
the preferred route would have on protected sites and protected spedies. It is understood that
these surveys are currently taking place.

5.35. The report lists all legislation relevant to biodiversity on p45. However it is considered that
the MNational parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 should also be listed. When listing
local relevant policies in Taunton Deane district OP8 should also be listed.

536, The preferred route Option 8/8B + NFS mainly tries to avoid the protected sites but it is
considered it comes too close to the mapped ancient woodland leaving no buffer. At Huish
woods near Azhe farm it appears as though the woodland will be directly impacted upon. There
will also be a moderate effect on South Taunton Streams Local Mature Reserve [LNR) near
Killlams in Taunton. We know from our species occurrence mapping that dormice are likely to be
a particular issue at Killams and on the lower slopes of Stoke hill near Arundells farm.

Bio Diversity and Ecology [additional issues raised by SCC)

5.37. Dualling the A358 is likely to have the effect of an increase in habitat fragmentation.
Individual species and species groups are mentioned and we reguest that this effect is fully
assessed and mitigated in the design of the new road using proven technigques. This should be
integral to the design process of the overall proposal and not considered as an afterthought as
happens on many occasions.

5.38. Mo mention is made of Somerset’s Ecological Metwork which has been modelled by
somerset Wildlife Trust with support from Somerset County Council and Forest Research (part of
Defra). There is a page about it on the County’s website. If not already aware the consultants
dealing with this aspect should include an assessment and mitigation to maintain the network.
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See http:/fwww somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/policies/ecological-networks/
Moise and Vibration (from TDBC)

5.39. The TAR states that “The noise appraisal has been undertaken in accordance with TAG unit
A3 chapter 2. Net present values (NPV) have been calculated for changes in noise, amenity and
several specific health issues. To derive the NPVs, calculated values for each house within the
respective option study areas required independent entries in the WebTAG Noise Worksheets
for ‘with’ and “without’ scherme in both opening and design years”.

540,  As with air gquality the assessment finds a benefit with three of the proposals, but a dis-
benefit with ane of them, in this case Option 8+ NFS, Again, there is no supporting infarmation
or comment on these figures. The calculations would be based on changes in traffic flows and
how noise levels will change at properties with the proposed roads.

541. For both noise and air guality there is no information on which areas will be adversely
affected by noise and which will benefit. Also, as both are a result of changes in road traffic,
there is no comment on why one option results in a disbenefit for noise whereas a different
option gives a disbenefit for air quality.

542, All of the proposals will result in an increase in traffic on the A358 due to traffic diverting to
the new road from the A303/A30 over the Blackdown Hills. However, there is no information in
the report on the potential increase in road traffic levels.

543. Any new road should be built using a quiet road surface, as reducing noise at source is
normally more effective than trying to deal with noise after it has been generated. Noise
mitigation such as barriers should be used where needed.

544,  Insummary, there is not enough information on air quality or noise in the Appraisal Report
to allow a full comment or view on these issues. The report does not provide detail or an
explanation of how each route may affect certain areas, there is no explanation as to why the
options that result in dis-benefit to noise and to air quality are different, when both are based
on traffic flows. There is no explanation as to how the option that removes the most traffic from
the A358 through Henlade results in a dis-benefit for air quality. The new road should have a
guiet road surface and appropriate mitigation.

6. Consultation and Engagement
6.1.Continued engagement with the affected communities, landowners, the Councils,
environmental bodies and the South West Heritage Trust will be essential as Highways England

develop their plans up to DCO to ensure potential community and environmental impacts of the
preferred route are identified and mitigated.

END
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Stoke St Mary Parish Council

Introduction:
The consultation period for this road scheme began on 28 March 2017 and will close
on 16 July 2017.

The parish of Stoke St. Mary will be the parish most affected by a proposed six
kilometre, dual camageway, which will run from one end of the parish at Ashe Farm
to the other near to Taunton Racecourse.

We submit that this consultation is flawed and should be halted and recommenced
with other scheme options and a substantial increase in technical detail made
available, o enable a meaningful consultation to take place. Letters of objection to
the form of this consuitation were sent to the Secretary of State for Transport and to
the C.E.Q. of Highways England Ltd. (HE) dated 17 June 2017. At the fime of writing
those lettars remain unanswered.

The Current Proposal:
There are many issues emanating from the current Highways England Ltd proposals
and we wil deal with them as individual tems as listed in HE Technical Appraisal

Report (TAR), Section 2.1. RIS Objeclives.

Making the netwaork safer:

Improving user satisfaction:

Supporing the smooth flow of traffic

Encouraging economic growth

Delivering better envirenmental outcomes

Helping cydists, walkers and other vulnerable users of the network
Achieving real efficiency

® & & & & & @

Firstly we contend that HE have achieved none of its strategy objectives:

Safahs

According fo the TAR supplied by HE, the proposed route actually increases
accident costs. In the present climate this is totally unacceptable, particularly when all
other options improve safety. This does not achieve HE's mandate for safer roads.
Safely is paramount and must not be compromised.

User Satisfaction:

We have grave concems thal the traffic information supplied with the TAR is out of
date and therefore inaccurate, We were also astounded to learn that summer holiday
traffic had not bean monitored and the proposed road scheme was being forwarded
without this information being available. 1t is impossible to assess the efficacy of the
proposed solution without a full understanding of traffic flow at peak and non-peak
times,

fi i

The proposed route does nothing to alleviate the current traffic issues through the
village of Henlade a village which is in desperale need to be by-passed. Air quality
slong parts of this route are some of the worst in the whole of Taunton Deane.

HE's own figures produced in the TAR predict a minimal reduction in traffic through
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Henlade and onto junction 25.

Due to the nature of the current road system in this part of Somerset there is great
concem about the connectivity between outlying communities. The cument road
struciure, away from the A358 is generally single track with passing places and
unsuitable for heavy vehicles. There is great concern that larger vehicles; ail delivery,
feed delivery, milk collections and the like will be adversely affected by the imited
access to these small communities. Any peak time hold ups, road closures,
accidents or road works would cause many of these minor roads to become “rat
runs” for traffic seeking altemative routes. The minor roads affected by traffic seeking
an alternative route will impact on the communities of West Hatch, Bickenhall,
Stough Green, Stoke St. Mary, Meare Green, Thornfalcon, Creech St Michael and
Ruishtorn.

Y

Economic Growth:

The proposed link to the new Junction on the M5 motorway, Junction 254, effectively
creates a Taunton by-pass. Therefors there is no discermnable, sustainable economic
development brought to the area, as this is a closed junction. Meither is there a link to
the proposed new upgraded infrastructure at junction 25 or o the proposed business
park, “Mexus 25" Avoiding linking to these two developments adversely impacts
economic growth.

*Mowhere within the TAR do HE make the claim that this proposed route is good
value for money. In fact the TAR shows this current route to offer the worst benefit to
cost ratio. This does not represent taxpayers' money being spent wisely.

The proposed route will un along a contour of one of Taunton's most iconic features,
Stoke Hill, leaving a scar across the countryside, which will be visible for miles. This
is tantamount to anvironmental vandalism and faile HE's own test of environmental
outcomes.

Two ancient woodlands will be impacted by the cument proposal Huish Woods a
world famous Scout Association camp silte and Henlade / Stoke Hill Weoods an
outstanding landmark to the south east of Taunton.

We would aiso wish o have noted that this proposed road scheme runs through
many hectares of productive, industrial farmland, which has sustained farming in the
area for generations. If this proposal is enacted it may seriously affect the viability of
those farms, most crlically when farms are severed by the new road.

Concemn has been raised on several occasions regarding flooding. Stoke Hill for
instance is, in the main, made from lias clay. Lias clay has an absorplion capacily,
which allows rainwater to be absorbed and let out gradually. If a substantial amount
of land is taken away from Stoke Hill no flood alleviation scheme could refiably
attenuate the excess water and prevent Lower Henlade and Greenway Lane,
marked flood areas, from bacoming further inundated.

We also have considerable concerns that the new road scheme will bring new noise,
ight and air pollution along s route. Additionally, there will inevitably be property
affected by vibration from heavy goods vehicles,

O Oa

b2 B [ Nerac B IS8rs =
general mention in the TAR there is no =u

BL=L% cdmill

hstn information

Report on Public Consultation Page 151



A358 Taunton to Southfields

contained therein,

Achieving real efficiency:
Without up to date traffic data and the monitoring of holiday traffic we cannot see that
there is any verification that the proposed scheme would improve “efficiency”.

Again there s no evidence within the TﬁH.nt maintenance.

In Conclusion;

The TAR supplied by HE contains many inslances of either insufficient or incorrect
data that has not been updated recently. The party consulling should supply
accurate and proven dafa to aliow affected parties to consider the facts and not to
guess at the meaning of inaccurate data.

As consultees we wish to express our sincere dissatisfaction with the presentation of
this initial consuliation. We have attended several presantation events and all recent
parnsh meetings at which we found Highways England and Mott MacDonald staff
presenting the proposal fell well short of any reasonable expectations. We found
them to be generally poory informed, disingenuous on several issues and
obstructive in releasing information when purporing to be running & “transparent”
consuliation.

Finaly, we submit that this consultation was il-prepared and lacked significant
necessary detail that made it impossible for us o make valued judgements on many
issues that we feel are important to cur community. We invite you to abandon this
current consultation and re-run the exercise with route oplions, accurate and up to
date information and a frank and open discourse regarding the future of this beautiful
comer of our county.

St. Mary Parish Council — 13 July 2017

Gemma Coombes - Parish Clerk

APPENDICES

1. Letter to Secretary of State for Transport, Rt. Hon. Chris Grayling M.P.
2. Letter to Jim O'Donnell C.E.Q. Highways England Lid

3. Presentation slides by Rob Hossell
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Taunton Area Cycling Campaign

Objection to A358 Expressway proposal

Taunton Area Cycling Campaign was formed in October 2017 and has a
growing membership, currently standing at around 150 people. We object to
the single consultation option put forward by Highways England for the

following reasons:
1. The highway strategy upon which the proposal is based, is flawed.

* The planned capacity of this new road is vastly greater than even the
projected demand. For the option on which you are consulting the
forecast 2 way flow in 2038 is 26,000, well below the 32,000 theoretical
capacity for a single carriageway road., showing that a dual carriageway
with 64,000 capacity would be a vast over provision

*+ The extra traffic it would induce in the Taunton catchment area would
place significant extra traffic on the Taunton network, including on the
current A358 through Henlade, to the detriment of non-motorised users,

such as cyclists. See references 1 a and b below.

* While we recognise the strategic desire for a second
motorway/expressway link to the south west peninsula, none of the
A358 options provides the desired network reliability to the south west,
as the M5 between Taunton and the A30/A38 west of Exeter would be
the single motorway route to the peninsula.

* |n the event of an incident on the M5 west of Taunton leading to the
closure of one or both carriageways, the impact on local roads would be
hugely detrimental, not least to cyclists. Incidents are fairly

commonplace.

2. The scheme will worsen existing conditions for people walking and cycling by
increasing traffic on the wider road network, with increased danger, noise and
air pollution, without providing any significant traffic relief to Henlade, and
thus better conditions for current, and importantly potential, walkers and
cyclists. It will sever the networks of lanes and paths to the south of Taunton,

Report on Public Consultation Page 153



A358 Taunton to Southfields

reducing the opportunities for active travel and leisure and destroying access
routes into the countryside. Although the consultation refers to a 'closed
junction', your technical report refers to a junction option with spur roads,
which would be highly destructive. There are even doubts as to whether this

can be fitted into the space available.

3. The existing scheme cost of £380m and Benefit Cost Ratio of less than 2 is
unacceptable. It is the option with the worst benefit-cost ratio of those
included in the technical report. 1t is probable that costs will rise significantly.
The National Audit Office has recently reported that the roads programme is
unaffordable (2). A quality cycling network could be constructed in Taunton at
a fraction of this cost, and would bring huge health and traffic function
benefits, with vastly better benefit-cost ratios than this scheme offers. The
proposal also appears to work in conflict with the current proposal to invest in
extra capacity at 125.

4. By stoking traffic growth, the scheme will undermine CO;z reduction targets.

5. Locally the scheme is hugely damaging, destroying a unigue and peaceful

area of countryside, blighting villages, hamlets and woodland areas.

6. We do not object to a more limited by-pass to Henlade, to relieve that
community of the burden of motor traffic currently passing through it. The
proposed scheme offers little relief to Henlade. A genuine Henlade bypass
connecting to J25 would offer much better value all round, as it would link with

the park and ride site for Taunton bound traffic.

7. We also recognise that the junctions and crossings of the current A358
between Henlade and Southfields are unsafe for all road users, and that grade
separated crossings, roundabouts etc could be implemented on the current
alignment to greatly improve safety and flow for all road users along and
across the A358. Retaining an improved single carriageway road with a
Henlade bypass to 125 would be vastly less costly, provide some increased
capacity in conjunction with the planned 125 roundabout improvements, but
not such as to induce large quantities of additional motor traffic to the

detriment of Taunton.
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8. Notwithstanding this objection, if the scheme does proceed, with the
current proposed route or other options, we would expect IAN155 to be
applied in full. The A358 is effectively unusable by cyclists at present, and
difficult to cross throughout the length between Southfields and Taunton
Gateway park and ride.

A cycletrack should be provided alongside the A358, also in accordance with
IAN 195. Improved pedestrian/cycling crossings are needed at the following
crossing points: Nags Head, Lipe Lane, West Hatch Lane, Bickenhill Lane
(offset), Lane to Hatch Green (offset).

Yours faithfully

lan Bright

For Taunton Area Cycling Campaign

1. Evidence that new Trunk Road induce additional traffic

2.54CTRA report for OfT 1554
http:fwebarchive.nationalarchives gov. uk)+/http: fwww. dft. gov.uk/per/economicsrdg/natazrchivedocstrun
kroadstraffic.pdf

b. "The End of the Road' -review of impacts of new roads by CPRE March 2017

fibe:/{/C: sers mikews/ Downloads/ TheZendZofftheZroad. pdf

2 Roads plan undeliverable — NAD

ROADS
Andrew Forster, Local Transport Today

31 March 2017

The OFT will have to cancel or delay the delivery of many roed schemes in the first Road Investrment Strategy
[RIS) because the programme is unaffordable, according to the National Awdit Office.
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The Government's first five year RIS, covering 2015/16-2019/20, allocated £11 4bn capital funding for the
delivery of enhancements (£7.7bn) and renewals {£3.7bn) on England’s trunk road and motorway network.
The figure was subsequently raised to £11 5bn.

