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2.3. Proposed scheme location 

2.3.1. Figure 1 illustrates the location of the proposed scheme in the context of 
administrative boundaries. 

2.3.2. Figure 2 indicates the location of the proposed scheme including key 
structures in the context of the existing A27. The proposed scheme would 
feature approximately 8 km of new dual two-lane carriageway located to the 
south of the existing A27. It would start in the east at the end of the A27 
Crossbush Bypass and end east of the A27/A29 Fontwell (East) roundabout 
to the west of Arundel. The proposed scheme would also include other 
elements as identified in Section 2.6, including the de-trunking and works to 
approximately 6.6 km of the existing A27 between the junctions with Tye 
Lane and Mill Road and Crossbush Junction, subject to an agreement with 
West Sussex County Council. 

2.3.3. The current land use and landforms surrounding the proposed scheme are 
described below. Further detail of land use and landforms in the context of 
the technical environmental disciplines are discussed in Sections 6 to 15 of 
this report. Key ecological, heritage, landscape, waste, water and air quality 
constraints are shown in Figures 3 to 7.  

South Downs National Park 

2.3.4. The SDNP is an area of land that stretches from Winchester to Eastbourne. 
The proposed scheme lies outside its boundary but in parts lies adjacent and 
south of the SDNP boundary. Figure 1 shows the SDNP location in relation 
to the proposed scheme. The SDNP has been nationally designated due to 
its seven special qualities (Ref 28): 

�x Diverse, inspirational landscapes and breath-taking views;  

�x A rich variety of wildlife and habitats including rare and internationally 
important species;  

�x Tranquil and unspoilt places; 

�x An environment shaped by centuries of farming and embracing new 
enterprise; 

�x Great opportunities for recreational activities and learning experiences;  

�x Well-conserved historical features and a rich cultural heritage; and  

�x Distinctive towns and villages, and communities with real pride in their 
area. 

Cultural heritage  

2.3.5. The area surrounding the proposed scheme has an array of cultural heritage 
assets which contribute to the heritage value in the area. There are 70 listed 
buildings within 1 km of the proposed scheme. Elsewhere within Arundel are 
11 highly graded listed buildings, including six at Grade II* and five at Grade 
I. One of particular note among these is the Grade I listed Arundel Castle 

 
Ref 28 South Downs National Park Authority (2015), special qualities, Available at: https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/SDNP-Special-Qualities.pdf (Accessed October 2020) 
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which lies within 1 km of the proposed scheme and lies just north of the 
existing A27 within the town of Arundel (Arundel Castle is also a scheduled 
monument and within a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden (RPG)). 
Although outside the study area, due to the nature of the asset and wider 
influence of their setting, there is the potential for these buildings to be 
influenced by changes associated with the proposed scheme. 

2.3.6. There are six scheduled monuments within 1 km of the proposed scheme 
and five conservation areas located within the study area. There are a 
further 13 Grade I listed buildings, 15 Grade II* listed buildings and 17 
scheduled monuments within the 5 km study area. There are a large number 
of non-designated heritage assets within the study area. Further details of 
these cultural heritage assets are provided in Section 7.  

Biodiversity 

2.3.7. The proposed scheme study area for designated sites extends to 20 km from 
the scheme boundary. Within this area there are a seven internationally 
designated sites, seven national designated sites and two sites of county 
designation. Further details of these sites are available in Table 19, Section 
9.  

2.3.8. There are a number of notable terrestrial habitat types located within 2 km of 
the proposed scheme, including the priority habitats deciduous woodland, 
wood-pasture and parkland, ancient and veteran trees, ponds, coastal 
floodplain and grazing marsh and orchard. The River Arun is a notable 
habitat representing river, coastal saltmarsh, mudflats and intertidal 
foreshore habitats. The habitats within the study area are known to support a 
wide variety of protected and notable faunal and flora species as detailed in 
Table 21, Section 9. Key habitat features along the proposed scheme are 
shown in Figure 3.  

Woodland 

2.3.9. Whilst it is unlikely that the proposed scheme would have any direct impacts 
on ancient woodland, there are areas of woodland, including ancient 
woodland and ancient and veteran trees, which are located within 5 km of 
the proposed scheme. The woodland is crossed by footpaths facilitating 
recreational use. Further details of woodland is available in Section 8 and 
Section 9. 

Agricultural land  

2.3.10. Both grazing and arable land is featured within the study area. This is further 
discussed in Section 10 of this report, including the consideration of the 
quality of the agricultural land.  

Urban areas 

2.3.11. The principal urban areas within 5 km of the proposed scheme are Arundel 
and Littlehampton. A number of smaller settlements and villages are also 
located within 5 km of the proposed scheme, these include but are not 
limited to Crossbush, Lyminster, Tortington, Binsted, Walberton, Eastergate, 
Yapton, Barnham, Fontwell and Slindon. The proposed scheme is located 
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crosses under Tye Lane south of Avisford Park House. It then curves 
towards the west, passing north of Hooe Farm Industrial Estate to re-join the 
existing A27 near Potwell Copse east of Fontwell (East) Roundabout.  

2.6.7. A new grade separated junction is provided connecting Tye Lane north of 
the route and the existing A27 to the proposed A27. This would allow for 
movements from the existing A27 westbound to the proposed A27 
westbound and from the proposed A27 eastbound to the existing A27 
eastbound only. Tye Lane would be closed south of the proposed route to 
prevent it becoming a cut through to the proposed A27. The existing A27 
between Copse Lane and Tye Lane would be retained to provide the 
eastbound off slip.  

2.6.8. The existing junction at Copse Lane would be closed. To provide alternative 
access, Copse Lane, to the west of Bridleway 392, would be realigned to the 
south and parallel to the proposed A27 and would connect to Arundel Road 
just to the west of the tie-in junction (Ref 30). 

Side roads and accesses 

2.6.9. To minimise the number of junctions, minor roads crossed by the proposed 
scheme would be accommodated by either an underbridge or an overbridge 
or they would be closed and diverted. The specific treatment at each location 
is subject to further assessment and design development. 

2.6.10. The proposed scheme would impact on local accesses and side roads as 
follows:  

�x The proposed scheme passes over Ford Road which would remain on 
its existing alignment. 

�x Tortington Lane would have a slightly altered horizontal alignment and 
pass over the proposed scheme. This is to allow the new bridge to be 
built offline and to keep the existing road open for as long as possible 
during the construction stage. 

�x Binsted Lane would be realigned so that it runs from east to west and 
follow footpath 354. It would pass over the proposed scheme which is at 
grade at this location. 

�x Where the proposed scheme crosses the other part of Binsted Lane, 
Binsted Lane would be realigned to the east of its existing location. This 
allows the existing road to remain open for as long as possible during 
the construction stage. At this location the proposed scheme is at grade 
and Binsted Lane passes over it. 

�x Tye Lane to the south of the proposed scheme would be closed as there 
is an alternative route for access. Tye Lane to the north of the A27 would 
be used as a connector road for the grade separated junction at the 
western tie-in. 

 
Ref 30 Highways England, A27 Arundel Bypass Interim Scheme Assessment Report (2019), Chapter 8 
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