The MAD describes the first RIS 25 “an important step towards better long-term planning” but says it was put
toagether in 3 hurry because ministers wanted it published before the 2015 General Election. The RIS was
compiled in just 17 months, compared to the 30 months involved in setting the five-year funding settlements
for the railways [the MAD does not mention the huge problems that have hit Network Rail's current
enhancemant programime, with cost overruns and project delays).

The MAD says the OFT selected the road enhancement projects “without knowing enough about whether the
portfolic represented best value”. "It did not integrate plans for enhancement, renewal and maintenance
wiork, which could have szved money and reduced disruption for roed users.”

Of the 112 enhancement projects, 54 are scheduled to start in 2015/20, the final year of the RIS The NAD says
this will “cause significant disruption to the rozsd network, increase prices and put pressure on resources st
Highways England™.

The OFT is reviewing the plan. “The Department has not yet decided how it will change the delivery schadule
says the NAD. “5o far, Highways England has zlso developed options to bring forward the start dates of up to
ten projects and to push back the start dates of up to 15 projects into the first years of road period 2.

“The Department and Highways England currently expect that this will mot significantly delay delivery of the
expected bensfits to road users.”

Highways Enzland [HE) has identified 16 of the 112 enhancement projects as being at risk of not delivering
value for money. The HE and OFT are exploring aptions for these schemes such as “revising project design,
merging projects on the same stretch of road, cancelling projects and delaying projects to enable further
assessment of benefits”.

The NAD says the Department “did not make it sufficiently clear when it announced the Rosd Investment
Strategy that the 112 enhancement projects could be subject to change or cancellation”.

“Because the majority of projects were at a very early stage of development, there was significant uncertainty
shout their affordability, deliverability and potential benefits relative to costs, with the potential to bring these
commitments into doubt

“By giving the impression that it had made a firm commitment to deliver the 112 projects, the Department
may find it more difficult to cancel, delay or modify them.™

The RIS was deliberately overprogrammed from the start to 3 value of £652m. By last September the
programme’s value exceeded the increzsed budget of £11 9bn budget by £241m.

hMoney for new scheme starts may be limited in RI52 {2020,/21-2024/25) because so many of the RIS1 schemes
will still be under construction. In all, road schemes from the first RI5 will require £8.2bn of expenditure in the
second RI5.

The NAD reports that Highweys England faces challenges in recruiting the specizlist resources needed to
contract for and manzsge enhancement projects.

“Highweays England plans to procure contracts for 57 major enhancement projects during 2017, compared with
six in 2016, but is currently 19% belows its target headcount for procurement and commercial specialists.

“Demand for these skills is high, so there iz a risk that Highways England will struggle to recruit sufficient
skilled =taff. Highways England has been filling gaps with consultants and interim staff, but these cost on
swerage three times more than permanent employees”
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Taunton Deane Borough Council
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LULGEAY M ECOUNCIL The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton TA1 1HE

Tel 01823 356555 Fax 01823 356329
email: clir.j.williams@tauntondeane.gov.uk

Our Ref: JRW/NP

Your Ref:
11 July 2017

Andrew Page-Dove
Highways England

Dear Mr Page-Dove
A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme

Flease find enclosed Taunton Deane Borough Councils formal response to Highways
England's non-statutory consultation on the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling
Scheme.

As you are aware, the Council is a strong and long-standing advocate of the strategic
improvements between the M3 and M3 providing resilience to South East / South West
journeys. Our in principle support of the upgrade to the A358 to an Expressway as part
of these wider improvements remains firmly in place.

That said, the non-statutory consultation is for a number of reasons very disappointing
and we question whether or net it accords with Government and Highways England
strategy, the single option promoted certainly does not accord with our local policies.

Cur community has with considerable justification raised concerns with the fact that
Highways England has only consulted on one option and the very limited material
presented to support that cne option. Your colleagues have said that “this is the only
option which Highways England is willing and able to deliver” when questioned during
recent meetings. You will see that our response highlights our concems in light of the
Planning Inspectorates guidance which highlights that “Although optional, developers
are encouraged to undertake initial consultation as soon as there is sufficient detail to
allow local communities a real opporfunity to influence the proposed development”,
The Council supports the view that the consultation could well be flawed.

The public rightly expect Highways England, Somerset County Council and Taunton
Deane Borough Council to not only work together but to collaborate on delivering
coordinated, efficient and effective schemes in the public interest. You are well aware
of the improvements planned to J25 being promoted by Somerset County Council and
our own proposals for a Strategic Employment Site, Nexus 25, Notwithstanding the
proposal set out in the non-statutory consultation, we urge you to re-engage with the
County Council and ourselves to ensure we deliver a joined up, sustainable and
sensible solution,

You will see that we have jointly written to you with Somerset County Council and that
our responses to the non-statutory consultation are largely compatible. We wish to
work with you on this vitally important project for our area and believe that as three
public bodies it is essential that the public have confidence in the solutions which we
are all seeking to deliver,

Visit our website www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
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Whilst we are committed to working collaboratively with you, it is right that we highlight
the need to discuss the provision of resources with you as part of our formal response
to the consultation. You will be aware that the Council will not receive any fee income
in relation to the proposal and resources directed towards responding to this project
will have to be redirected from other projects.

Highways England staff have been approached to see if resources could be made
available to the Council via a Planning Performance Agreement but thus far have
stated that they have no ability to enter into such an arrangement — we do not believe
that to be the case. Given the importance of the project to the Council and our
community it is in our view impaortant that the Council is able to properly shape the
proposal and to ensure that the residents and interests of the Council are properly
represented.

In our view there has clearly been a lack of coordination and governance applied to
our engagement with your team. Going forward we would welcome an early meeting
with you to discuss the following:

» Resources for the Council to properly and effectively participate;

» The establishment of a clear vision and set of jointly agreed objectives for the
project (between Highways England, the Heart of the South West Local
Enterprise Partnership, Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough
Council) which are based on a holistic review of Government, Highways
England and local Policy / Strategy, and

* A review and agreement of arrangements in relation to the governance of the
project going forwards.

Yours sincerely

Clir John Williams
Leader of the Council

e

Clir Roger Habgood
Portfolic Holder for Planning Policy and Transportation

Andrew Goodchild
Assistant Director for Place and Energy Infrastructure
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Introduction and Approach to Taunten Deane Borough Councils Response
to the Non-Statutory Consultation into the A3S58 Taunton to Southfields

Dualling Scheme

i. Taunton Deans Borowgh Council (TDBC § the Council) recognises that in the
case of a Mationally Significant Infrastructure Project in England such as the
A35E Taunton to Southfields Dualing Scheme, the Secretary of State will use
the Mational Policy Statement for Mational Networks (the MPS) as the primary
basis for making decisions on an application for development consent.

2. The NP5 states that in accordance with section 104 of the Planning Act 2008 the
Secretary of State must determine an application such as the A35E Taunton to
Southfields Dualling Scheme in accordance with the MPS unbess hefshe is
satisfied that to do so would infer alfa result in adwerse mpacts of the
development cutweighing its benefits (para 1.2).

3. The Couwncil also notes that the MPS confimms that the National Planning Policy
Framework (MPPF) is also Bkely to be an important and relevant consideration
in decisions on an N3P, but only to the extent relevant to that project (para 1. 18).

4.  The WPE also sst out the Govemments' vision and sirategic objectves for
Mational Networks. These are:

The Government will deliver national networks that mest the country's long temm
nesds; supporing a prosperous and competitive economy and improving overall
quality of Iifie, as part of a wider transpont systermn. This means:

« Metworks with the capacity and connectivity and resilience to support
national and local economic activity and facilitate growth and create jobs.
Metworks which support and improwe joumey quality, reliability and safiety.
Networks which support the delivery of environmental goals and the move to
a low carbon economy.

=  [Networks which join up our communities and nk effectively to each other.

5. TDBC appreciates that there are many and wvaned aspects to a Matonally
Significant Infrastructure Project but ultmately its response to this project will be

tested aganst its local policies and whether or not, in its view, the proposal meets
the vision and strategic objectives set out by the Govemment and would “result

in adwerse impacts of the development outweighing its benefits™

G  In formadating the Coumncls response, TOBC's Community Serutiny Commitiee
met on the 16% May 2017 to consider a report on the consuliation. The
Committee resolved that:

That Members of the Council and the Commumity Scruting Committee agreed
that a letier setting out that Taunton Deane Borough Councl request that
Highways England not only pawse the consultation but also widen the reach of

i|Page
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the consultation and prowide the technical mformation which has been used to
formaulate the Technical Appraisal Report and the selection of the option which is
being consulted on; and

That the Community Seruting Committee agreed that Taunton Deane Borough

Council will s=ek to engage with Devon County Council and Somerset County

Council on the strategic approach to Trunk Road improvements in the South

West and that the letter from Tawnton Deans Borough Council to Highways

England should express the wery senous concems of the Commumity Scrutiny

Committes and the community reganding the nature of the current consultation,

specifically:

+ The inappropnate timing of the consultation in relation to the planned
Somerset County Councd elections in May 2017 which has been
exacerbated by the fortheoming General Election;

+ the very limited nature of the consultation which has made Bttle or no atternpt
to engage with kecal Parish Councils or 'hard to reach groups”; and

# The fact that only one option is being presented for consultation and that this
opton provides minimum benefit to Taunton; and

+ The detailed information — including traffic information - to support the
selection of that oplion and the rejecton of the other 3 oplions described in
the Technical Appraisal Report. has not been made available to the Cowncil
or the commaunity.

T.  This response is based on the committee report considered by the Community
Serutiny Committee and seeks to fake account of the recommendations as well
as further work undertaken since the 168" May including taking into account the
discussions at varicus Parish Council and Commamnity events regarding the

proposal.
Highways England Consultation

8. The 2008 Act requires that in advance of formal consultation, promoters consult
with relevant bacal authorties on a Statement of Community Consultation
(SOCC) and "must have regard to any response” received to ensure that the
consultation s as comprehensive as possible. The Councl notes that the cument
consultation is on an informal basis although Highways England did produce a
Mon-Statutory Staternent of Community Consultation which was published on the
1% day of the consultation. Some initial feedback on the content of a3 S0OCC was
spught and provided inthe eary part of 2018 but the published version was not
shared prior to the consultation beginning.

2. A prewview evening was hebd on the 28% March to which the Councd and other

stakeholders whers nvited and & consultation events were due to take place as
per the following table:

2|Fage
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Diate Venue Time
Hatch Beauchamp \illage Hall,
Friday 7 April Chestnut View, Haich Beauchamp, | 10&am o Gpm
Taunton TA3 8TH
Taunton Racecourse, Orchard
Saturday § Aped Portman, Taunion TAJ 7BL 10am to Gpm
Hobday Inn, Deans Gate Awvenus, | 12 midday fto
Monday 10 Aprl | o/ e et UK TAT ZUA Bpm
. | Monks Yard, Horton Cross Famn, | 12 midday fio
Tuesday 11 April | \ineter TA10 0T Epm
Holiday Inn. Deans Gate Avenus,
Monday & May 5DI‘I‘iEr£E-T. UK TA1 2UA 10am to Spm

10. In addition to these staffed consultation events, consultation materals hawe been
available at the following “public information points™

Taunton Deane Borough Council, The Deane Howse, Belwedere RHd, Taunton,
Somerset , TA1 THE

Taunton Library, Paul Street. Taunbon, Somerset, TAT 3XE

Somerset County Cowncil, County Hall, Taunton, Somerset, TAT1 20Y

South Somerset District Council, Brympion Way, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20D ZHT
liminsier Meeting and Arts Centre, The Meeting House East Sireet, liminster, TATS
1AM

11. The consultation materal has also been available on Highways England's
website via the following Bk

hitpshighwaysengland. ctizenspace.com'/hela 358 -aunton-to-southfislds/

12. In addition to the ewents which focussed on an ndicative map of the potential
route option both an environmental constraints map and a Technical Appraisal
Report were hosted on the website only.

12. The publc were invited to submit ther views via a consultation questonnaire and
the website also allowed the completion of an online sunesey.

14. Dwring the consultation the Govemnment called a General Election and Highways

England paused the consultation and in doing so cancelled the planned event on
the 3" May. The event was re-amanged on Friday 30" June and the consultation
was extended until the 168" July 2017.

15. The Council notes and welkcomes that since the General Election Highways

England have attended a number of Parish Council and community meetings to
set out their plans and answer questions from local people.

A|rage
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Owerall Observations on the Consultation and nature of the Material
Fresented

18§, The consultabon has been subject o some press cowerage and has been
adverised in local papers, the Council has not been prowded with information
on how and when the consultation has been or is 1o be advertised. Itis therefore,
difficult o formally assess whether or not local people and interested parties have
been sufficently made aware of the consultabon, although events and meetings
have been well attend=d. The mestings have been held n accessible locabons
relatively well located in terms of the proposed route and the consultation
miatenial has been made available in pulblically accessible locations.

17. At the beginning of the consultation the Councl was concemed that Highways
England hawe not proposed to meet with Panmsh Councils ndividually or
collectively during the consultation and refused reguests to attend meetings
citing Purdah, the Councd acknowledges that Highways England have accepted
invitations to meetings since the General Election. However, the Council is
concemed that Highways England have not established any form of community
forum to enable wider debate [as many other large scale projects have done],
have not established a presence in the area fior the duration of the consultation
and have made very mited attempts to meet andfor engage with "hard to reach’
groups or young people. it is likely therefore, that any responses that are received
to the consultation will inewitably be skewed towards the demographic most able
and likely to respond to this form and method of consultaton.

18, In Apnl 2014 Taunbon Deans adopted its Statement of Community Involvemsent
(SCI) setting out its approach to consultabon and aims for the highest standard
of consultation practice in accordance with TDBC s "Core Values' which are ==t
cut in the Council's Comporate Consultation Policy. The SC1 highlights the
following methods of involving the community

= Website

+ Inspection Points
= [Emails

+ |Leters

= Local Mews Media

+ Inwole (3 local elecronic newsletier with a wide circulation)
+ |Leafists

= Public Exhibitions/displays/roadshows

« [me-to-one meetings

= [Presentations

« mestionnaires, surveys or focus groups

« Community and resident meetings and groups
+ |nteractive workshops

= Social media

« Councils meetings

d|Page
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18. Whilst Highways England hawe used a number of these methods of consultation
the extent to which hard o reach groups have been engaged is questionable as
the methods used by Highways England are the more "tradiional” methods.

20. The Council's SC1 identifies and recognises that some groups are hander to
engage with than others. These can inchede: those for whorm English is not their
first language, people with disabdities, children and young people, older people,
gypsies and travellers, ethmic minonties, and the homeless. Such groups may
not be engaged by or may be unable or unwiling to engage in fraditional
consulation methods. The SC1 mcludes a list of community and woluntany
organisations in Tawnton Deane with links to equality and diversity groups, it is
conceming that Highways England hawve not taken into account the methods that
would be necessary to engage with these groups and it will be exiremsly
important for them to widen their approach as part of any formal consultaton.
The SCI| prowides the starting point for the Councils response to Highways
England's formal Statement of Community Consuliabon which will need to be
produced in advance of the next stage of consultation.

Owerall Observations on the Content of the Consultation Material

21. In summary, the matenal presented for consultabion is wery limited and is not of
sufficient detail for the Councl bo form a definitive view on the proposal.

22, The notes the Technical Appraisal Report (TAR) which is available on Highways
England's website and extends to 148 pages however, in reality it prowvides little
detail cn which the relative ments of the proposal can be judged. It is therefore
wery difficult for the Council and other interested parbes to assess the relative
merits of the option presented for consultation against the other options set ouwt
in the TAR. This key concem was highlighted to Highways England during a
meestng on the 3™ Aprl bebtween the Leader, Executive Councillor, Officers and
SCC and the Highways England scheme sponsor. Mo additional information to
enable companson has besn produced o assist the Councl and ofher interested
parties in their considerabons.

Z3. The Council notes that each of the 4 opbons is given an introduction, a
description of the route, a description of possible junctions. structures, an
assessment of compliance with highway standards, drainage and design along
with a summary of benefits and a surmmary of isswes. Each of the 4 options is
then assessed via a road safety revisw.

24, The TAR then provides a summary of an assessment of potential environmental
and social effects during construction and operation but does not provide any of
the baseline mformation or descption of the methodology of assessment. |l is

not possible therefore, for the Councd to validate the summanes prowided or
conchusions reached within the TAR.
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25, The fact that there is only one option presented for consultation s wery
conceming and suggests that the responses o the consultation will in fact hawve
litle bearing on the scheme which Highways England bring forward within the
Prefermed Route consultation planned for Winter 2017,

28. The Cowncil highlights the Flanning Inspeciorates Adwice Note B.1 "Responding
to the developer's pre-application consultation” mcludes information on ‘non
statutory consuliabon’. The Advice Mobte states:

“Akthough optional, developers are encouraged to underiake mitial consultation
as soon as there is sufficient detad to allow local communities a real opporiunity
to influence the proposed development.

The aim of early non-statutory consultation s to allow local communities and
others to gain a befter understanding of the project and its potential impacts. i
also allows local communities to have ther say and influence the project in its
earfy stages. Local knowledge of the area plays an important mole in the pre-
application consuliation and throughout the apphcation process. Feedback
received may help dewelopers fo exclude unsuitable opbons and minimise
impacts on the local community where possible.”

27. The Councls is very concemed that by choosing to only consult on one option
Highways England hawe left residents and community groups feeling that they
do not hawve “a real opportunity to influence the proposed development’. In this
case there are no ‘unsuitabde options’ to esclude following the provision of
feedback. The Council supports the wiew amongst a wide range of the community
that the consultation could well be flawed.

28, I s equally mportant and conceming that despite some introductory meetings
at the end 2015 and during 2018 and one meeting at the begmnning of January
2017 Council officers hawve had no involvement in the production of the material
presented, the methodologies wsed to conduct the assessment and hawe not
been party to any discussion on what assessment has been undertaken or the
way in which the matenal has been presented.

28, Owerall, the Council s of the view that the lack of engagement with it and other
key parties has resulted in 3 consultation which could well be flawed and is based
N an undeveloped evidence base. The Council urges in the strongest possible
terms. for Highways England to properfy engage with it and other key parbies
before publishing information in the formal stage of consultaton. The approach

adopted by Highways England thus far is simply not acceptable.
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3.

Context and Government | Highways England Strategy

The Council notes that on 1% December 2014 the Govemment annouwnced the
creation of ‘3 dual camapeway nk from the M5 at Taunton to the A3D03
incorporating wpgraded siretches of the existng road into the strategic road
network where appropriate’ as part of e Avtumn Statement 2014,

The Road Invesiment Strategy published on the same day in 2014 included
reference to the A35E and stated that the first three sections of the M3 to M3
strategic comdor would be the “sechons at Stonehenge, Sparkford and the A353
link from the A303 to Tawnton'.

For clanty. the Councl fully supporis the principle of the link between the ME and
the A303 as part of the wider M3 to M3 mprovements between the South East
and South West. The Councl has been part of the wider group of authonties that
has campaigned for these much needed mprovements over a number of years.

More generally, the Road Investment Strategy set out asprabions incuding that
by 2040 the Siategic Road Mebwork would be "3 befter neighbour to
communities, with ower B0% fewer people mpacted by noise from the SRN™. The
Strategy highlighted the ‘transformational impact’ of the schemes and included
thie following key areas of impact

Developing a core network of Smart Motonaays and Expressways
Supporing the Morthem Powerhouse

Enabling growth and housing

Creating betiter conneciivity

Improving safety and reducing congestion

The Strategy also highlighted a Performance Specification which identified 3

areas which the Govermment will measure the SRN and Highways England ower
the first perod of the Stategy. The B measures are:

Making the network safer for our customers

Ensuring user satisfacton

Supporting the smooth flow of traffic

Encowraging sconomic growth

Delivering better environmental outcomes

Helping cyclists, walkers and vulnerable network users
Achieving real efficiency

Heeping the network in good condition

The Councl note that under the title of encowaging economic growth measure
the following description was included in the Strategy

A free-flowing network is vital to helping our economy floursh. Measuring the
average delay on the network is an indicabor of the extent to which congestion
acts as a brake on economic growth. We also want the Company to demonsirate
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what it is doing to support developers, small and medium-sized enterprises, and
the construction sector as a whole.”

38, The commitment to the A353 Taunton to Southfields dualling ‘creating a dual
camageway link from the M5 at Taunton to the A303" was ncluded in the OHT s
Road Investrment Sirategy: for the 201516 — 2018720 Road Period published in
March 2015. Of note in relation ta this project is the creation of § funds of £100m

which wers created to enable Highways England “to play its part” in delivering
an the areas of:

Environment

Cyeling, Safety and Integration
Innowvabon

Alr Quality

« Growth and Housing

37. The Councd notes that the creation of these funds on top of the strategic
investment in road schemes recognises that Highways England showld address,
in the context of this schems, air guality and growth and housing. The growth
and housing fund was created o enable investment that “unbocks magor howsing

development or key ecomomic growth™.

38, The Councd reminds Highways England that the announcement on 16" March
2017 from Highways England confirmed that £4m from the Growth and Hoawsing
Fund would be spent on the Junction 25 improvement scheme to “unlock & 33
hectare local authorly—led development site, with the pofential fo deffver up fo
2400 johs amd subsfanfial benefils lo the operation of the Sirategic Rosd
Network”. For clanity and reference going foreards it is worth highlighting that the
Local Development Order is promoiing a site which is around 25-hectares of net
developable area and for up to 4,000 jobs.

38, The Council note that in March 2017 Highways England published The Road to
Growth: Cur strategic economic growth plan’. This plan identifies 4 strategic
economic roles that the SREM can play in supporing the economy:

i. Supporting business productivity and competitveness, and enabling the
perfommanecs of SRM-reliant sectors
il. Providing efficient routes to global markets throwgh intemational gateways
ili. Stimulating and supporing the sustainable dewelopment of homes and
employment spaces
. Providing employment, skills and business opporunities within owr secior.

40. TDBC conssder that the prnciples of how any schemse A353 mprovement
scheme beftween Taunton and Southfields has o take account of the context of
these announcemsents, poficies and strategies as they have emerged since 2014,
The Council is particulary keen for the schems to:

i. Adhere to the requirements of the Govemments vision and cbjective for this

naticnal network project to infer alia facilitate growth and jobs as well as
delivering environmental goals and joining wp and linking cur communities.
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In this context we consider it essential that any A35E scheme propery
facilitates the Strategic Employment Site (Mexus 25), delivers environmental
mprovements bo the village of Henlade by providing the planned for bypass
and provides/maintains a sensible route into Tawnton as e primary
destinabon for joumeys travelling towards Juncion 25 on the A35E;

i. Adhere to the requirements of the Road Investment Strategy to infer alia
enable growth and create better connectwity. Again i this context we
consider it essential that any A358 scheme propery facilitates the Strategic
Employment Site (Nexus 25) and providesimaintains a sensible roufe nto
Taunion as the primary destination for jppumeys travelling towards Junction
25 on the A2GE;

. Deliver the Performance Specification measures of encouraging economic
growth and delivering better environmental outcomes. In this context we
consider it essential that any A358 scheme propery facilitates the Strategic
Employment Site (Mexus 25), delvers environmental mprovements io the
village of Henlade by providing the planned for bypass;

41. The Council consider it important to highlight that these outcomes have not been
thought about since the recent consultation has been launched. TDBC and its
pariners incheding Highways England and Somerset County Cowncil have been
signatories o a Memorandum of Understanding relating io the Siategic
Employment site at Junction 25 since Ociober 2015, The purpose of the MOLU is
o “promode effeciive co-ordinafion and co-operation befween the WOU pariners
fwhich are Tawwon [Deanse Borough Cowncd, Fomerset Coundy Counci,
Highways Engiamd, Environment Agency, Summernfield Developments (SW) Lia
and Hearf of the South West Local Enterprize Parnership] to secure the delivery
of the proposed strafegic employment site adjacent fo Junction 23 of the M3
{Taunton), taking full sccount of the dependence on the highway mirzsiruchune
improvements reguired fo unfock the sie”.

42, Equally the provision of a Henlade Bypass s not a new concept or objective.
TOBC's Core Strategy which was adopted in 2012 and was the culmination of 8
years work (which formally involeed Highways England / the Highways Agency)
set @ very dear objectve of bypassing the village as part of the A3J03A353
improwements. Policy SF2 “Realsing the Vision for Taunton” suppors the
prowision of:

"...a Henlade Bypass. Faffic calming and improwed juncbons as part of
AJDAAIEE mprovement package. .. as part of the infrastructure provision which
would help the Town to realise jis potential.

43, Owerall the Councl s very concemed that the proposed route does not adhere
to Government or Highways England's cwn sirategy.

44 The Council unges Highways England to urgently establish with TDBC and other
key pariners mcuding Somerset County Council a clear vision and set of jointhy
agresd objectives for the project which are based on a holistic review of
Government, Highways England and local Policy | Sirategy.
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Observations on the Proposed Route

45, Highways England’s website sets out a wide variety of information on the A353
scheme including a section entitled "why we need this scheme' which includes
the aims of the scheme, these are:

« reduce congestion, improve jouney times and make our network safer for
AUF CUSHOHTIErs
support jobs and economsc growth at a kecal and national kevel
minimise adwerse mpacts on the sumounding natural envircnment and

landscape

45, Taking imte account these aims, the information which is presented in the
Technical Appraisal Report and other linear and road schemes which have been
the subject to DCO applications and Exammations, the Councils response will
cover the following areas:

= Sirategic fit with the Growth of Tawnton ncluding the proposed new M3
pnciion

Access to the Mexus 25 strategic employment site and relationship with J25
Transport and Traffic Implications including Cesign and Enginesning
Economic Impacts incleding opportunities for local businesses and people
Landscape and Visual

Air Cuality and Emissions

Archasclogy and Cultural Hertage

Bio Diversity and Ecology

Moise and Vibration

Floading

Commumity Impacts

47. The Council notes that the NPS at paragraph 5.2 very cleary states the need to
waork with statutory environmental bodies at an eary stage and is concemed that
this does not appear to have taken place prior fo the publication of the
consultation matenal. Paragraph 5.2 states:

“Sufficient refevant information is crucial to good decision-taking. particulary
where formal assessments are required (such as Emvironmental Impact
Assessment, Habitats Regulations Assessment and Flood Risk Assessment). To

awoid delay, applications should discuss what information is needed with
statubory bodies as early as possible”™.

Strategic fit with the Growth of Taunton including the proposed new M3
Junction

48, The Councl welcomes and supports the principle of improsemsents to the A353
betwesen Tawnton and Southfields. The economic benefit for the wider south west
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peninsula is well established and the Council is pleased that Highways England
is bringing forward plans for improvements following Govermment's
announcements in 2014, The improvement of the A58 shouwld provide important
improvemsants to the accessibility of Taunton as a high quality multi-functicnal
sub-regional service centre and thereby further enhance its attractveness and
SUCCESE.

48, In termns of the Council's existing statutory planning policy, Taunton Deane Core
Strategy Policy SP2 ‘Realising the Vision for Taunion' supports the prowsion of:
*...a Henlade Bypass., Fraffic calming and improved juncbons as part of
AJTAAISE mprovernent package. .. as part of the mfrastructure provision which
waould help the Town to realise is potential.

&0, The growth of Tawnton as a Garden Town, including the development of the
Mesus 25 strategic employment site adiacent to J25, will also gve rise to an
increase in traffic, for which an improved tnnk road will provide welcome
additional capacity.

51. The new ‘all movements' motorway punction propesed 2.5km south of M5 J25 at
the westemn end of the new, offline section of the A25E. The consultation does
not show or provide any access except betwesn the M5 and the A3EE as part of
this scheme. The Council would be wery concemed i any provision for access
beyond this {i.e. to the local highway network) were to be made at the new M3
junction in this kecation. Killams Avenue (which at this point has the character of
a namow counfry lane) nns close to the motonway boundary at the point ndicated
for the new pnction, before crossing the M35 on a bridge. If there were found to
be insufficient space to construct the new junction without sewerng Killams
Awenue, itwould be necessany to re-route it arownd the pmetion to cross the MS,
if necessary on a re-located bridge. | Killams Avenue were to be connected via
thie new motorwaEy junction roundabowt. an additional (and wery unsatisfaciony)
route imto Taunbton from the MS would hawe been created which, whilst being
attractive to motorists (forming an unacceptable rat nm), would access the town
centre through a senes of residential roads entirely unsuited o the wery
substantial mcrease in through Taffic which would arise.

52, Improved access wia @ new M3 pmction into Taunmton is mot envisaged or
necessarty required within the exsting Core Strategy to accommodate planned
growth. Howewer, the capacity of J25 is of concern and the Cound is supportive
of Somerset County Councils proposals to improve the capacity at this juncibon.
An additional pnction on the M5 facilitatng a 2nd good quality access nio
Taunton is something which, nthe long ferm, would help fo alleviate routes within
the town prowiding access to the M3 However, the broad location of the new
junction would not serve this purpose well. As above Killams Awvenue is not a
suitabble, good quality route for high volemes of fraffic and additional road
infrastructure to access the town centre from this broad location would
undoubtedly conflict with the Vivary Gresen Wedge, in short this could not be in a
miore sensitve kocation for our community which ceardy conflicts with the wery
basis of the Cowncil's Core Strategy.
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53, The Council proposes that Highways England, Somerset County Cowncil and
Taunton Deans Borough Cowuncil work in partnership fo inwesfigate the
implications of this penction and crucially jointy explore the options and merits of
a new pnction on the M5 which provides niot only an efficient and effect means
of accessing the AZSE but also a means of efficiently and effectively accessing
Taunbon and its saemoamnids to the west of the M5, The objective of this work would
be to ensure that the considerable investment which Highways England are
miaking to the Strategic Road Metwork would enable the long term sustainable
economic growth of Taunton beyond the current Plan peniod.

. Indicatwely, the Council believes that the provision of a3 2™ MBS juncion {Juncticn
25a) further to the south west would better serse the long term needs of Tawnton
beyond the cumrent Local Plan pericd. Subject to further inwestigation and
assessment described above, the Councl would prefer a new all movements
junction on the M5 [Junction 25a) alongside a connection from the new A358
back into Junction 25 at the roundabout which will provide access into Mexws 25.
This would not only prowede a 2nd M5 junction [Junciion 25a) for Taunion bt
would also vitally provide a bypass for Henlade which the vast majonty of traffic
would use.

&5, Another matter of concem relating to the new junction, is the existence of
planning consent for residential development immediately to the north of Killams
Avenue adjacent to the site of the proposed motorway junction (see planning
apphications 281 20203 0a and 381 50177 Kllams Drve, Taunton). The Cowncil
would question the location as shown within the consultation docasment in termis
of whether or not it would fit alongside the approved development.

Access to the Mexus 25 strategic employment site and relationship with
J25

S8, The issue of most concem to the Council is how the A353 scheme relates to the
Mexrs 25 strategic employment sibe proposal. |t had been the hope and
expectation of the Council that a direct connection from the new alignment of the
A35E to the Meous 25 site would be prowsded. The Council has been preparng a
Local Development Order fior the Nexus 25 site and the Cownty Council have
recently submitted a planning application for improvements to J25 |(which
Highways England are part funding) both of which include provision for 3 dual
camageway between J25 and the roundabout into the Mexus 25 site which has
been designed fo faclitate connection to the new A35E. Gowvemment and
Highways England consistently reference the need to encourage economic
growith, it is not clear how the scheme as proposed will do this and as such it
seems to conflict with Mational and local poficy.

&7, The effect of the new rmoad not connectng into J25 is that traffic accessing Mexus
25 from the A35E approaching from the east would have a choice of either
contnuing past the site to the new MS J25a and then accessing the site via J25,

an additional journey distance of approximately 4km, or using the fommer
alignment of the A358 through Henlade. Unfortunately, the consultation material

provides very limited information and it is niot possible to assess the likely route
which raffic will take or assess the detailed implications for Mexus 25.
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5B, The Cowncil proposes that Highways England, Somerset County Cowncil and
Taunton Deane Borowgh Council work i parinership to ensure that the A353
improwement scheme provides an effective and efficient relationship bebtween
J26, Mexus 25 and the A35E scheme.

Transport and Traffic Implications including Design and Engineering (this
section has been produced in the mam by Somerset County Council}

58, The County Councl hawe highlighted that one of their key cbjectives is for traffic
on the existing A358 through Henlade to be reduced as much as possible,

particularty to:

+« Reduce environmental (air quality and congestion) impacts of frafic flow
through Henlade which is an Air Quality Management Area;

« enable sufficient capacity for development of a new sirategic employment
site next to Juncton 25; and

« reduce congestion and delay at Junction 25

@0, The Councl would add, in accordance with well-established Core Strategy
policy, that the improvements to the A35E8 should inclede a bypass for Henlade
which the vast majponty of traffic will use and haghlights that both the Councd and
the County Councl have provided for this within their separate but inter-related
proposals at Mexus 25 and at Junction 25 [respectively).

G1. I will b= mporant therefore for Highways England to consider including
mieasures n the DCO which encourage traffic to use the new route rather than
the cument A358 through Henlade, including consideration of physical works on
the existing A25E o further reduce traffic using that route, and alierations io the
B35E junchon with the AJTE to encowage A3TE taffic to use the new road.

G2. Traffic modeling produced to support the Local Development Order being
prepared for the Strategic Employment Site (Nexus 25} shows that in 2018 in the
P# Peak hour approcomately Z2% of traffic traveling from Southfields to Tawnton
will go south onto the M5 at J25, 20% will go north on the MS and mportantly
47 % will go into Taunton (the figures are rowndad). t s vitally important therefore,
that any mprovements to the A3SE continues to provide safe and convenient
access into Taunton. Unfortunately, the mformation within the TAR is not detailed
enowgh to enable a proper assessment of whether this will be the case.

@3, In addibon to the proposed all-movement MES Jumction “25a'; two further all
migvement grade separated punctions are proposed along the route. These will
enable access from the local mad network at West Hatch Lane to enable
interchange with the existing A35E and AZTE; and at Ashill fo provide access to
communities near Ashill and Bon. An at-grade connection would be prowided to
the Southfields Roundabout with the A303, although bocal mprovements may be

required at that panction.
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The proposed junciion strategy for the online section of the improvements
significantly reduces opportunities for local traffic to access the ALSE compared
to the cument provision, and this will inevitably ncrease the wolume of local traffic
travelling along less-suitable local roads to reach an access point onto the new
road; which may have significant environmental mpact on communites along
those routes.

The Councl notes with concem that the TAR compares the benefits of the four
scheme options considered by Highways England prior to choosing a single
cption for consuliation, and the chosen scheme would appear to offer the lowest
transport benefits of the options considered. Further information has been
requested in onder to fully understand the performance of the proposed scheme
compared to other options considered in terms of reducing congestion and delay
on the network.

The chosen scheme [Option & + NFS) would appear, according te Table 0.1, to
oifer the lowest fransport benefits of the optons considered including a safely
dis-benefit. Further informabion has been requested i arder fo fully understand
the perfformance of the proposed scheme compared o other options considered
in terms of network congestion, delay and safety.

Table 0.1 appears to conclede that Oplion 2A72B has the greatest quanified
transport benefits particulary in terms of joumey Gme and safety benefits. Whilst
it is costed as being significantly more expensive than the ofher options it is
assessed as hawving the greatest walue for money at this early appraisal stage.
This appears to indicate that option 2A28 performs much better than Option & =
MFS in traffic and transport terms.

Initial indicative layouts for pnctions, possible designs fior changes to side roads,
and mphications for nghts of way are refermed to in the technical report. A number
of design and safety related issues hawve already been identified by Highways
England for each of the four routes they have considered through ther ndial
safety review.

Whil=t it is recognised that the design proposals are sfill at a very earfy stage in
the development process, it will be necessary for further information 1o be made
available 1o the Cowncils in due course in order for us to fully assess the prefermad
route proposal once chosen. 1t will be mportant for the Councls to engage with
Highways England to provide detailed observations on their designs for the
preferred route, at an appropriate stage in the design process, to ensure
connectons and interfaces with the kocal road network and rights of way network
miaintain appropriate standards of access and safety; and to ensure appropriate
mitigaticn for any adverse impacts or indeed betterrment where possible.

In addition to the Emited traffic information set out in the TAR, Highways England
has supplied SCC with a diagram showing forecast raffic flows at key locations
cn the network for the single consultation option 888 + NFS, although it does
not app=ar to have been made available on Highways England's websitz and
has not been incheded in any of the consultation material.
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This shows that the proposed scheme is predicted to reduce annual average
daly traffic on the existing A3SE at Henlade by 4,000 wehicles in 20328 when
compared to current (2015) flows, and that taking accownt of predicted traffic
growth, the scheme results in 12800 fewer vehicles traveliing though Henlade
in 2038 than there would othenwise have been. There are predicted to be a
similar number of vehicles using the new read and the “old read” thowgh Henlade
(about 26,000 on each road) in 2038, The Council wowld like to see traffic using
the existing A35E through Henlade reduced to its design capacity of no more
than 17,000 vehicles.

The diagram alsc shows that the mprovement scheme as a whole attracts some
15,000 addiional daily tips to the A35E route in 2038 [companng the forecast
2028 “do-manamum’ fiowr of 23,200 pest west of Southfields juncton with the "do-
something” flow of 43,000}

The diagram shows that traffic on some of the key local roads running parallel to
the proposed "onfine’ section of improverment will mcrease significanily (e.g. an
increase from 300 to 700 vehicles per day on the link between Hatch Beauchamp
and the new West Hatch Lane junchion). This information would seem to indicate
that 400 vehicles per day would therefore, be prevenied from accessing the A3548
and would be redirected J/ forced to use these local roads. This severance is not
highlighted effectively within the consultation material and raises concams about
the use of unswitable lanes to camy significant additional traffic in order for kecal
people to access the A35D.

An operational assessment of Junction 25 in the year 2038 (using Somerset
County Council's proposed Junction 25 improvement Layout) has been camied
cut by Highways England for the options both with and without a Junction 25 link.
This showed that with the junction improvement the unction would operate at
arcund BS% satuwration in both the AM and PM peak periods either with or without
the Junction 25 link. (B5% saturation in traffic signal pnctions is the point at
which the pnction still operates effectively but any further traffic load will start to
cause congestion and delay).

All pptions will remove traffic to M5 South from Junction 25 whilst for opBons
without the link road the majority of traffic to Taunton and M5 Morth will still pass
through JuncBon 25 via the old A353. This explans why there is not much
difference in the operation of Junction 25 between the optons.

For Opbon BBB+NFS an analysis of the operational performance of the
progosed new all movements M3 Junction “25a" was assessed. This showed that
for peak penod design year 2038 traffic forecasts that the junction would operate
at st 45% of its potential capacity for both peak periods.

The traffic assessment undertaken represents a neutral month weekday (in
accordance with Department for Transport guidance), rather than when peak
traffic oceurs on Fridays, weekends and bank holidays due to weekly commauting
and holiday traffic. Further modelling of the weekends and holiday penods will
be considered in the next stage of schems development as poor performance of
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the cument roed during these times was one of the key reasons for the investment
in improvements.

78. There are many Public Rights of Ways (PRoWs) and resinicted byways,
undesignated paths and cycle routes situated within the vicmity of all scheme
cptions, a number of which have been severed by the consiruction of the existing
A358, A303 and M5 roads. Crossings switable for non- motorsed users (MMLU}
are not common features in the area. |t will be mportant that appropriate
connections are provided along the length of e route.

78, Owerall n Traffic and Transport terms it is recommended that at this stage in the
process the overall need for the dual camageway improvement is stromgly
supported but that a number of significant issues and potential mpacts
associated with the proposed route are highlighted to Highways England so that
appropriate further technical pstfication, amendments to the proposals and
appropriate mitigabons can be considered pnor to pubishing a prefemed route;
taking into account community and stakeholder feedback from the consultation
process along with approprnate fechmical appratsals. It is strongly encouraged
that Highways England, Somerset Cownty Council and Taunton Deane Borough
Council work in parinership so that all relevant issues can be faken into account.

Economic Impacts including opportunities for local businesses and people

8D, The Council has two major concems with the propesal from a local economic
impact perspective. Firstly, any improvemsnt must contnue to provide a safe and
canvenient access into Taunton via the A35H. As abowe 50% of the west bound
traffic on the A35E to Tamton traffic goes into Tawnton and the interchange
betwsen the M5 and A3SE is one of the reasons why Taunion s an atractive
place to do business. Any mprovement’ which makes it less convenient to
access Taunton cannot be supporied especally given the regional significance
of Taunton, its planned growth and its status as a Garden Town.

B1. Secondly, and a key part of Taunton's sustainable growth, 5 Nexus 25 which is
being promoted by a Local Development Order and will create space for up to
4. 000 new jobs for the town and the wider economy. In the same way in which
the A358 provides access inte Taunton, the ethos of Mexus 25 is that it bes on
the strategic connection of the MS and the A35E. Indicative traffic modeling for
the LDO ndicates that approxamately 21% or one fiith of traffic mbound to Meaus
25 in the AM peak hour is expecied to have used the A35E from Southfields and
the same percentage of outbound taffic from Mexus 25 in the PM peak is
expected to use the A353 to ravel towards Southfields. Similady therefore, any
‘improvement’ which makes it less conwenient to access Mexrs 25 from the 4353
is of significant concem, especially as this indicatively could result in additional
traffic from MNexus 25 choosing to use the existing A358 through Henlade which
is not desirable or envisaged.

B2. The Councd would support the communities concemns that the existing A353
through Henlade would remain an attractive/default route for fraffic even i the
MEJ25aNmproved A35E route provides & credible altemative. The Council
indicatively consider that the provision of a junchion further to the south west
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would better serve the long term needs of Taunton beyond the curment Local Plan
penod. Subject to further investigation and assessment described abowe, the
Council would prefer to see a connection from the new A25E back nto Junction
25 at the roundakbout which will provide access into Mexus 25, This would not
cnly provide 3 2Znd M5 pnction for Taunion but would also witally prowide a
bypass for Henlade which the vast majonty of traffic would use.

83, Highways England have recently published The Road to Growth' which sets out
its role in prowiding employment. skills and business opportunities. Unfortunately
there is nothing within the consultation matenial or supporting documents which
sets out how bocal businesses and bocal people might benefit from the A353
scheme. Given the significance of the investment and the commitments set out
within The Road to Growth” the Councl would expect Highways England to sst
out clearly how it proposes the following:

+ To support local companies to mndividually and collectively ensure that they
are well placed to access supply chain opportunities in relation to the project

+ To support local people, local colleges and training providers to promote
careers and mmportanty to enable people to obfain the gualfications and
skills to ensure they are well placed fo gain employment opportunities in
relation to the project and the supply chain incheding but not Bmited o
apprentces,

« To ensure in any event that through the procurement process contrachors
engaged in the delivery of the project:

+ Provide apprenticeship placements, proporonate to the type of work and
workforce required for local people.

+ Provide a proporionate number of employment opporunities for long-tem
unemployed local people.

« Mazimise opporiunites for the sub-confracting of local SME=.

Landscape and Visual

E4. The Councl notes that the MPS requires that “projects need fo be designed
carefully, taking into account the potential mpact on the landscape. Having
regard to siting, cperational and other relevant constraints, the aim should be fo
awoid or minimise hamn to the landscape, providing reasonable mitigation where
possible and appropnate” (para 5. 148). The MPS also clearly states at para 5,124
that “the applicant's assessment should also take account of any relevant
policies based on these (landscape and wvisual]l assessments o lbocal
developrment documents in England”.

B5. The TAR report acknowledges that there is a significant wealth of assets with
designated envircnmental status near the four routes ncluding landscaps,
ecological and historical features.

85, The Council assumes that a landscape and Visual impact assessment (LVIA)

has been camed out to assess the landscape impact of the varous routes bt
there is no reference to such an assessment and the methodology wsed for any

such assessment has not be shared or agreed with the Council. The Cowncil
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would have expected to see a map showing the zone of theorebical visibility and
a map showing the vanous wiewponts used for assessing each route. H is
therefore unclear how conclusions on landscape impact have been made.

The preferred scheme area passes through fowr identified Mational landscape
character regions within the districts of Taunton Deane and South Somerset
(Mational Character Areas [MCA)X 143 Mid Somerset Hills, 140 Yeowil
Scarplands, 147 Blackdowns and 148 Vale of Taunton and Cluantock Ridges.

Howeever no mention s made to local landscape character areas. In Tawnton
Ceane these are 1a Famed and Sefiled Low vale-Vale of tawnion Deans 43
Famed and Wooded Lias vale -Fivehead Vale and part of 53 Sandsione ridge
—Morth Curmy.

The route passes wery close io the nabonally protected landscaps, the
Blackdown hills Area of Outstanding MNatural Beauty (A0ONEB) the boundary of
which is which usefully shown on the constraints map.

There s reference to the two long distance footpaths (East Deane way and
Meroche Herepath) that will be affected by the preferred road route but these
recreation routes are not shown on plan. The report acknowledges the
importance of Stoke Hill as a prominent landscape feature in the area but fails to
miention Thom Chemp SLF. (Special landscape Feature).

Although there is no specific landscape legislation, reference and consideration
should ke made and given io the European landscape Convention which the LK
signed up bo n 2008, i is considerad that the Mational parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1942 should also be taken infto account. When REsting kocal
relevant policies in Taunton Deane distnct, CPE policy which states that the
council will conseree and enhance the natural and historic environment should
also be considered. There is no mention in the report of the councils” green
wedge at Vivary and Cotlake Hill or the Special landscape feature [SLF) of Thom
clumg at Henlade

All four proposed route oplions would traverse the agriculbwral landscape
betwssn Taunion in the west and [Iminster in the east.

One of the options [1/1B+MNFS) within the TAR which is the furthest away from
the existing A25E comdor being within an otherwise agricultural and tranquil
environment would lead to a more notable change than those routes near the
existing A358 comidor. This option woubd also be set at the base of the
Blackdown H¥is Area of Qutstanding Matural Beauty (AOMNB) which nise to the
south. Existing far reaching wiews of and from the AOME woulkd be disrupted by
the presence of the new noute. This route has great landscape and biodiversity
impact and so it is agreed that this should not be the prefemed route.

On the kowland plain, the visikility of the Oplions 8788 + NFS (the preferred noute)
and Opfion BEBE + Jct25 may be limited by interwening wegetation, but the
schemes would stll be visible from the adjacent Blackdown Hils AOME. The
provision of juncticons at West Hatch and Ash#l would mcrease the level of
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95,

96.

97.

96.

99.

100.

101.

disturbance, as would the upgrading of part of the existing A358 and the
construction of the new link over the lowland plain connecting to the motorway.
This route also encroaches slightly on the lower slopes of Stoke Hill possibly
resulting in cutting into the hillside, and would also result in the destruction of
some woodland at Huish woods, the Scout Camp is of intemational renocwn and
this would have an unacceptable adverse effect. Subject to further information
the Council consider that this is unacceptable and that a different route alignment
Is required.

The preferred route 8-8B+NF5 would also be visible from local visual receptors
along the A358 and from the proposed housing extension in the Killams area of
Taunton. The Council’s view is that the new M5 junction should be located further
to the southwest along the M5 which may alleviate this impact.

Option 2428 would have the less landscape impact being in the most part either
passing in close proximity to the existing A358, however this option would be
visible from local visual receptors such as residential properties close to the
route.

Air Quality and Emissions

The Council highlights the importance of Air Quality within the NPS and notes
with interest that the Secretary of State “must give air quality considerations
substantial weight” (para 5.12). The MFS also highlights that air quality will be of
particular relevance where development is “within or adjacent to Air Quality
Management Areas. "

The Council notes that the TAR states that “The air quality appraisal has been
undertaken in accordance with Transport Appraisal Guidance (TAG) unit A3
chapter 3. Net present values (NPV) have been calculated for both local and
regional changes in air quality.”

The report states that “All options show local improvements in ambient air quality
due to reduced congestion on the affected road network. This is balanced against
predicted regional increases in emissions due to overall traffic growth. For Option
2AM2B, the regional increases outweigh the local improvements, resulting in a
small dis-benefit for this option with small benefits for the other options. All
options have the potential to decrease noise in local residential areas, apart from
option 8 NFS which has the potential to increase noise in local residential areas.
These are represented by benefits in the quantitative appraisal, except for option
8 NFS which shows a dis-benefit”.

It is not possible for the Council to comment on the accuracy of the figures or
assumptions made during the assessments as there is no data provided with the
report. There are no details of existing and potential air quality, noise levels or
traffic levels.

The TAG document that is referred to in the Report outlines how the assessment
compares the existing noise/air quality to the levels that could be expected with
a proposed new road. It is based on predictions of traffic levels and a number of
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other assumptions. There is also no discussion or comment on the results, what
factors may affect the air quality or noise levels or any mitigation that could be
used.

102. There is an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) on the A358 in Henlade which
was declared due to high levels of nitrogen dioxide. This is due to the high levels
of road traffic and the residential buildings being close to the road. It is likely that
a road by-passing Henlade would reduce traffic and also the levels of pollutants
on the existing A358. The Report does not include details of the changes in traffic
levels on the existing A358 in Henlade due to each proposal, however, there is
an estimate of the traffic levels on the new stretch of the A358 to the east of the
existing A358 (Section 6.2)

Option 1 + NFS (31,700 2 way flow in 2038),

Option 8/8B + Junction 25 (45,900 2 way flow in 2038)

Option 8/8B + NF5 (26,000 2 way flow in 2038).

Option 24/2B scheme attracts the most traffic to the new A358 (54,600 2 way
flow in 2038), with the majority of this traffic (73%) accessing the M5 and
Taunton via the new link to Junction 25, the remainder (27%) using the new
free flow slip roads with the M5 to travel south on the M5,

103. Option 24/28 has the highest flow of traffic on the new stretch of A358 and so
this would indicate that it would result in the lowest levels of traffic on the exsting
A358 through Henlade. This is backed up by the statement that 73% of the traffic
would be using the link to Junction 25 to access Taunton and the M5 north, and
so for the other options without the link to Junction 25 a lot of this traffic would
be using the existing A358.

104. Without any calculation or explanation of the results it can only be assumed that
any improvements due to reduction of traffic on the A358 in Henlade are
outweighed by increases in air pollution at other properties. It may be that Option
2A/2B passes closer to houses than the other three options which pass through
more rural areas. Even so, it would be surprising if the new road was closer to
houses than the existing A358 in Henlade.

105. The Council has been producing Action Plans with the aim to improve air quality
in the AQMAs, however, as the pollution is due to road traffic on a main road the
Council it very limited in what it can do. It is likely that the only way to meet air
quality standards at Henlade is to provide a by-pass to remove most of the traffic
from the road.

106. Therefore, further detail should be provided on how a proposal that removes the
mast traffic from the built up area of the A358 at Henlade leads to a dis-benefit
in averall air quality.

107. In summary, there is not enough information on air quality or noise in the
Appraisal Report to allow a full comment or view on these issues. The report
does not provide detail or an explanation of how each route may affect cerfain
areas, there is no explanation as to why the options that result in dis-benefit to
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noise and to air quality are different, when both are based on traffic flows. There
is no explanation as to how the option that removes the most traffic from the
A358 through Henlade results in a dis-benefit for air quality. The new road should
have a quiet road surface and appropnate mitigation.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

108. The Council highlight that Poundisford Park Pale Scheduled Monument and
Poundisford Park Grade Il Registered Park and Garden are located within 300m
of Option 1+ NFS. There is a Cross in St. Aldhelm and St. Eadburga churchyard
Scheduled Monument within Tkm of Options 2A/2B, 8 + NFS and 8 + Jct25.

109. There are many listed buildings within the 1km of all four scheme options,
consisting of Grade |, Grade Il and Grade II* listed buildings; and many records
of archaeological events and finds within 1Tkm of the proposed options, many of
which run along the existing A358.

110. The heritage section of the consultation document is poor and while it mentions
archaeology, the impact on historic buildings and hertage assets is not
considered in any detail. Historic England has now produced its replacement for
the PP35 Practice Guidance. Histone Environment Good Practice Advice in
Flanning Mote 3 The Setting of Heritage Assets’ needs to be specifically referred
to as well as the considerations set outin the NPS and NPPF. Highways England
need to produce a Statement of Historic Significance.

Bio Diversity and Ecology

111. The TAR report acknowledges that there is a significant wealth of assets with
designated environmental status near all four routes and shows these on the
constraints map. A smaller scale map showing the location of the SACS
(Hestercombe, Bracket's Coppice, Exmoor and Quantock Oakwoods and Beer
Quarry and caves (all designated for bat populations) would be useful.

112. It appears that , Option 1/1B + NF5 was ruled out as it was anficipated to have
a Large Adverse effect on the protected site Thurlbear Wood and Quarrylands
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SS51) and designated ancient woodland
located 100m east and downstream of the option centreline.

113. The proposed works for all options would impact on habitats potentially resulting
in permanent loss of habitats of high to medium conservation value. The report
states that the habitats have been surveyed but due to the large area covered by
the route there is no plan showing all habitat types listed within the Somerset
LBAF and Taunton Deane LBAP, including hedgerows and standing water.

114. It is not clear at this stage what the impacts may be. Thesa impacts may include,
but are not limited to habitat removal and fragmentation, disturbance, air
pollution, noise and vibration, which will adversely reduce the integrity of the
protected sites.
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115. The report states that protected, including Eurcpean protected species will be
affected by the new road but does not discuss any detail. Full field surveys are
required to assess the impact the preferred route would have on protected sites
and protected species. It is understood that these surveys are currently taking
place.

116. The report lists all legislation relevant to biodiversity on pd5. However | consider
that the National parks and Access fo the Countryside Act 1949 should also be
listed. When listing local relevant pelicies in Taunton Deane district CPB should
also be listed.

117. The preferred route Option 8/86 + NFS mainly tries to avoid the protected sites
but it is considered it comes too close to the mapped ancient woodland leaving
no buffer. At Huish woods near Ashe farm it appears as though the woodland will
be directly impacted upon. There will also be a moderate effect on South Taunton
Streams Local Nature Reserve (LMR) near Killlams in Taunton. We know from
our species occurrence mapping that dormice are likely to be a particular issue
at Killams and on the lower slopes of Stoke hill near Arundells farm.

MNoise and Vibration

118. The TAR states that “The noise appraisal has been undertaken in accordance
with TAG unit A3 chapter 2. Net present values (NPV) have been calculated for
changes in noise, amenity and several specific health issues. To derive the
NPVs, calculated values for each house within the respective option study areas
required independent entries in the WebTAG Moise Worksheets for ‘with’ and
‘without’ scheme in both opening and design years”.

119. As with air quality the assessment finds a benefit with three of the proposals, but
a dis-benefit with one of them, in this case Option B+ NFS, Again, there is no
supporting information or comment on these figures. The calculations would be
based on changes in traffic flows and how noise levels will change at properties
with the proposed roads.

120. For both noise and air quality there 15 no information on which areas will be
adversely affectad by noise and which will benefit. Also, as both are a result of
changes in road traffic, there is no comment on why one option results in a
disbenefit for noise whereas a different option gives a disbenefit for air quality.

121. All of the proposals will result in an increase in traffic on the A358 due to traffic
diverting to the new road from the A303/A30 over the Blackdown Hills. However,
there is no information in the report on the potential increase in road traffic levels.

122, Any new road should be built using a quiet road surface, as reducing noise at
source is normally more effective than trying to deal with noise after it has been
generated. Noise mitigation such as barmers should be used where needed.

123. In summary, there 15 not encugh information on air quality or noise in the
Appraisal Report to allow a full comment or view on these issues. The report
does not provide detail or an explanation of how each route may affect certain
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areas, there is no explanation as to why the options that result in dis-benefit to
noise and to air quality are different, when both are based on traffic flows. There
Is no explanation as to how the option that removes the most traffic from the
A35E through Henlade results in a dis-benefit for air quality. There is also no
information on the effect of noise from the new grade separated junction on the
M5 on the Killams area of Taunton and which could be significant if the new
Jjunction is located over/elevated above the M5.

Flooding (comments from SCC)

124. The four scheme options are partially situated within Flood Zones 2 and 3. There
are areas within the study area at nsk of flooding from surface water, particularly
along the existing A358 within areas identified as Flood Zones 2 and 3.

125. Detailed proposals for drainage and flood risk management are not set out in the
consultation documents and the Council will require further information on those
matters in order to agree that any temporary proposals and permanent solutions
have adequately considered all flood nsk and drainage considerations, including
how the drainage system will function once it is constructed. It will be imperative
to ensure that this scheme does not increase the flood nsk in other areas.

Community Impacts

126. Many of the issues which will directly impact on the communities along the
existing and proposed A358, including those in the Killams area of Taunton, are
dealt with within the paragraphs above clearly transport (ease of movement and
accass, severance and rights of way), air quality, noise and landscape impacts
will affect residents and communities in a significant way.

127. In accordance with the NP5 it will be important for Highways England to properly
consider the impacts on all of the affected communities and provide bespoke
mitigation to an appropriate standard once a scheme is selected. This should not
Just take into account the individual impacts but the cumulative effects from all
impacts on communities.

128. A significant and arguably the most concerning issue with the consultation is the
lack of information to properly assess the impact on Henlade and particularly
whether the proposed route will result in significant traffic reduction travelling
along the existing A358 through the community. Clearly unless the new A358
provides a convenient and preferable access to Taunton and Mexus 25 then
there is a considerable nsk that existing and new users will continue to use the
existing A358. This would be unacceptable for a number of important reasons.
The Council considers it essential that Highways England works with Taunton
Deane and Somerset County Council to ensure that any preferred route provides
convincing and evidenced information to ensure that significant levels of traffic
are taken off the existing A358 through Henlade. The Council would like to s=e
traffic using the existing A358 through Henlade reduced to its design capacity of
no more than 17,000 vehicles.
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Owverall conclusion

129. The Council remains committed and completely supportive of the delivery of
improvements to the A358 as part of the Road Investment Strategy scheme to
improve the access to the South West along the M3, A303, A358 and M5
corridor.

130. Motwithstanding this commitment and support, there are significant concems
with the proposal which has been presented by Highways England. There has
been Iitle, if any, proper engagement with the Council regarding the
development of the proposal. The matenal presented is not of sufficient detail to
enable the Council to properly assess the impacts of the proposal and to alleviate
its concerns or the concerns of residents regarding important aspects of the
scheme.

131. The Council encourages Highways England in the strongest possible terms to
set out how it will engage and to commit to properly engage with the Council and
other statutory bodies (particularly Somerset County Council) prior to the
production of material to support the ‘preferred route’ due to be announced in
Winter 2017 Alongside this ‘technical’ work which will be required to support the
proposal, Highways England should establish an appropnate means of ongoing
engagement with the community to ensure that their concems are properly
understood and taken info account as the preferred route is developed.

132. In summary, the Council expects the preferred route to provide an effective
Henlade bypass, to provide a safe and convenient access to both Taunton and
Mexus 25, and that the other concerns set out within this report are appropriately
addressed through proper engagement with the Council.

133. The Council would indicatively prefer to see the provision of a new M5 junction
further to the south west that would better serve the long term needs of Taunton
beyond the cument Local Plan period and, subject to further investigation and
assessment, a connection from the new A358 back into Junction 25 at the
roundabout which will provide access into Mexus 25. This would not only provide
a 2nd M5 junction for Taunton but would also vitally provide a bypass for Henlade
which the vast majority of traffic would use.

134. At this point the Council is of the view that the detailed proposal does not met the
vision and strategic objectives set out by the Govemment in relation to Mational
MNetworks and there is a risk, in the context of the NPS, that the proposal
presented will “result in adverse impacts of the development outweighing its
benefits™.
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Taunton Deane Bridleways Association

From: Ann Finn [mailto:annfinn2017@gmail.com]

Sent: 04 July 2017 17:26

To: A358 Taunton to Southfields

Subject: A358 Consultation- Further comments from Taunton Deaner Bridleways Assodiation

Dear Sir,

I recently posted comments and maps for the above consultation from Taunton Deane
Bridleways Association.

After ore discussions with one of your officers at the last meeting, I shouls like to add the
following comments:

1. Any bridges across the new road should have parapets of the height recommended by The
British Horze Society to provide a safe crossing for horse riders.

2. All access provided for vulherable users should be of bridleway or restricted byway status
- NOT just cycleways, which cannot be used by horsenders

Thanl: vou,,

Ann Finn
Chair, Taunton Deane Bridleways Azsociation
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Trull Parish Council

Trull Parish Council response to A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling public consultation.

It is unclear if the proposed new junction on the M5 at Killams Avenue south of the existing 125 falls
within our parish or just outside the parish boundary. Trull Parish Council would therefore like
confirmation of the exact location and scale of this proposed junction to understand the impact it
will have.

It would also like to be added to the statutory list of consultess to ensure better communication and
greater involvement in the consultation than it has enjoyed to date, whether the junction falls within
the parish or just outside.

The Technical Appraisal document does not appear 1o acknowledege that this proposed junction
directly abuts the Vivary Green Wedge. This is designated protected land which forms a vital “green
lung” that Trull Parish Council has sought to protect from development, most recently in the Spring
of this year. The Parish Council would obviously not wish to see a motorway junction on this Green
Wedge or in any proximity which would directh,r affect it.

Trull Parish Council understands that at present the proposed junction is to facilitate free flowing
miovement of traffic to and from the 4258 and M>. However, it has grave concems over the
potential for any further vehicle movements at this junction in the future. The village of Trull and the
roads extending through the parish to Killams have no footpaths. They are well used by children and
residents of all ages accessing the school, village halls, clubs and numerous other fadilities on foot
and by cycle. The Parish Council is already aware that some drivers, seeking an alternative route
from the south side of Taunton to the north, wuse Trull village and the narrow roads to Killams as a
“rat run”. If the proposed new junction was opened to general traffic joining or leaving the M5 it
would undoubtedly lead to a huge increase in vehicles trying to access the junction through our
Parish. This would only be exacerbated by the proposed development of 2,000 new homes here.
Trull Parish Council would find the possibility of this motorway junction being anything other than an
access and egress to the A358 completely unacceptable.
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West Hatch Parish Council

Final Comments on A358 dual carriageway proposals
from West Hatch Parish Council (WHPC), July 14th 2017.

Preamble

You will have received The WHPC Interim Comments on the A358 dual carriageway proposal
dated June 8" 2017 and the letter of agreement by the Parishes of West Hatch, Neroche,
Trull, Hatch Beauchamp, Stoke 5t Mary and the unparished Killams and Mountfield, dated
14" June 2017, These WHPC Final Comments do not rehearse the points and arguments
made in those letters, which we believe remain valid and to which a response is awaited, but
emphasise the specific concerns of West Hatch parishioners.

1. Consultation Process.

Although we acknowledge that the initial consultation iz not a statutory
reguirement, the consultation process to date has been deeply flawed and we are in total
agreement with the view expressad by Taunton Deane Borough Coundil (TDBC) in their
formal consultation response that “Owverall, the Council is of the view thot the lack af
engagament with it and other key parties has resuited in a conswitation which could well be
flowed and i= based on an undevelaped evidence base. The Council urges in the strongest
possitie terms for Highways England to prapery engage with it and aother key parties before
pubiishing informotion in the formol stoge of consultation. The approach odapted by
Highways England thus foris simply not acceptoble.”

2. Comments

1. The dualling of the A35E throughout its entire length is unnecessary. Until such time
s the 43037430 to Honiton is completed, as intended within the next few years, the
A35E problems assodated with congestion, economic growth and safety can be
resolved by a variation an the 24,28 option:

3. Proper development of 2 short Henlade by-pass incorporating a spur to the
planned Somerset County Council (3CC) and TDBC NEXUS and Junction2s
developments.

. Mo Junction A (254), incorporate and improve into existing Junction25 plans.

C.  Molunction B at the end of West Hatch Lane, site beginning of by-pass as closs
to Henlade as possible using a ¥ junction and not a roundabout.

and

d. Proper development of Southfield roundabout.

It is not necessary, nor desirable to increase the speed of traffic along the A358 from
a0mph to 70mph, this merely exacerbates the congestion problems at either end. A
50 mph limit fully monitored and policed would reduce the number and severity of

accidents and smooth traffic flow as has proved to be the case elsewhere, e.g. M25.

2. While WHPC appreciates that the proposals are at an early stage, the effact on the
local community cannot be ascertained until we know more about the detail of the
intersections and the number and location of the proposed local traffic crossing,
joining and leaving points. Without such detail, the effect on local wehicular, oycle,
equestrian and pedestrian traffic cannot be known. Of particular concern is the
potential loss of access across the A358 for personal, agricultural, academic,
ecclesiastical, business, etc, purposes and the resulting increases in journey times,
costs, use of natural resources, pollution and congestion on the local roads through
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our villages. In particular access to the A358 at Bickenhall Lane and Capland is
essential if unacceptable levels of traffic through the villages south of the A358 are
to be avoided.

West Hatch Parish is already divided by the present A358 and we welcome the
statement that “Furthermare, the protection and enhancement af public rights of
way ond occess is encouraged, for instance where nationo! road netwark severs
cammunities and community focilities and acts as o barrier for walking ond cyciing,
developers are expected to correct historic problems ond ensure eosier and safer
access far NAAUs " WHPC believes that this should also apply to all MMUs incduding
equestrian and to vehicular traffic.

An underpass linking West Hatch Lane to the Hatch Beauchamp road, which in turn
should incorporate an underpass and new graded junctions with the 4358, would
immeasurably improve local access and movement of NMUs in West Hatch and the
adjacent villages.

3. Conclusion

1. A radical re-think of the present proposals should be conducted prior to the next
consultation process. This should be based on 3@ modified 24/28 option and the
acceptance that dualling the entire length of the road is unneceszary.

2. A major junction at the end of West Hatch Lane (B} is not acceptable.

3. Details of the minor road options for junctions along the A358 need to be made
explicit when the next proposals are submitted for consultation.

West Hatch Parish Coundcil,
July14* 2017
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Theme Area- Junction Consultee Feedback
proposals
Junction A Taken in isolation the section from Junction A to Junction B would

appear to be an acceptable route in principle but much will depend
on detailed design and the effect on particular locations. For
example the location of Junction A appears to be very close to
properties in the Killams area and the impact of the scheme on the
village of Stoke St Mary would be of major importance to local
residents.

Junction A | wish to register my strongest protest against the proposed new M5
Motorway Junction 'A' (Section 1) location south of Taunton at
Killams Avenue. Only 1 option has been put forward for public
consultation despite the existence of 4 alternative options from the
Technical Appraisal Report. This only option should be halted on
the grounds that it will NOT alleviate traffic through Henlade and,
there would be no link to the proposed Industrial (Nexus 25)
employment / development site at Junction 25. Most traffic will
bypass Taunton and tourism in Somerset could be seriously
affected as it becomes a holiday route to Devon and Cornwall.
Taunton has been selected to become a Garden Town NOT a
bypass town!

Junction C We would like to propose another junction is created at
Stewley/Kenny in addition to planned JC at Ashill/Rapps. If the
Rapps/Ashill proposed junction C, remained in isolation, it would
draw all the Taunton/M5 traffic through our peaceful (virtually traffic
free) village un-necessarily.

Theme Area — Alternative | Consultee Feedback
routes
Alternative routes The Council expects the preferred route to provide an effective
Henlade bypass, provide a safe and convenient access to both
Taunton and Nexus 25, and that the other concerns set out within
this report are appropriately addressed through proper engagement

with the Council.

The Council would indicatively prefer to see the provision of a new
M5 junction further to the south west that would better serve the
long term needs of Taunton beyond the current Local Plan period
and, subject to further investigation and assessment, a connection
from the new A358 back into Junction 25 at the roundabout which
will provide access into Nexus 25.

Alternative routes We have reviewed the high level plans which are being consulted
upon by Highways England (HE) and consider that that an
alternative option is deliverable. This alternative option will achieve
the same aims but will also enable land to come forward for
residential development, so that any new dual carriageway does not
become a future barrier to future growth of the town. It is
appreciated that the HE proposals are at an early stage and will be
further refined and detailed following this consultation exercise. It is
likely that the level of detail considered as part of this exercise has
not been available to the design team preparing the Taunton to
Southfields scheme.
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Theme Area — Alternative | Consultee Feedback
routes
Alternative routes TDLD'’s view is that Highways England’s (HE) Taunton to
Southfields proposals are unacceptable due to: its failure to support
strategic and policy objectives established for Taunton and Taunton
town centre; its failure to address the access issues at the
Hankridge retail park; its failure to support the Nexus 25 business
development, contrary to the Government’s and Highways
England’s own polices, and its failure to provide a meaningful
solution to the volume of traffic passing through and level of
pollution affecting Thornfalcon and Henlade.

Alternative routes Currently Highways England are consulting on only one route, the
one they selected. It is not the route required by the District Council,
requested by the County Council or desired by the population of the
areas which will be forever changed by this scheme.

Alternative routes All options include leaving the existing roundabout at Southland as a
junction at grade. This roundabout already causes significant
tailbacks and delay. There is already a de facto turning lane from
the A358 to the A303 as currently used, although a properly
protected lane would increase the flow to some extent. Leaving the
Southfield roundabout as a junction at grade will significantly reduce
the economics case for and the anticipated reduction in delays
resulting from the A358 scheme.

Alternative routes | am very concerned that the proposed new route for the A358 does
not provide a direct link to the Nexus 25 business park and also that
it leaves the A358 through Henlade as the main route into Taunton.
This consultation on one route seems to have cast doubt on the
whole consultation process, is this route going to be designated as
the “Preferred Route” at the next stage of the consultation albeit with
a few small tweaks arising out of this consultation stage. Or is there
a possibility that although you are consulting on this one route that
your “Preferred Route” will be something completely different such
as Option 2A/2B that cuts through Henlade, if so then the other 3
options should have formed part of this consultation.

Alternative routes We would like to see consideration of alternative and less disruptive
ways to achieve a fast road from the M3 into the South West by
improving existing junctions at Southfields and M5 Junction 25 to
improve traffic flow, a plan to remove bottlenecks caused by the 3
lane liminster bypass, ideally by dualling it and an eventual upgrade
to the A303/A30 to provide an alternative route not using the M5.
Greater clarity is needed over how proposed junctions can work
without increasing pressure on small local access roads.
Alternative routes Currently Highways England are consulting on only one route, the
one they selected. It is not the route required by the District Council,
requested by the County Council or desired by the population of the
area which will be changed forever by this scheme.

Alternative routes Currently, you are consulting on only one route, the one you have
apparently already pre-selected. It is not the route required by the
District Council, requested by the County Council or desired by the
population of the areas which will be forever changed by this
scheme. The present proposal to route a new 6 kilometre dual
carriageway to a new closed motorway Junction 25A, to the south of
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Theme Area — Alternative | Consultee Feedback

routes

Taunton is, quite simply, a travesty and the so-called consultation
process is a farce.

Alternative routes It is evident from the work that has been undertaken by HE, that
considerable effort has gone into the development of the scheme
options with several different options having been considered before
the ‘Option 8/8B + NFS’ emerged as the preferred option. However,
the principle of providing additional grade separated junctions on the
new A358 alignment should not be excluded or discounted should a
clear case to support such provision emerge in the near future as
such provision could further enhance connectivity and support
growth.

Alternative routes Of the 4 options discussed in the TAR, Option 8/8B + NFS has the
worst monetised cost benefits for accidents, roadworks, noise,
economic and reliability. The only positives are from greenhouse
gases, air quality and build cost, but not by much. The new road
junction is designed to take traffic off the existing A3030/A30
between Southfields roundabout and M5 J29 and redirect it along
the new A358 and M5, but nowhere in the TAR does it give any data
for the current traffic flow between M5 J25 and M5 J29. This part of
the M5 can already be congested at peak times, which will only get
worse if this new road is constructed.

Alternative routes Currently Highways England are consulting on only one route, the
one they selected. It is not the route required by the District Council,
requested by the County Council or desired by the population of the
area which will be changed forever by this scheme.

Alternative routes In seeking a solution to the bottlenecks at J25 it seems illogical to
me to propose a southerly route since very little of the traffic arriving
from the East, head south.

Alternative routes This proposal will not reduce traffic going into Taunton/M5
Northbound via the A358 Henlade road and with the potential
increase noise levels, to name one problem, near any new dualling
scheme would have a further detrimental effort of the village of
Henlade, Stoke St Mary and Haydon. In summary, the Option 8/38B
+ NFS lacks detail in all parts and should be removed as an option
with immediate effect after the consultation period has concluded.
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Theme Area — Highways Consultee Feedback

design

Non-Motorised Users Any bridges across the new road should have parapets of the height
recommended by The British Horse Society to provide a safe
crossing for horse riders. All access provided for vulnerable users
should be of bridleway or restricted byway status - NOT just cycle
ways, which cannot be used by horse riders.

Non-Motorised Users The scheme will worsen existing conditions for people walking and
cycling by increasing traffic on the wider road network, with
increased danger, noise and air pollution, without providing any
significant traffic relief to Henlade, and thus better conditions for
current, and importantly potential, walkers and cyclists. Locally the
scheme is hugely damaging, destroying a unique and peaceful area
of countryside, blighting villages, hamlets and woodland areas.
Flooding | see in the TAR you are aware of the flood plain in the Broughton
Brook area as per the EA map below. Any water added to this in the
Stoke Road area is going to aggravate the problem here which from
my experience the do not seem to have a natural ability to do. If
you are going to discharge water near Stoke Road | would suggest
the drainage system needs upgrading all the way to the River

Tone. | would suggest the 2 water courses between Stoke Road
and Holway Road be widened and straightened as suggested by the
M5 authorities.

Flooding Any additional water at Stoke Road is going to aggravate the
situation at New Barn Farm and so | propose that the following be
implemented to improve the drainage; a new watercourse is
construction from the M5 authorities from the old Holway Road by
New Barn Farm to the River Tone. The Broughton Brook should be
widened and the other watercourse from Stoke Road should be
straightened and enlarged.

Flooding The main land drainage running off Stoke Hill into Lower Henlade,
runs through our clients’ holding, mainly via numerous ditches.
Great care must be taken to factor this existing drainage into the
road scheme plans, and our clients would ask that Highways
England consult with them and their Agent at an early stage in this
respect.

Flooding | feel that as a majority land owner at the Hatched Park Estate |
have not been properly consulted. The Hatch Park Estates runs
along both sides of A358 and the existing road already causes
problems with flooding, the proposals do not make it clear how they
will help the existing flooding.

Safety In principle, we understand and support the proposal to upgrade the
road to dual carriageway and to relieve congestion at Henlade.
However, we are not happy with the single option proposal currently
out for consultation. Your own Technical Appraisal Report shows
Option 8/8B +NFS to be the worst of the 4 detailed options
assessed in terms of: value for money, road accidents/fatalities, and
other safety considerations due to the proximity to the existing J25.

Safety The proposal does not bypass this section of the A358 as the North
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Theme Area — Highways Consultee Feedback

design

Facing Slips (NFS) only provide a link to southbound M5 traffic only
and the traffic going north bound, to Taunton and the new Park and
Ride will still travel along the A358.

The proposed option 8/8B+NFS has the lowest BCR, increases
accidents, increases the maintenance costs and has a negative
effect on the environment This is in addition to it not providing a
Henlade bypass to traffic going to Taunton or northbound and it
being a comprise junction with only NFS.

Safety The present proposal to route a new 6 kilometre dual carriageway to
a new closed motorway Junction 25A, to the south of Taunton would
be an unnecessary travesty. By reading the limited details supplied
by Highways England the proposed scheme is possibly the least
expensive but offers the lowest benefit to cost ration and as far as |
can ascertain, fulfil any of the criteria set down by government.
HOW CAN YOU JUSTIFY THE ONLY OPTION WITH AN
INCREASE IN ACCDIENTS AT THE ‘BEST' PROPOSAL?’

Traffic Local business expressing concern over where the ‘money is
coming’ from the complete the scheme. Supportive of the scheme to
improve the A303 between Sparkford and lichester. Believes
reconsideration should be given to the motorway junction being at
Haydon, Lower Henlade Road, with a one way access and egress
to the M5 heading South (West) as it appears the main
consideration is for A303 traffic to progress to Exeter and return
therefore this junction only needs to be one way, reducing noise in
that vicinity and saving cost, extending this road to Shoreditch does
not seem to have any benefit.

Traffic | agree with the proposal to leave Henlade as is and go from a
“roundabout” to a new motorway junction south of Jct25. Also agree
with the option to have a roundabout at the last Ashill junction
(which interconnects with Thickthorne Lane) as a “roundabout” (or
the like).

Traffic The dualling of the A358 throughout its entire length is unnecessary.
Until such time as the A303/A30 to Honiton is completed, as
intended within the next few years, the A358 problems associated
with congestion, economic growth and safety can be resolved by a
variation on the 2A/2B option. It is not necessary, nor desirable to
increase the speed of traffic along the A358 from 60mph to 70mph,
this merely exacerbates the congestion problems at either end.

A radical re-think of the present proposals should be conducted
prior to the next consultation process. This should be based on a
modified 2A/2B option and the acceptance that dualling the entire
length of the road is unnecessary.

Traffic The present proposal to route a new 6 kilometre dual carriageway to
a new closed motorway Junction 25A, to the south of Taunton would
an unnecessary travesty. The proposed scheme is possibly the
least expensive but offers the lowest benefit to cost ratio and does
not, bring an economic benefit locally, reduce congestion, reduce
noise levels and will massively impact the environment.

Traffic Beercrocombe Parish Council feel the proposed route does not help
to relieve the flow of traffic going through Henlade and with the
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proposed Industrial/Business Park adjacent to the Taunton Park and
Ride even more traffic will be generated in that area. If this route is
adopted it is essential that a link road should be constructed from
Junction 25a directly into Taunton and a link road from the proposed
route to the existing M25 junction to incorporate the proposed
development close to the junction.

Traffic The alignment at Taunton you have chosen to consult on does not
meet the requirements of the strategy for the south west region or
the needs of Taunton-bound or north-turning traffic. The small
amount of traffic arriving at Taunton from the east and headed
towards Devon and Cornwall is taken by a new alignment to a new
junction to the south, leaving most traffic to trundle through Henlade
on an unimproved section of the present A358. There is not even
any incentive for A378 traffic from North Curry, Stoke St Gregory,
Wrantage or Langport to divert to the new alignment, providing relief
for Henlade and other communities along the existing road.

Traffic This scheme needs joined up thinking and proper strategy for new
junction. There are 4000 houses being built in Comeytrowe and a
southern distributor road is required from A38 Rumwell through to
the new j25A. Otherwise all traffic still goes through town centre,
take a leaf out of Cirencester for example that has a ring road to
avoid town traffic.

Traffic Option 8/8B+ J25 appears a much better option than the one
selected. This is because it properly provides a bypass for Henlade
and a good access to the proposed Nexus business Park and
onwards into Taunton along a suitable route —i.e. Tone Way.

It does not necessitate a diversion as Option 8/8B+NFS would
require to reach Taunton - which the local community considers
most people would not make, and would continue to travel through
Henlade, to the detriment of travellers and residents. It does not
compromise the environment (noise, air quality and possibly
hydrology) as Option 2A/2B would appear to do.

Is HE prepared to reconsider its Option decision which is not what
anybody seems to want? - Or will they push ahead as they are on a
DCO path, which means that having consulted they can do what
they decide? It does not seem to be in the best interests of anybody.
Traffic The proposals will not ease traffic or safety along the M5. This will
make journey times even more unpredictable and in particular will
increase congestion around the Junction 25 of M5.

Theme Area local Consultee Feedback

community
considerations
Impact on community

Creech St Michael Parish Council supports the principle of a new
high quality dual carriageway road from London via the M3 to
Taunton in order to bring economic benefits to Somerset. However,
they feel that even with the J25 improvements SCC plan then the
J25 junction even will the improvement will not be able to cope with
increased volume of traffic and is not capable of even further
improvement.
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Impact on community | feel that these developments should be kept as close as possible
to existing roads to minimise the impact on the local community and
environment. People along the existing route bought their houses
knowing that there was a main road there; people along the new
proposed route did not!

Impact on community It seems that the Government just wants to do the cheapest option
in providing free flowing direct route within considering the other
options. All of these which have greater attributed and are better
value for money than the road being put out to consultation

Impact on community To see that you are proposing to re-route the A358 across these
fields will destroy that landscape and then to escape the noise of
this new route will be impossible within the timeframe and distance
of a reasonable walk from where | live. The old route of the A358
through Henlade looks as if it will remain so you are just creating
more noise and additional road disruption elsewhere. It won't end
up with just a road. This triangle of the M5, the old A358 and the
new A358 will then be filled with more housing etc. etc. and one
won't be able to walk and enjoy the countryside beyond the M5
anymore.

Impact on community Your own detailed assessment demonstrates that the selected
route offers the only tangible benefit of lowest capital cost. It fails in
every other respect and is so clearly the least favourable route
based on all other considerations. Thus the claim that this route is
‘in line with the Government’s road investment strategy’
demonstrates Government is only interested in capital cost to the
exclusion of all other considerations.

Impact on community It is clear from the content of the report that the Single Route Option
currently being consulted on would have a devastating impact on
the business and property as a whole. The current route alignment
would also be subject to larger sums of compensation to the
respondent than a minor amendment which is sought as part of this
response.

Impact on community Whilst we have no specific comments to make on the proposed
A358 route alignment, we would encourage Highways England to
take full account of the views of communities, residents and
business that are more immediately affected by the proposed road
improvement.

Impact on community | feel that although we do accept that this scheme has benefits
(although like many Taunton residents we are deeply despairing
about how much thought is being given to the long-term impact of
the town’s development.) however, the location of junction A needs
far more consideration and consultation in an open and relaxed
environment.

Local economy | feel it is another expense we cannot afford and will lead to another
road being blocked up. There will be an increase in pollution and
crime and the possible extinction of vital wildlife in the local area.

Local economy Recommends that a local tram shuttle should replace the existing
bus service.
Local economy The solution will enable traffic to flow perfectly such time as the

A303/30 dualling is completed. It fullfills all the criteria set out in the
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Techinical Appraisal and undoubtedly wil cost considerably less
than the present proposals in 2A/2B.

Local economy | find it quite worrying that the proposal doesn’t actually cut journey
times significantly so | do wonder why so much devastation has to
happen at ridiculous expense for so little benefit. When asked
whether the placement of the new junction had anything to do with
the proposals for development south of Taunton they claimed there
was no correlation, please can you explain this reference on your
website. And the project team stated that access to the A358 would
be limited, so how on earth is this meant to help existing businesses

thrive?

Local economy | would like to express our support for the proposed A358 Taunton
to Southfields improvements which will be of great benefit to our
business.

Local economy The present proposal will not bring economic benefit local, not

markedly reduce local congestion, particularly through Henalde and
will actually increase nose levels and accidents. It will also have a
massive impact on the local environment, ancient woodlands and
prime arable land and landscape.

Local roads Lower Henlade and Stoke Road Residents’ Association feels that
the scheme will not help commuters or visitors from Taunton
coming from the south east and will not help to reduce traffic
passing through Henlade to the A358. They express concern on the
economic benefit the proposals will bring to the local area, in
particular Taunton and Henalde.

Local roads Devon County Council feel that the proposed option fails to solve 2
different needs, offering the lowest transport benefits of all options
in terms of lack of relief for Henlade, road safety, roadwork’s and
greenhouse gases, and a large adverse impact on landscape. The
TAR does not provide specific traffic data for the impact of the
preferred option on the M5 south of Taunton, there is a clear
strategic intention that more traffic from the A303 Southfields will be
encourages to use the proposed new route to reach destinations
further west in the Peninsula.

Local roads We feel very strongly that the proposed alterations would make it
very difficult to CROSS the 358 easily without the provision of a
bridge across the road, and to avoid making the journey much
longer. It would also make the social cohesion activities in these
villages much more difficult.

Local roads The current plans will see a major increase in the traffic around the
local supporting road network. Journeys form Kenny to Stewley and
lIton to local amenities in Broadway will all be significantly
increased.

Local roads | checked the Taunton Library this week and found a report
amended in April, which showed no amendment to the junctions
even though the Park Lane Junction leads to a dead end. There
was no mention as to how the residents of Horton and Broadway
can access and exit the dual carriageway apart from a detour to the
dangerous and congested roundabout at Southfields.

Local roads | feel that the proposal to bridge all the local roads in the area could
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lead to further congestion into Taunton and could also increase
traffic into Honiton which could lead to road subsidence. Junction
25 also struggles with local capacity and the current proposals for
junction A would only increase traffic capacity slightly.

Local roads The present proposal to route a new 6 kilometre dual carriageway
to a new closed motorway Junction 25A, to the south of Taunton
would be an unnecessary travesty. The prosed scheme is possibly
the least expensive but offers the lowest benefit to cost ratio and
does not, as far as | can ascertain, fulfil any of the criteria set down
by the government.

Local roads We welcome the opportunity to comment on the proposals and
strong support the proposed route option 8/8b plus north facing slip
roads. Concern should however be noted for the rat running that
occurs on the east side for the M5 through small villages such as
Creech St Michael. Design of the route should address reducing the
opportunity for the rat running to occur.

Theme Area - Views on Consultee Feedback

consultation

Audiences The whole scheme has been very unprofessionally handled. Some
of the residents that are directly affected only learned of the new
road through taking the local paper, the Somerset Gazette. Some,
whose prime agricultural land, which is supposed to be protected
and is proposed to be taken, either had belated letters from
Highways England, after the private meetings or still haven’t
received any notification.

Audiences | note that there has been no consultation with the SSC or TDBC.
The SSC Core Strategy shows development up to 2028; there is no
awareness of the proposal which would have no bearing of
contribution to Taunton long term plans; their preferred option of
2A/2B was supported and would help the proposed business park.
Availability of information | | believe this vast expenditure and disruption is not

needed. Congestion does occur, but mainly at rush-hour or
following an accident/breakdown or during roadworks. Increasing
the traffic speeds and volume will not allay congestion, as there
would still be constrictions at the Southfields Roundabout, and
through Henlade. Anyone heading into Taunton or north onto

the M5 (from the A303 or liminster or South Somerset) would still
travel through at least one of these constrictions, if using the A358.

Level of detail Asked if more detailed maps of the new M5 connection were
available — and were told there were no maps other than that
provided in the consultation “brochure”. We were very pleased to
hear that the planned and preferred route had a connection to the
M5 that was closed i.e. had north and south connections to the M5
and the A358 — but no connections for local traffic. On this basis we
responded positively to the proposed route.

Level of detail At the consultation exhibition | recently attended | was informed that
that the benefits of taking Southfields offline had not been modelled
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or assessed. Please provide me with a detailed explanation and
supporting justification why the option of joining the A358 and the
A303 without using Southfields Roundabout has not been included
in your proposal.

Level of detail Whilst we support the overall objective of the proposed
improvements, the correct route alignment is imperative to us and
the estate along with the road users, and affected parties along the
length of the entire A358. At the current time you have given very
little detail and hence we reserve our comments on areas such as:
Road location, alignment and Layout, Accommodation works; Road
surface; Any lighting; Size and location of any road water
attenuation ponds; The road height; The surface of the road; and
the proposals for the 2 underpasses we currently have under the
A358.

Level of detail Feels that the A303 should be upgraded before the A358. The
current proposals will increase traffic along Rapps Road and the
proposals do not appear to have taken this into consideration.
Rapps is not Ashill and this needs to be remembered.

Level of detail For the avoidance of doubt, Eden Hotel Collection opposes the
proposed A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling scheme. The recent
public consultation event was unsatisfactory, you failed to display
any detailed information in respect of the proposal. You failed to
provide an ordnance survey map (to scale) in order to gauge the
distance from the hotel to the line of the proposed highway. You
have not provided a lighting plan or confirmation that there will be
no street lighting on the proposed highway.

Level of detail The consultation lacks detail specifically in regard to location of the
main junctions, crossing points and access that is to be provided off
the A358 to farm drives, farm tracks and land as well as the local
road network. The impact of farm traffic not being able to access
the A358 in the future and the impact that these works could have
on surrounding roads has not been considered. Why has only this
single route option been consulted on at this stage — we would like
to see route 2A/2B consulted upon further as this has merits.

Level of detail Highways England gives the impression it will take into
consideration the public's response to its proposals but this only
extends to the minor details, such as the location of bridges and slip
roads; the major proposal itself appears to be not up for discussion.
Highways England's intention is to create a dual carriageway
‘expressway' with a continual physical central barrier; this will have
the effect of raising legal traffic speeds from the current 60mph
speed limit to 70mph, with a resultant increase in noise and
pollution on residents living in the vicinity.

Level of detail North Curry Parish Council feels that the consultation did not
provide the consultees with the correct evidence and in particular,
traffic flow information at Junction 25 and the volume of the former
A303/30 traffic. The proposed option does not open up the potential
economic benefit of the scheme and proposes no link to the
commercial or business areas of Taunton.
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Level of detail | feel that the presentation negates the rationale for the proposal so
much that the plans are supposed to increase traffic flows and
management of the M5 corridor and it also envisages the new dual
carriageway from the new M5 junction which doubles back on itself
to meet a new roundabout at Wes Hatch then follows closely the
existing route to meet the A303 Southfield roundabout.

Level of detail The detail is very important to us and currently you have given very
little details on the following: road location, alignment and layout
including road height, accommodation works; road surface; any
road lighting. On the proposals the following should be stressed that
Griffin Lane should remain open to facilitate community life
including but by no means limited to access to schools and the
church at West Hatch, construction is going to take a long time and
cause lots of disruption to our home, Griffin road has severe
drainage problems and the proposals will lead to a significant
increase in traffic and pollution.

Material The TAR supplied by Highways England contains many instances
of either insufficient or incorrect data that has not been updated
recently. The party consulting should supply accurate and proven
data to allow affected parties to consider the facts and not to guess
at the meaning of inaccurate data. As consultees we wish to
express our sincere dissatisfaction with the presentation of the
initial consultation.

Material Of the 4 options discussed in the TAR, option 8/8B has the worst
monetised cost benefits for accidents, road works, noise, economic
and reliability. Throughout the TAR, there is no consideration of the
noise or light pollution impacts.

Material The booklet entitles A350 dualling Scheme discusses section 1 and
a new Junction 25A on the M5. This needs to be a 4-way junction,
but that is not clear from the script. Section 9 states proposed
widening of the existing A358 to dual carriageway. This dual has to
be a brand new road, if access is only at junction B, C, D. This is
not stated, and again is misleading.

Theme Area — Consultee Feedback

Environmental

considerations

Countryside If the scheme goes ahead we will not be returning to Ashe Farm —
who wants to spend their holiday with the A38 behind them and the
new dual carriageway just over the hedge in front of them — | know |
don’t and | am sure many others who currently use the site will not
either — | think the site will change from one with lots of return
visitors who stay for more than 1 night to a 1 night stopover site
which will be a complete change from how it is now and has been
for the last 20 + years.

Countryside The Technical Appraisal Report document does not appear to
acknowledge that this proposed junction directly abuts the Vivary
Green Wedge. This is designated protected land which forms a vital
“green lung” that Trull Parish Council has sought to protect from
development, most recently in the Spring of this year. The Parish
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Council would obviously not wish to see a motorway junction on this
Green Wedge or in any proximity which would directly affect it. If the
proposed new junction was opened to general traffic joining or
leaving the M5 it would undoubtedly lead to a huge increase in
vehicles trying to access the junction through our Parish.

Countryside The CPRE Somerset think that the scheme does not give full weight
to the material consideration of impact on and protection of the
countryside which is a valuable national asset.

Countryside The road will carve up beautiful countryside in the foothills of the
Blackdown Hills. The concreting over of valuable, high quality
agricultural land. Create noise and pollution. Damage wildlife and
the environment in general. Building more roads and increasing the
size of existing ones is not the way forward. It simply introduces
even more traffic, more noise and more pollution and at the same
time seriously damages our countryside.

Landscape Unnecessary destruction of arable land, noise, pollution, destroying
some ancient woodland and wildlife habitat. Destruction of arable
land, wildlife habitat, pollution and noise. Whatever the public’s view
the government does not listen!! Stop eroding the countryside and
ruining the natural environment. The government talks about cutting
down on pollution on one hand, but making decisions which
increases it on the other.

Noise My main concern is that the peace and quiet in my immediate
surroundings and the general quality of life for my family, my
animals and me will be ruined by the dualling of the A358 and the
increase of access to it, near my property. | fear that the whole
A358 scheme will be a waste of effort, disruption and money as the
A303 access and the long liminster bye pass which is part of the
A303, will be even more congested than now.

Wildlife Although | am supportive of the proposal to build a bridge from
Staley Lane across to the old main road at Achill the biggest
concern is the option to take the new dual spur off before the Thorn
falcon lights and the proposed new roundabout at Hatch
Beauchamp. This option will affect the surrounding wildlife and 18
species of ancient woodland and native UK bats living there.
Wildlife Holway Park Community Primary School feel that although the
proposals are needed to make it easier to travel from London to
Cornwall and Devon they do not want to lose their woods and they
regularly use them for camping trips and pioneering.
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	5.2.20. Figure 5.6 shows that the greatest proportion of respondents became aware of the consultation by a letter received from Highways England. Local newspaper advertising, articles or websites was the next most frequent method of raising awareness....
	5.2.21. Question 9 – What is your interest in the scheme?
	5.2.22. Figure 5.7 shows that residents that live along the section of the A358 make up the biggest group of respondents. Those who commute and use the road for tourism or leisure made up the next biggest groups respectively.
	5.2.23. Question 10 - Please tell us how concerned you are about the following issues:
	Road Safety
	5.2.24. Figure 5.8 shows that 77% of respondents have concerns about road safety on the A358.
	Traffic Congestion
	5.2.25. Figure 5.9 shows that 84% of respondents have concerns about traffic congestion on the A358.
	Economic Growth
	5.2.26. Figure 5.10 shows that 54% of respondents have concerns about economic growth.
	Air Pollution
	5.2.27. Figure 5.11 shows that 73% of respondents have concerns about air pollution.
	Connectivity and access for pedestrians, cyclists and other non-motorised users
	5.2.28. Figure 5.12 shows that 69% of respondents have concerns about pedestrian, cycle and equestrian connectivity and access.
	5.2.29. Question 11 - How do you normally travel on the route?
	5.2.30. Figure 5.13 shows that car or van is by far the most used method of transport by respondents on the A358.
	5.2.31. Question 12 - How often do you use this route?
	5.2.32. Figure 5.14 shows that 60% of respondents use the route daily or 2-3 times a week.
	5.2.33. Question 13 - When do you use the route most?
	5.2.34. Figure 5.15 shows the distribution of respondents’ usage of the A358 across peak and off-peak daytime periods and at weekends.
	5.2.35. Question 14 - Please tell us the main purpose for travelling on the A358?
	5.2.36. Figure 5.16 shows that 91% of respondents use the A358 for work, leisure or personal reasons.
	5.2.37. Question 15 - What is your age?
	5.2.38. Figure 5.17 shows that 57% of respondents were aged 55 or above.
	5.2.39. Question 16 - What is your gender?
	5.2.40. Figure 5.18 shows that over half of respondents described themselves as male.
	5.2.41. Question 17 - How would you describe your national identity?
	5.2.42. Figure 5.19 shows that the nearly half of respondents described themselves as white.
	5.2.43. Question 18 - Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
	5.2.44. Figure 5.20 shows that 5% of respondents to question 18 considered themselves to have a disability.

	5.3. Summary of matters raised by theme
	5.3.1. As explained in paragraph 5.1.3, 6 themes have been identified which capture the matters raised by respondents. Those matters are summarised below, with greater detail set out in the feedback logs.

	5.4. Junction proposals
	5.4.1. Respondents commented on proposals for new junctions with the M5 (Junction A), with the existing A358 (Junction B) and near Ashill (Junction C), as well as with the Southfields Roundabout (Junction D). (See Figure 3.1, Chapter 3.)
	Junction A
	5.4.2. A number of respondents who commented on Junction A questioned whether drivers would use the new junction in preference to continuing to use the existing A358 through Henlade to travel into Taunton or to gain access to the M5 via Junction 25. R...
	Junction B
	5.4.3. A number of respondents felt that drivers would prefer using local roads to the new junction to access Taunton through Henlade, and raised concerns about the potential for rat-running and the problem of traffic still bottle-necking on the A303.
	Junction C
	5.4.4. As with Junction B, a number of respondents suggested that drivers would prefer using local roads passing through Staple Fitzpaine and Bickenhall and Ashill to the new junction. There was also concern that the close proximity of Junction B to J...
	Junction D - Southfields Roundabout
	5.4.5. Respondents highlighted the need for the Southfields Roundabout to have sufficient capacity for the predicted volumes of traffic. A number also expressed a preference for joining the A303 to the A358 instead of upgrading the roundabout. It was ...

	5.5. Alternative routes
	5.5.1. Many respondents wanted to see alternative routes being considered for connecting with the M5, often referencing options described in the Technical Appraisal Report.

	5.6. Highways design
	5.6.1. Responses on highways design included an emphasis on the need to consider and accommodate non-motorised users safely and conveniently. There were also comments about flooding, safety and on the need to reduce traffic congestion.
	Non-motorised users
	5.6.2. Many respondents sought assurance that safe connectivity for non-motorised users would be maintained or improved.
	Safety
	5.6.3. Respondents highlighted the need for the design of junctions to accommodate safe movements by all users, motorised and non-motorised.
	Traffic
	5.6.4. Some respondents outlined concerns over whether the scheme as proposed would be effective in reducing congestion.
	5.6.5. Respondents also suggested that journeys from local roads to gain access to the new dual carriageway, past Henlade, could result in slower and more challenging journeys than the alternative of continuing to use the current section of the A358 t...

	5.7. Local community considerations
	5.7.1. Respondents expressed concern about the potential impact of the proposals on local communities, highlighting in particular the need to consider the scheme’s relationship with local roads and its impact on the local economy.
	Local roads
	5.7.2. Many respondents sought assurance that local connectivity between communities would be retained safely and efficiently.
	Local economy
	5.7.3. Some respondents stated that they felt the proposals would have a negative economic impact on Taunton by enabling traffic to bypass the town.
	5.7.4. Other respondents noted that some local businesses rely on passing trade from traffic on the A358 and raised concerns about the consequences of reducing traffic on the existing road.

	5.8. Views on the consultation
	5.8.1. Respondents made a number of comments on the consultation process. These included a desire to express views on options other than those included in the consultation and wanting the consultation materials to contain sufficient detail to enable c...

	5.9. Environmental effects
	Respondents highlighted their concerns about wanting to see the countryside protected. Other issues raised included concerns about noise and light pollution, air quality, wildlife and habitats, drainage, cultural heritage and landscape.


	6. Conclusions and next steps
	6.1.1. Highways England would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the consultation and submitted a consultation response.
	6.1.2. The consultation has highlighted a variety of views about the scheme. Having carefully considered the feedback received, Highways England has concluded that, before selecting a preferred route, it would be beneficial to hold a further consultat...
	6.1.3. The purpose of this second period of non-statutory consultation will be to gather more feedback that can inform the decision-making on the choice of preferred route for the scheme. Highways England will publish the results of this consultation ...
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